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Crunch time 
for Labour 
over spending 



Anthony Bevins, 
Randeep Ramesh, 
Diane Coyle 
and Christian Wolmar 


The crunch of the cash crisis inherited by 
the Labour government, with hospitals and 
schools facing closure and cuts, is forcing 
ministers to consider privatising the Lon- 
don Underground and cancelling the 
£7S0m Greenwich Millennium Exhibition. 

John PrescotL the Deputy Prime Min- 
ister, has told BBC Panorama in a pro- 
gramme being broadcast tonight that, as 
matters stand, he cannot promise to find 
the £150ra needed to stop a further dete- 
rioration of London Tube services. 

Describing the agonising dilemma now 
faced by ministers in every spending 
department across Whitehall Mr Prescott 
says: “It's like the hospital services. We’re 
told they're hundreds of millions of pounds 
short, and they may be closing hospitals. 

“The schools are being told that they are 
desperately short and the buildings axe 
falling down.'’ 

The desperation of the Government’s 
plight has been aggravated by the 
Chancellor's pledge to stick to the Tbries’ 
departmental spending plans for two.years 
- when those plans were already faffing 
apart. That could well be shown by a 
National Audit Office report due out this 
week. 

Mr Prescott is drawing up plans to 
privatise the Tube in spite of Labours cam- 
paign promise that the party was opposed 
to a “wholesale” seJl-ofe 

Panorama has obtained a letter from Mr 
Prescott to Geoffrey Robinson, the Pay- 
master General outlining four options. The 
most controversial would see the Tube sys- 
tem split up into an infrastructure company 
“similar in scope to Railtrack" with an op- 
erating company running train services. 

Another plan is to create a “public pri- 
vate joint venture for the whole of the Lon- 
don Underground business”. 

However, in both of these options, the 
joint ventures would see the private sector 
with “a majority shareholding” - a move 
bound to anger traditionalists. But. caught 
between tight spending limits and expec- 
tation to get cash for the ailing service, Mr 
Prescott believes this is the only way to “en- 
sure that the investment was not classified 
as public expenditure”. 

The Tube is so starved of cash that some 
stations have to be propped up by scaffolding. 
Many escalators are closed rather than re- 
paired. At present, its investment backlog 


■ Tube may be privatised 

■ Millennium expo shelved. 

stands at £l.2bn and London Underground 
say it needs £1 50m immediately to stop the 
present service from deteriorating. 

Also considered is a “long concession” 
offered to the private sector for the whole 
of the Tube and the letting of individual 
lines, or groups of lines, to private com- 
panies. 

The letter describes the timing of this 
process as “urgent” and calls for financial 
advisers, whose vast fees angered the 
Labour Ptirty in opposition, to be appointed 
shortly. Mr Prescott also displays his 
awareness of his party's emphasis on spin 



Prescott No pledge on Tube funding 


-doctoring by pointing oat that the De- 
partment of Transport press office should 
“brief selected journalists who are likely to 
report this story in a positive light”. 

The Conservatives pounced on the pro- 
posals. Sir George Young, the Tories' 
spokesman on transport, said: Tt appears 
that the Labour Party have been forced to 
adopt our plans because they have npne of 
their own” 

Sir George, when, he was transport 
secretary, had proposed to privatise the 
7bbe and use the receipts to fund 
improvements. 

In a statement, Mr Prescott claimed that 
the draft document bad been stolen, 
adding thar “nothing in the letter is in- 


consistent with my intention to explore all 
forms of public private partnerships”. 

The Millennium Exhibition, which needs 
a ministerial go-ahead this week, is now es- 
timated to cost £780m, and rising, accord- 
ing to government sources. 

Tony Blair, who held a one-hour meet- 
ing with Chris Smith, the Secretary of State 
for National Heritage, in an attempt to save 
or salvage the project, could be the last 
member of the Government supporting it. 

But one official said yesterday that the 
whole idea was now deemed so “profligate” 
and “wasteful” that civil servants would 
require a ministerial instruction to sanction 
it. 

The centrepiece of the exhibition, the 
dome, was savaged by ministers at a meet- 
ing last Tuesday which was called to con- 
sider two reports by consultants. 

Those reports said that the dome pro- 
ject was not viable, that nobody knew what 
they could pm in it, that no further private 
money was available, and that more mon- 
ey would be needed on top of the total 
£477m so far projected. 

Frank Dobson, Secretary of State for 
Health, is reported to have told colleagues 
that the lightweight dome could turn out 
to be the “biggest kite in history” because 
the Greenwich site is so contaminated that 
there can be no question of allowing- the_| 
dome to remain in place for more than a 
year. 

Reports thar Peter Mandelson, Minister 
without Portfolio, backed the scheme are 
only partially correct. The burden of his con- 
tribution to the discussion opposed the 
scheme, but in his condusioa he did say that 
ministers should not “have a collective loss 
of nerve on such a national symbol”. 

As the man with Mr Blair’s ear, the am- 
biguity of Mr Man de Ison’s position means 
that none of his colleagues know whether 
be is speaking with the authority of the 
Prime Minister or not They therefore find 
it difficult to know whether they should 
openly disagree with him. 

Nevertheless, the consultants* reports will 
show that the entire Greenwich plan is a 
waste of money, and tire factual and ana- 
lytical reports will eventually have to be pub- 
lished under the Code of Open 
Government 

It was suggested at one point during Tues- 
day’s meeting that if there was £450m to 
spare for mifiennium celebrations, much 
more peace and goodwill would be gener- 
ated if £30m was handed out to 15 cities 
around the country. 

NHS faces winter crisis, page 4 


Campbell denies taking 
overdose after argument 


larks 


‘amphell. the model 

ering in hospital in the 
dands yesterday after 
ous health scare. 

Is at the hospital m 
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Staff at the seafront hotel, a 
favourite haunt of the rich and 
famous, say they heard a beat- 
ed row between them that 

evening. , _ ■ 

In the early hours of yester- 
day, Ms Campbell, who is 
iw> v fionr temnera- 


lm. incai Spanish ment, was taken by ambulance 
to the hospital in Las Palmas 
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it Ms Campbell 27. 
o an overdose of 

es in her hotel room. 

■ said to have had an 
late on Saturday 
ritb her boyfriend. 


ment, waa kuwcu 

to the hospital in Las Palmas 
and treated in intensive care. 

She was expected to be dis- 
charged last night after hospi- 
tal officials said she waste a 
“ stab le clinical condition .Her 
X « Jam said she was 
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Ms Campbell was 

well" and added: 
to make it clear that 
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iel arrived in 
a Friday with Mr 
nme nco dancer- 
le were staying, at 
Santa Catalina 
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■not in any danger. 

' " .(mhwlAn- It is understood that MS 
eSr Sd^ had?in Campbell who was holidaying 
on the island to recuperate 
d an aileTgi before a modelling assignment 

in Paris, was planning to leave 
last night on a private plane. 

Mr fortes, 28, who is m 
Gran Canaria for a tour of Ins 
highly successful dance show, 
“Gvpsy Passion”, was at her 
bedside in hospital last night. 

Their relationship has ap- 
parently been, under strain 
recently. Spanish gossip maga- 
; wc . t -- . claim that Mr Cortes 

its 

'owed him to Madrid^ 



Naomi Campbell: ‘Allergic 
reaction to antibiotics’ 

threatened to M3 herself unless 
the liaison resumed. 

The couple met last Novem- 
ber at a photoshoot for EUe 
magazine. Mr Cortes, who was 
recently voted “the most excit- 
ing man in Spain" by Spanish 
housewives, has said in one in- 
terview that he wants to marry 
Ate Campbell and have 10 chil- 
dren. • . . . 

Her previous boymends m- 
clude. Mike T^son, Sylvester 
Stallone and Robert deNiro. 


Women only 


The jiidgesr far tfeeThmer 
Prize are p reparin g to an- 
nounce an aU^foniien shortlist 
for the ever-coDtroversial 
£28,000 award far coirteinpo- 
rary jntj Wri/er David Lister. 

The shortlist will be an- 
nounced tomorrow by Nicholas 
Scrota, diainhaa of Che judges 
and dfrecior of fiteThte Gallery 
in London, who is likely to be 
accord of pefitical- ever- 
coneetness. It is understood 
tbattheartists Giffian Wearing, 
Cornelia Parker; Angela B*' 
loch and Christine Borland 
are on the list. Last year the 
Ifrnier. 1 Prise shortlist -com- 
prised oidy men, and there 
was a considerable backlash. 

Gfllran Wearing Is a video 
artist. For one work she Aimed 


confessors wearing grotesque 
joke-strop masks. Cornelia 
Ptarfcerfamously exhibited the 
actress TUda Swifliton in a 


year bad a contraption caned 


Tf Moore Studio in Hatifou It 
did as Usnante promised over 
the whjfa^taflsNof the gallery. 

Ghristine Boriand is a sculp- 
tor wjroserecent exhibit From 
Zife w as describedas .“spooky 
ethereal and spectral*. It cen- 
slstcd oT21glass panels and a 


Lottery funds Royal Opera, pay nffc 





House of pain: Its new director presided over the Arts Council when the rules were changed Photograph: Adrian Dennis 
by Anthony Bevins and David Lister 


EXCLUSIVE 


Cpy of dreams, page 20 


Royal Opera House redun- 
dancies are being financed by a 
£2Jm grant of National Lottery 
cash intended for good causes. 

A discreet change in Arts 
Council guidance on the use of 
lottery money, agreed without 
publicity last November, says 
that “Closure costs which can be 
funded by lottery money include 
... redundancy costs created by 
the closure.” 

The disclosure that the Roy- 
al Opera House is paying off 
staff with money that ticket 
buyers were told was going to- 
wards helping good causes will 
cause farther embarrassment for 
Chris Smith, Secretary of State 
for National Heritage, following 
his battles with CameJot. 

In the case of the Royal 
Opera House, the embarrass- 
ment is compounded by the per- 
sonalities -involved. The 
chairman of the Royal Opera 
House is Lord Chadlington 
who formerly chaired the Arts 
Council’s National Lottery Ad- 
visory Panel, though be left in 
the spring of last year before the 
rule changes were finalised 

Lord Chadlington appointed 
Mary Allen, the former Arts 
Council secretary general as 
general director of the Royal 
Opera House. She headed the 
Arts Council throughout the 
changes to its lottery regulations. 

Lottery payments were pre- 
viously restricted to building, 
renovation and refurbishment 
work - which covered the high- 
ly-controversiaJ initial £55m 
payment towards the redevel- 
opment of the Covent Garden 
site, due to start next month. 

According to guidance 
agreed hy the Arts Council in 
November. “The lottery fund- 
ing rules state that giants can 
be made for capital projects and 


costs ‘directly attributable* to the 
capital project”. 

But November’s new inter- 
pretation added; “TTiis means 
that the Arts Council can, in 
some circumstances, use lottery 
money to help meet .some of the 
costs associated with closure ” 

Gerald Kaufman, the former 
Labour minister who is expect- 
ed to chair the new Commons 
Select Committee on National 
Heritage, said yesterday that be 
expected the committee to in- 
vestigate what was happening at 
the Royal Opera House. 

It was reported in February 
last year tbat Virginia Bottom- 
ley, then Secretary of State for 
National Heritage, had been 
asked to approve the diversion 
of lottery funds into redun- 
dancy payments - but no state- 
ment was made that she "had 
authorised the move. 

Under current plans, the 
Royal Opera House is getting 
rid of 320 of hs 820 staff A Jan- 
. uaiy 1995 application for lottery 
aid said more cash was needed 
to cover “transitional costs”. 

The application said: “These 
costs, in excess of those covered 
by the regular Arts Council 
grant to the Royal Opera 
House, include renting a suitable 
theatre, redundancy payment to 
laid-off staff, and support for the 
much lower box office income 
forecast for this period” 

A preliminary budget, ob- 
tained by 77a? Independent , 
shows a sum of £235m being re- 
quested to cover the 2S-month 
closure period: £155m to cover 
lost revenues; £Z5m for redun- 
dancies; £l-5m for the “decant- 
ing” operation out of Covent 
Garden; £500,000 for “decanti- 
ng” back again; and a further 
£3.5m for “other funding”. 

Troubled institution, page 6 
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The seamless Oyster shell of a Roles chronometer 
is hewn from a single block of stainless steel, 
18et. gold or platinum. Within tt lies a self-winding 
movement that has taken over a year to create. 
With prices starting at £1,400,* the Oyster you 
always promised yourself is available from the 
Harrods Watch Department on the Ground Floor. 
Not, we might add, from the Food Hall. 
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Polluted seas lead to fish-oil 
health scare 


Hb are now so amaamaied that fish on supplements aimed 
at boosting people’s health could be becoming Serous. 

eimronmenuilcampamiets warned yesterday 

Friends of the Earth ssued the wining offer research by 

S™ ?^ 0Usl t STi'* 1 0>a‘ sigEt letSof the toxins 
dioxin and PCBs - which the World fiSlSoieanisaiion has 

taw *** found inradUver ofl 

P-LM “SSOfo of “d oil each day 

might be exceedin„ the Government's recommended safe 

"Web could increase the risk of them 
suffenog homioraldereiopmew problems and a variety of cancers 
in later life the environmental group said. Adults were not so 
much at nsk. ald.ough takingcS liver oh «mSd pS dieh 
exposure of the toxins to the limit, and pregnant women who took 
the supplement could damage their foetta 

?° kesmafl f or Friends of the Earth, called 
on the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food to disclose the 
results of the survey of cod liver ofl capsules, saying: “The toxins are 
now reacting dangerous levels in certain brands oflhe oiL" None of 

forronTOL^ 15 C ° < * k ver were available yesterday 


Mowlam initiates marching talks 


The Government yesterday 
launched a fresh initiative to 
try to resolve the parades crisis 
in Northern Ireland - just 
three weeks before the annual 
summer marching season gets 
into full swing. 

Mo Mowlam, the Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland, 
announced that she was to 
engage in an intensive fresh 
round of discussions with the 
Orange Order and the 
Apprentice Boys, and residents' 

. . , groups, in a bid to stave off a 

return to the violence which swept Northern Ireland last summer. 

She described what happened then as “appalling" and insisted the 
Government was “determined" to do all it could to avoid a repeat. 
Everything centres around the Dramcree Orange Order parade 


scheduled to take place in Fortadown, County Armagh, on 6 July- 
and Ms Mowlam faces the difficult prospect of reconciling the 
Orangemen's demands that they should march down the nationalist 


Garvaghy Road and the residents' insistence that they should not. 

Strike brings more rail misery 


Rail passengers were enduring more travel misciv yesterday when 
about a third of services were cancelled after train drivers and 
operators failed to agree a resolution to an industrial dispute. 

The ban on overtime and rest-day working by drivers' union 
Aslef has caused extensive delays and overcrowding on Conncx 
South Central services into London from Sussex, Surrey and 
Hampshire. The action, over a proposed restructuring deal 
covering pay, hours and working practices, also caused major 

S roblems for the organisers of yeker day's London to Brighton 
ike Ride, and the British Heaxt Foundation has had to dig into its 
own coffers to lay on buses to transmit some of the 30,000 
participants back to the capital, and to refund the cost of some rail 
tickets. With no end in Sight to the Aslef ban. travellers can expect 
similar levels of disruption today as on Friday, when Connex South 
Central was forced to cancel one in five trains. 


Greenpeace declares oil sovereignty 

A small group of environmentalists occupying Rockall in protest at 
oil activity in the Atlantic yesterday claimed sovereignty over the 
’ inhospitable outcrop, 290 miles from the Scottish coast. 

_ The activists, from Greenpeace, hoisted a flag at the top of the 70ft 
high rock and declared a new global state of Waveland. but stressed 
they did not warn to own RockaU. The Government has said Rockall 
is Britisb territory and that the protesters are welcome to stay as long 
as they like. Four campaigners win occupy the rock, taking refuge in 
a survival capsule, with one always "off-duty’ on the support vessel 
MV Greenpeace. Chris Rose, Greenpeace deputy executive director, 
said: “Four nations [Britain, Ireland, Iceland and Denmark] want the 
oil around Rockall. We do not recognise their right to develop it. We 
have told Tony Blair that we don't want Rockall itself but that die oil 
should be set aside for the common good," be said. 


Freight shuttles resume in Chunnel 


Truck drivers seemed unconcerned about safety fears as the first 
paid-for freight services resumed through the Channel Tunnel 


yesterday. Freight services had been suspended since fire broke out 
on one of the controversial lattice-sided wagons on 18 November 
last year. Fire brigades' unions and safety experts have voiced 
concerns about the wagons, which they believe helped the fire to 
spread through the train, but Eurotunnel bosses insisted there were 
no safety risks and more wagpus have been ordered. 

An investigation into the fire highlighted dozens of errors in the 
tunnel's safety procedure. A Eurotunnel spokeswoman, however, 
yesterday emphasised that since the fire: “We haw ensured that 
every possible safety measure has been taken to guarantee the safety 
of all ... customers." 


Diver missing off Scottish coast 


A massive air and sea search was taking place yesterday for a 
missing doer w ho is understood to have panicked while exploring 
the wreck of ihe steam ship Helena Faulnaums off the west coast of 
Scotland. Another diver suffered the bends after surfacing too 
quickly and was rushed to Dunsiaffnagc recompression centre. The 
alarm was raised shortly after 3.45pm when his companion failed to 
surface, the Oban coasicuard said. 


National Lottery rollover results 

Three ticket -holders shared last night's National Lottery rollover 
jackpot - picking up more than £4.5m each. The winning numbers 
in the draw were: 10. S. 16, 43. 44. 3 with Ihe bonus ball 34. 




Linda Lampenius: Critics are divided - but Finland is enthralled (Photograph: Rex) 


Blonde ambition of violinist 
who turned down ‘Baywatch’ 


L inda Lampenius bears an uncanny resemblance 
to the "Baywatch babe". Pamela Anderson, and 
has even been offered a part in the American tele- 
vision show. But she has turned down screen glory, 
insisting her talents lie in a more serious direction. 

The 27-yoar-ofd Finn is a virtuoso violinist who has 
capftafised on her ample talents to further her mu st- 
eal ambitions. 

Until recently she was known only as the leader of 
the Sibelius Academy Orchestra in Helsinki, but Ms 
Lampenius- who will take the stage name Linda Bra- 
va, when herfirst album, Violator, is released in Britain 
this summer - is the latest hi a string of classically 
trained musicians who have marketed themselves as 
much on their sex appeal as their talent 
Vanessa-Mae. the Singapore-born violinist, was 
filmed wading through the sea in a dinging transpar- 
ent dress and the German musician Aruie-Sophie Mut- 
ter Is often photographed m revealing outfits. 

However, for ail Ms Lampenhs's charms, some are 
less than impressed. Adrian Jack, a critic who writes 
tor The Independent, last night dismissed the trend 
for dressing-down as a cynical marketing scam. 

“1 have not heard of her IMs Lampenius] but it sounds 
to me like a repulsive marketing thing," he said. “I am 
very sceptical about using this method to sell your- 
self. As far as I am concerned Vanessa-Mae is of mod- 


est talent and it is just pure sensationalism. Anne-So- 
phle is talented but then she does not go to quite the 
same lengths as Vanessa-Mae. 

“I just don't believe it Is encouraging a real interest 
in classical music at all, people will just go to the con- 
certs to stare." 

But Ms Lampenius, who has had rave reviews in 
Scandinavia for her up-tempo version of Bach's Toc- 
cata and Fugue, has dearly seduced other critics. 

"Linda can do things with a fiddle that will bring tears 
to your eyes. She performs her classical repertoire in 
spray-on latex bodysuits, swaying her hips gently with 
a hint of a smile playing around her full lips," gushed 
one smitten journalist last week. 

She was virtually unknown until last autumn when, in 
atelevised performance with the Finnish National Opera 
Orc hestra , the programme’s director refused to move his 
camera away from her, and the nation was gripped. 

Reiha Kokkola, a spokesman for her record com- 
pany said: "Linda is technically very gifted. She is mas- 
ter of the dassical violin and no matter how big a star 
she becomes, she will remain a serious musician." 

Still, if it doesn't work out, Ms Lampenius has a range 
of ambitions outside music. "I am still finding time for 
my other interests such as boxing, motor-racing, act- 
ing and getting involved In local politics," she said. 

Kate Watson-Smyth 


A colourful 
memorial to 
tragic Celine 


THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 


The parents of the murdered 
French student Celine Figard 
(right) will today dedicate a garden 
to her memory, in the viHage 
where he body was discovered. 
Celine. 19, was found dead in a 
lay-by. near Ombersfey. Worces- 
tershire. in January 1996. 

She had gone missing while 
travelling from her home in France 
to spend Christmas with her 
cousin at a Hampshire hotel. She 
was last seen accepting a lift at a 
motorway service station. 

Despite a massive nationwide 
search for the vehicle over file 
freezing New Year period, Celine 
was not found until her body was 
dumped by the roadside. She had 
been raped and bludgeoned to 
death. Lorry driver Stuart Morgan 
was later convicted of her murder 
and is serving a fife sentence. 

The teenager's father, Bernard, 



Boy saves brother 
from abduction 
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with a spring-time theme, and will 
flower every February with white 


daffodils, narcissi and wild flower- 
ing bulbs. 

Many of the flowers and plants 
originate from France. 

The man who led the investiga- 
tion into Celine’s murder. Chief Su- 
perintendent John McCammont, 
and the West Mercia Police Chief 
Constable. David Blakey, will also 
attend the ceremony. 

Canon Peter Kerr, Rector of 
Ombersley, said: "The garden is 
visible and lasting evidence of the 
Strong and insistent wish of the 
people of this county that Celine 
should not be forgotten. 

“ft is also a Irving expression of 
our hope that young people from 
both our countries should travel 
and return home safety." 


An 11 -year-old boy yesterday de- 
scribed how he foiled a kidnap at- 
tempt. by throwing mud at a woman 
who tried to snatch his younger 
brother. John Robinson said: “I 
didn't think what I was doing - 1 just 
didn't want to lose Leslie." 

John was playing with his 18- 
month-old brother in the front gar- 
den of their family home in Bruce 
Crescent. Hartlepool, when an 
Asian woman tried to lift Leslie 
over the fence. 

His actions prevented the kid- 
nap and the woman dropped the 
child and climbed back into an E- 
registered, burgundy coloured car 
and sped off with her male accom- 
plice. 

The boys’ father, also called 
Leslie, said: “To be honest John is 
usually a little tearaway. He is al- 
ways up to mischief. But today he 
decided to play with his little broth- 
er In the front garden and has end- 
ed up a hero. 

"He heard this woman say Tve 
got a son now' so he screamed 
'Put him down that’s my brother*. 

“He threw a lump of day and hit 
the woman on the side of her head 
near to her eye. 

"By this time the baby was 
screaming, so John got hold of 
him and ran round to the back gar- 
den to tell my wife what had hap- 
pened. 

"I know these people must be 
sick, but it terrifies me to think 
what might have happened." 
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WORK 


More women in the boardroom 


More women are becoming company executives and the pay gap .' 
between them and male managers is' beginning to close, a report 
says today. The number of women executives is rising faster than at 
any lime in the past three years, reports the Institute of ■ ■ 
Management. . a ’ 

A poll showed that the number of women in the boardroom had 
reached a new peak of 4 j> per cent, up from 3J per cent last year. 
Meanwhile, women directors had pay rises averaging 9.2 percent 
Iasi year, compared with 7.8 per cent for men. 

Tiie InM's director general. Roger Young, said: “Women are 




Prince’ 




advancing across the board and organisations are rewarding their 
el Ions. Women have demonstrated their talents, abilities and 


professionalism lor many years, and that is now being tangibly, 
recognised." ■ 


teachi 


The average female director Is 40 - eight years younger than the 
average male director. She earns more than £71,000 - some 
£20.01 K) less than her male counterpart - according to the survey of 

ahn« isi V00 directors. 


NATURE 


Gannets prefer Scotland, It seems 

Scotland has been confirmed as world's leading habitat for gannets,. 
with more than 51) per cent of the population coming there to breed. 

colonies in tbe East Atlantic, 
1 °4v <> 7 individ ual breeding sites were discovered hi Scotland. 

populalion.says a report in the journal Scottish Birds, ha s 
24 per cenl 3 y«» r since the last complete sum* 10 

m<?rfin Van,fS > there port's author, said: “Lack of human 
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Ihe '" ,a ” s” 05 *- Britoin ' s 

7l£: ' S haV ' ’ wln S-pan of up 6ft and 


^THE 


Read 


online every day on AOL 

Call 0800 376 5376 

—TOT FREE software - quote -IndaocnH^ 


NEWSPApers 

SUPPORT RECYCLING 

fjewted paper made up 4 L 2 % of 

for UK newspapers 
in the first haff of 1996 




HOW CLOSE DO YOU WANT TO GET TO PICKING OUT THE WINNER TODAY? 



Pico 

3&-eomm Zoom. 


Fully automatic. High 
quality spherical 
Zoom kns. Self timer. 
Versatile automatic 
flash with red cie 
reduction. 


£89.99 



70W 

28-70mai Zoom. 

LTtra wide-angle 
telephoto Z*xxn lens. 
Smnctii ■pchNe 
doped' devpr. 

Soft fnrmmn] 
kx iking ponms. 

Also available m Wade 

£159.99 


fm 





H flEX 

38U5mra Zoom. 

Sufi flash lor natural 
jxrrraits and donc-upt 
.“fleck 'capsule' design. 
HilK- retnenhk 
Zr» «m lens, and flash. 
Aluminium casing. 
Also available in bbek. 
£189.99 



140EX 

38440mm Zoom* 

Theworid'ssnaDest 
Zoom compact in its 
$kss. five ^modes’ to 
match ycur subject 
Styfish aluminium 
casing. Optional 

remote controL 

£249.99 




— - "C7- ■**».... 


Minolta (VK) Ltd. Rookdcy Park, Precedent Drive, Rouludcy. Millim Kevnc*. MK13 8HF. 


MINOLTA! 


T -■ If: • !» ' 


Li . 

C-" '■' , - 


<> b 




T 









the INDEPENDENT « MONDAY 16 JUNE 


1 W 


f*. 



>0. 
• *«$ 


ys*. 




^AiJP 
y PM U 

^jo- 1 »•?£ 


. •*>£ 4 

..■Si* * ,.■*>*. - 


-J ,T • 

, ■ ♦!* 


-pA 1 



news 


How Hitler's snapshots ended up in Walsall 



Experts vouch for the 
authenticity of items 
taken from the Nazi 
leader’s Berlin bunker 



Window on history: A photograph of Hitler and other Nazis at dinner (above), which now belongs to Mr Starbuck, and (left) the self-portrait which is to be auctioned 


Ian Burrell 

Embossed in gold with an eagle and 
the initials AH, they were intended 
to carry the orders of the Fuhrer to 
the servants of the Reich. Instead 
they rest in a house in Walsall in the 
West Midlands. 

Some of the contents of Adolf 
Hillers desk, inside his Berlin 
bunker - including his personalised 
leather binder and a supply of head- 
ed notepaper - are believed to have 
emerged, 52 years after being seized 
as mementos during the fall of the 
Nazi regime. 

Three private photographs of the 


Nazi hierarchy, which are believed 
to be previously unpublished, a 
Christmas card signed by the Fuhrer, 
and Nazi certificates bearing the sig- 
natures of Hitler and Heinrich 
Himmler, have also been identified. 

For more than half a century, their 
existence was unknown to historians 
-until a fortnight ago, when the BBC 
Antiques Roadshow swung into Wal- 
sall. 

^biting in the line of would-be an- 
tiquarians was Dave Starbuck, 60, a 
. retired Midlands journalist, who 
had acquired the Nazi material. He 
said.it had originally been snatched 
up by Ronnie Read, a journalist with 


Paramount News, who was covering 
the advance of the Allied forces into 
Berlin. 

Roy Butler, the Antiques Road- 
show arms and armour expert, ex- 
amined the material and had no 
doubts it was gamine. 

“I believe that was Hitler s per- 
sonal notepaper,** he said. “The 
photographs are quite genuine. The 
documents with Hitler’s signature 
looked all right to me." 

Mr Butler was particularly im- 
pressed with the leather folder. “It 
was high-quality pale blue leather, 
gold bordered with a swastika below 
an eagle and the letters AH,” he said. 


Mr Butler said large quantities of 
Nazi memorabilia had been seized 
by the Allies. 

“Whether it was the Reich chan- 
cellory or the bunker, all the lads 
raced through it to see what they 
could find for souvenirs. 

“With all these people being in 
their 70s, these things are now be- 
ing inherited and are coming onto 
the market.” 

Next week, in Llanelli, south 
Wales, a rare self-portrait of Hitler, 
also commandeered as Allied troops 
swept through Germany, is to go on 
sale at auction. 

The nine-by-six-inch pencil draw- 


ing, which has been authenticated by 
an art expert in Manchester, is 
thought to be one of only six in ex- 
istence. It was discovered by a for- 
mer Royal Corps of Signals soldier, 
Donald Sims, in 1945. He was check- 
ing for booby traps in a house in Es- 
sen, Germany when he found the 
picture in a bricked-up wall. The 
drawing is expected to fetch £2,000. 

The documents and photographs 
taken from the Berlin bunker have 
been valued at around £1.000, with 
the leather folder worth a further 
£1,000. 

Mr Starbuck said he was given the 
items by an unnamed businessman 


who purchased them from Mr 
Read’s widow in 1960. 

One of the photographs alleged- 
ly taken from the Fuhrers desk 
shows Hitler enjoying an intimate 
meal with other senior Nazis. 

Another shows the dictator pos- 
ing with high-ranking Nazis includ- 
ing Martin Bormann, Alfred Jod) and 
Wilhelm Keitel, while the third is a 
picture of Herman Goering. 

Mr Starbuck said: “These three 
photographs have never been pub- 
lished I know they are genuine. Any- 
body can examine them. I have no 
objections whatsoever, as long as they 
don’t go out of my possession.” 


He also has an affidavit signed by 
Wilhelm Frick, Hitler’s interior min- 
ister, giving a breakdown of who ran 
the Third Reich and photographs al- 
legedly taken by the journalist at 
Hitler's bunker. 

A spokesman for the Documents 
Department of the Imperial War Mu- 
seum in London said the museum 
would be happy to provide an expert 
to examine the maleriaL 

“I suppose it's unique if he can 
prove that it has come from Hiller’s 
bunker. If Mr Butler has looked at 
it and claimed it's the real thing. I'm 
sure it is.” said the museum 
spokesman. 


Prince’s attack on trendy 
teaching provokes fury 


issued by Midland Bank pic. Member HSBC Gnutp 
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Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

The heir to the throne, who has 
admitted his own public school 
days were a brutal round of 
compulsory morning runs and 
freezing showers, last night pn> 
voked fury among teachers’ 
leaders by alleging failure in the 
British education system. 

In a television interview 
marking the 21st anniversary of 
his charity. The Prince’s Trust, 
Prince Charles suggested that 
trendy teaching policies had 
led to" a decline in standards in 
the last four decades. “I don t 
believe it’s served young people 
well at all," he said. 

■*ln fact, I believe that in 
manv ways my Trust have been 
picking up the pieces of a some- 
what failed system,” he added. 

A disciplined framework to 
life, bestowed through education, 
would help young people com- 
oete for jobs in an increasingly 

competitive market, said the 


prinoe, Mao once characterised 
the regime at Gordonstoun as 
“Colditz in kilts” He left die 
Morayshire school with five O- 
{evelsand two A-Ievels at grades 
Band C~ substantially bdew the 
typical entry qualifications for his 
next educational pit-stop. Trin- 
ity College, Cambridge. 

The comments by Prince 
Charles who, it emerged yes- 
terday, is to meet Tony Blair, the 
Prime Minister, and DavidBlun- 
kett, the Secretary of State for 
Education, to discuss the Gov- 
ernment’s plans to help unem- 
ployed young people, sparked 
criticism from teachers’ unions. 

Nigel de Gruchy, leader of 
the National Association of 
Schoolmasters - Union of 
Women Teachers, insisted that 
condemnation of the whole ed- 
ucation system as a failure was 
“a right royal travesty” which 
did a great "disservice to teach- 
ers and children. The prince was 
abusing his position and should 
decide whether be wanted to be 


a member of the royal family or 
a politician,” he said. 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Teachers, said the failure the 
prince referred to had its roots 
in society as a whole, not the 
education system. 

David Hart, general secretary 
of the National Association of 
Headteachers, said he was de- 
lighted that Prince Charles had 
thrown his weight behind the 
drive for higher standards in 
schools, since heads were al- 
ready dedicated to the same 
goal. However, there was a 
need to look forward rather 
than backwards and address 
problems of teachers’ working 
conditions and resources. 

In his BBC interview with Sir 
David Frost, Prince Charles 
called for an end to “fatuous ar- 
guments between so-called pro- 
gressives and so-called 
traditionalists” over education 
in favour of a “consensus ap- 
proach". His suggestion that 


Britain should look abroad to 
select the most successful ele- 
ments of other education sys- 
tems chimes exactly with the “if 
it works, use it" approach being 
promoted by education minis- 
ters. 

Last week, shortly after the 
Ftost interview was filmed, Es- 
telle Morris, the junior Schools 
minister, announced plans to 
encourage primary school to put 
the three Rs at the centre of the 
curriculum with a focus on tra- 
ditional literacy and numeracy 
teaching methods. 

Stephen Byers, the Schools 
Standards minister, yesterday 
welcomed the Prince’s com- 
ments. He told GMTV’s Sun- 
day Programme: “I think he is 
expressing the concern that 
many parents have, and many 
employers have, that for a large 
number of our children we are 
not giving them the quality ed- 
ucation service they deserve 
and as a country we are falling 
behind other countries.” 
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Trial delay for Saudi nurses 


lan BurreM 

The trial of two British nurse* 
charged with the murder oftheir 
Australian colleague was ad- 

C^ned for another week yw- 

& amid disputes about 

the victim's closest relatives. 
Under Saudi. Arabia 
jaws, the victim s closest 
STblood relatives are 
htenttffeS before the endof the 
trial because in the event of 

SEams 

*S5Etffc«y and ujdto 

McLean 

Is&fflgS 

nurse, has d.nnanded 

a»ntenee.-If they are 




(leftTand Deborah Parry 

M * * _ j nn right to not have a record of the heirs 
of the dead nurse,” said lawyers 
press for tne uura» representing the noises. 

rf ^^S^^dvester- Mr Gilford’s lawyers said 


frir the nurses* execution ^ 

press for tne uura» representing the noises. 

rf they were oomuc ■ Gilford’s lawyers said 

^tS'SSS^tedmore tbtty had asked for a week- 
day dial , • d nurse ’s ^ to get the necessary docu- 

mfonnanon on the m - n ts from Australia. 


rf a< Thnrsdav the nurses’ 

al-Hejailan, 
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hebsand on the power of at- 
torney of layers repor- 

"SfteSSSrf 

was not dear and the court does 


lay to get the necessary docu- 
ments from Australia. 

“The court recognises Frank 
Gilford and his mother as 
Yvonne Gilford’s blood rela- 
tives and she left her mother 


properly and Frank a modest 
sum of money," said Mr Gil- 
ford’s Saudi lawyers, the In- 
ternational Law Firm. 

The two nurses appeared in 
court for yesterday’s one-hour 
hearing but did not speak. Their 
ankles were shackled and they 
were covered in the tradition- 
al black robes worn by women 
in Saudi Arabia. 

The two allegedly confessed 
to the murders but withdrew 
their testimonies, saying they 
were obtained under duress. 

The Saudi embassy in Lon- 
don said this weekend that 
even if the court found the two 
women guilty, they would not 
necessarily be put to death. 
The court could find the mur- 
der involved self-defence or 
resulted from an argument 
which got out of hand, in which 
case the death penalty would 
not be applied. 

If the death penalty was im- 
posed the case would auto- 
matically go to a five-judge 
appeal court. The sentence 
would have to be approved fi- 
nally by King Fahd. 
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news 


NHS and schools face winter crisis 


Ministers face 
choice between 
spending targets 
or keeping poll 
promises 

Diane Coyle 
and Cofin Brown 

The National Health Service 
faces a winter of crisis unless the 
Government breaks its pledge 
to stick to existing spending 
plans this year and next, ac- 
cording to independent experts. 
The health and education bud- 
gets inherited from the Con- 
servatives, which Gordon 
Brown has said Labour will re- 
tain for the next two years, can- 
not be hit without disrupting 
services. 

Pamela Meadows, director of 
the Policy Studies Institute, 
said: “Health is the real prob- 
lem. There is a dear worry that 

it does not have -enough mon- 
ey to get through the winter.” 

NHS spending faces a short- 
fall of £300m this year, while 
more than half of all health au- 
thorities and a quarter of hos- 
pital trusts started the finan cia l 
year in debt anyway. 

Andrew DilnoL, director of 
the Institute for Fiscal Studies, 
said; “Oneway of construing the 
spending plans is that they are 
Ken Clarke's little joke at Gor- 
don Brown’s expense." 

He said that without an in- 
crease in planned spending on 
health and education this year 
and next, “there will be a dis- 
location of services that will be 
very hard to deal with”. 

The crunch in education 
would be likely to take place at 



half of all health authorities and a quarter of trusts started the year in debt Photograph: Brian Hams 


the start of next financial year, 
when existing plans will force 
local authorities to make big 
cuts in schools spending. 

These fresh warnings at the 
weekend made it clear that the 
Government’s plans for a long- 


term review of spending prior- 
ities will be overtaken by short- 
term crises. 

They came days before the 
National Audit Office (NAO) is 
due to publish its assessment of 
the forecasts of government 
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spending and revenues made in 
last year's Budget. The report, 
which will probably be released 
on Thursday, is likely to pick 
several holes in the figures. 

The NAO is expected to 
challenge the predicted sav- 
ings of £6.7bn over three years 
from the crackdown on tax 
avoidance and benefit fraud. It 
could challenge, too. the former 
Chancellor's decision to base 
the social security figures on an 


Memorandum to the Secre- 
tary of Stale for Health (Frank 
Dobson) 

Subject: Treasury's demand 
for a fundamental review of 
spending. 

There is more scope for raising 
charges than making cuts in the 
NHS. The need to find savings 
has been made acute by the dis- 
covery that health authorities 
and NHS trusts were over 
£300ra in deficit at the end of 
the financial year. March 1997. 

The Treasure has said it will 
not increase the Department's 


assumption of falling unem- 
ployment in place of the former 
convention of assuming un- 
changed unemployment. 

The report is also expected to 
disagree with Mr Clarke's as- 
sumption that the economy's 
potential long-term growth had 
climbed by a quarter point to 25 
per cenL a year. 

Together, these criticisms 
could carve a hole of more than 
£lbn in the public finances this 


year, rising to some £5bn by the 
end of the parliament. 

Thinking the unthinkable 
proved too controversial for 
Margaret Thatcher, who wound 
up the old Dowoing Street 
think- tank after its thoughts on 
welfare reform were leaked. 

The Prime Minister and his 
Chancellor may be having sim- 
ilar thoughts after Frank Dob- 
son fuelled speculation that 
the fundamental review could 


lead to charges for home visits 
by die family doctor. 

But the genie of fundamen- 
tal reform is out of the bottle, 
and cannot be put back. The 
wildest ideas are now fair game; 
nothing is ruled in, and nothing 
is ruled out. The review is be- 
ing carried out across Whitehall, 
it will last a year, and it will not 
be simply about cuts in spend- 


ing 





Blunkett: Static resources 


ENVIRONMENT 

! Memorandum to Deputy 
| Prime Minister (John 
| Prescott), Secretary of 
! State for Environment, 
Transport and the Regions. 
Subject: Treasury's 
fundamental spending re- 
view 

The merger of the Department 
of Environment with Transport 
puts us in the driving seal t par- 
don the pun) to deliver change. 
The policy should he drivcn'by 
the need for changes in priori- 
ties with a revenue-raising 
bonus for the Treasure. Your in- 
legrated transport policy is i he 
key to achieving the target of 
cutting green house s guscsK 2U 
per cent by 2111 ft. 

The options: increases in the 
duty on petrol and diesel', high- 
er taxes on company cars ac- 
cording to engine sire; 
out-of-town car parks could be 
(axed or business rated to dis- 
suade or curb cur use. For Ken 
Clarke has raised petrol duty by 
5 per cent a year without a 
squeal. Against: it is regressive 
and hits the poor driver hardest. 

Roads: moratorium on road 
building. For it would save bil- 
lions and please Swampy. 
Against: towns wanting bypass- 
es would howl, so would the 
road haulage lobby. 

Road tolls - For. a revenue- 
raising move to pay for road im- 
provements. Against: it would 
drive traffic onto minor roads. 

London Underground - 
should we sell it? For could 
raise £2bn. leaving the private 
sector to pick up the tab for 
years of under-investment. 
Against: Don't expect more 
than jEhOftm after the investment 
backlog is paid for. 


budget next year. This cannot 
hold - the real terms increases 
bequeathed by tbc lories are 
ludicrously tight: a rise offO.lbn 
to £33bn for 1 998-9 and a freeze 
until the year 2000. An emer- 
gency cash injection wifi be 
needed. In the meantime, we 
have to look at the options: 

Sell off more NHS land. 
For. land prices will rise with the 
housing market. 

Against: most of the asset sales 
have been achieved. 

Raise more in all NHS charges. 
For: There is room for in- 


Memorandum to David 
Blunkett - Secretary of 
State for Education: 

You told headteachers at their 
conference last month that 
Gordon Brown would be an 
“education chancellor”. Teach- 
ers ultimately hope this proves 
to be a more accurate lag than 
the “iron chancellor”. 

At the same meeting head- 
teachers' leader David Hart 
warned of a £4bn “black hole” 
in education spending, leaving 
Britain's schools system lag- 
ging far behind other countries'. 


Memorandum to Frank 
Field, Minister for Welfare 
Reform on comprehensive 
review of spending. 

Radical reform of ihe welfare 
state is the most challenging task 
the Government has set tLself. 
Unlonunaiely. there are some 
unappclisingobstacles. 

Universal versus means-test- 
ed benefits: You have written 
about the moral corrosiveness 
of means testing and the de- 
pendency culture, created by the 
withdrawal of benefits when 
people try to move from welfare 


creases; as a share of NHS 
finance, charges have fallen to 
2.4 per cent of NHS spending 
compared to 4 5 per cent in the 
late 1980s. 

Against: means-testing pen- 
sioners' free prescriptions could . 
be politically unacceptable^*"" 
Hotel chargt^ f *r&pte&]s could 
be allowed &cuse,more mon- 
ey for “hotcT*items^jed, food, 
room, and five-Star service. 
For. more variety, and choice. 
Against: two tier service could 
develop. 

Rationing. 

Bar. saying some things, such as 


The review is intended to ask 


invitro fertilisation, are not 
available on the NHS would 
save at the margins: Against we 
were elected to restore the 
NHS, not cut it; it would not 
save much, „ 

^An-NHStax. 

R>n it would show theOaxpay- 
er how much goes on the NHS. 
Against: the Treasury doesn't 
want to tie its hands to ear- 
marking taxes for one service. 
Charging for visits by the GP. 
Fon it would raise substantial 
sums, say £10 a head. 
Against: it would be anathema 
to our supporters. 


searc hing questions across de- 
partments and inside them: 
Can we do it better? Should we 
be doing it aD? 
more moneyirom it? If so. how 
should we use the savmgs/m- 
cr eased revenue? 

The starting point for the re- 
view is the Chancellor's order 
to Cabinet colleagues to stick to 
the spending totals inherited 
from the Tbries for the next two 
years. The annual spending re- 
view has been shelved to allow 
' ministers to concentrate on the 
radical questions about the 
medium term. 

The review is not driven by 
the search for cuts. It is about 
the scope of public expenditure, 
and how it can be recast to im- 
prove services. . _ 

John Prescott, the deputy 
Prime Minister, said: “I was me 
advocate of the audit of public 
assets. I am very happy for the 
subject of public expenditure to 
be reviewed to see if we can get 
better services, and meet our 
priorities on expenditure. 

“We have a corporate objec- 
tive to achieve those dungs 
-health, education, and jobs. 
They are the targets thatwesaid 
in five years must be met. That 
is what we are embarked upon 

now.” . . . 

Mr Prescott, who has led 
the drive for more private fi- 
nance for public services, said 
the review was an attempt to 
/•hangft the culture of Whitehall. 
In his own “super department , 
the merged environment mid 
transport ministries, he is in- 
troducing an integrated trans- 
port policy, which could be the 
key to far-reaching changes in 
the Thatcher “car economy”. 

Mr Blair’s ministers are also 
likely to be hindered by a lack 
of civil servants. Tbm Burke, 
John Glimmer’s past adviser at 
the Department of Environ- 
ment, said in the New States- 
man: “Little notice has been . 
paid to the scale of the damage^ 
done to the civil service by the 
last government” 



EDUCATION 


He said that the sum, plus ex- 
tra to cover inflation and pay ris- 
es, would remedy teacher and 
book shortages and crumbling 
buildings and would underpin 
Labour's manifesto pledge to 
raise the proportion of nation- 
al income spent on education 
over the course of a five-year 
Parliament. 

With a two-year freeze on 
public spending levels, teachers’ 
leaders know that, in reality, 
such a windfall is less likely than 
a rollover lottery win. Howev- 
er. there is still cash to play for. 
Although the total government 


grant to local authorities is 
fixed for next year, the share 
designated for education is not. 

The Local Government As- 
sociation is finalising a bid for 
the 1998-9 spending round 
seeking 2.7 per cent extra - 
around £500m - plus inflation 
for education. 

Though schools’ voices may 
he heard loudest, there is also 
pressure from the £3 billion-a- 
year further education sector. 
The Association of Colleges' 
submission ahead of the spend- 
ing round highlights how - un- 
der Tory-set spending limits - 


WELFARE STATE 


into work. But the nlternaiivc. 
universal contributory benefits, 
arc extremely expensive to fund. 
A large-scale move away from 
means-iesiing would require 
unacceptable lax increases. The 
challenge for reform will there- 
fore be to target specific groups 
of people, like lone parents, 
without m cans- test ing. 

Welfnre to work schemes: 
One pitfall Is how In make 
sure the Government does not 
end up subsidising people who 
would have found work anyway. 

There ore already fewer 
than 250,000 young people 


unemployed for mure than 
six months, so the Chancellor 
is having to cast around for 
other groups lo spend the wind- 
fall tax on. 

Even on the most optimistic 
castings, it will take at least five 
years for savings on welfare-to- 
work schemes to offset the cost 

Expense: Welfare reform is 
usually a way of spending mon- 
ey rather than saving money. 
The introduction of housing 
benefit by the Tories is a good 
example. It now is the thinl- 
biggesi item in the social secu- 
rity budget 


Frank Dobson: Shortfall 


resources for further educa- 
tion will shrink over the next 
three years, leading to cuts in 
courses and student numbers. 

If overall national education 
spending remains static, redis- 
tribution of funds between sec- 
tors may be one option, as 
proposed by Josh Hillman, re- 
search fellow at the Instituielbr 
Public Policy Research. Train- 
ing and enterprise councils, 
colleges and school sixth forms 
- all funded under different 
systems - often duplicate work 
and this could be an area to lode 
at. 


The big step in limiting future 

welfare costs, the linking of 
slate pensions to prices rather 
than earnings, has been taken. 
But with pensions still taking a 
third of the whole budget, the 
only scope for further savings 
would be to reduce the value of 
the state pension even more- 
It would also be desirable to 
limit expenditure growth in 
income support, housing ben- 
efit and disability and incapac- 
ity benefits, by restricting 
availability, and targetting 
particular groups eligible for 
benefits. 
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Conformists won’ 


t like the new Peugeot special wheel trims will certainly do little 

to appease them. 


> Indep i VCAP’Q And the engine immobiliser will be 

XN model they’ll find its X YEAK_f 

With tne AJ ■ trm f C considered altogether too liberating. 


f mdiao Blue or Shannon ■ am*-— . 

)ice of m a ^ different. INSURANCE As will the special cloth trim and 

. 


sen colours u badqing the stereo radio cassette 

on tM outside, the special b.dg.ns, _ _ 

.eristic tilting glass sunroof and 


Furthermore, the advanced 1.1 litre 


petrol engine will flummox even the most 
broad-minded of them. 

And at the drive away price of £7,795? 
they will doubtless suspect a catch. But 
enough about conformists. If you would like 
more information call 0345 106 106* or visit 
your local Peugeot dealer. 
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Old pals act 

threatens 
to visit new 
crisis on a 

troubled 

institution 





V 



David Lister 

Aits News Editor 

The disclosure that the Roy a] 
Opera House is using lottery 
money to pay its redundancy 
bills - a legal if provocative 


Under scrutiny: Lord Chadlington, aka Peter Gummer, and Mary Alien ensured a £78m handout to the Royal Opera House just before she was made head Main photograph: Adrian Dennis 


move - is likely to figure in an 
inquiry ordered by the Gov- 
ernment into the troubled 
institution. 

Lord Cowrie, chairman of 
the Arts Council, announced 
last Friday that he had ap- 


pointed Edward Walker- Amot t, 
a senior partner at the solicitors 
Herbert Smith, to examine the 
opera house's management and 
accountability, and its rela- 
tionship with the Arts Council. 

The fact that this was an- 


nounced before the latest dis- 
closures over the use of lotteiy 
money shows what a parlous 
state the opera house is in. and 
how shaky its reputation is. 

The damning instruction is- 
sued by Chris Smith. Secretarv 


of State for National Heritage, 
to the Aits Council, to ensure 
that in future the opera house 
manages its lottery-funded re- 
development with more “pro- 
bity", shows the depth of the 
Government's concern. 


But a rigorous inquiry will 
have to go even further. It will 
have to examine the role of Mr 
Smith, and how and why the 
Government connived in an 
astonishing old pals act 
This was the way in which the 
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U Arts Council met in secret and 
[I in turmoil over the appointment 
r of its secretary general, Mary 
s Allen, to head the opera house 
i -the most important post in the 
publicly subsidised arts - with- 
» out so much as a classified ad- 

vertisement in the jobs columns. 

It wil] also have to examine 
the ethics of the former Arts 
Council lottery panel chair- 
man. Lord Chadlington, and Ms 
Allen in authorising a £7Sm 
handout to the opera and how 
she then took over the ROH 
to oversee the spending of that 
money. 

Problems and bad publicity 
are not new for the opera 
house. Obscenely high ticket 
prices, redundancies, continu- 
ing threats of strike action by the 
backstage unions, and the fail- 
ure to find a home for the its 
companies during its two-year 
closure have seen to that. 

Bur in the past two months 
its problems have taken on a 
darker hue. And the opera 
house is beginning to look like 
an institution in moral crisis. 

In May, Jenny McIntosh, a 
left-leaning administrator, re- 
signed as general director after 
only four months on the 
grounds of ill health. Stall pe- 
titioned Mr Smith For her re-in- 
slaiemcnt, an odd thing to do 
if she was in poor health. Bui 
odder was to follow. 

Lord Chadlington - former- 
ly Peter Gummer, Tory public 
relations adviser and "head of 
city PR firm Shandwick - 
appointed his former colleague 
Ms Allen to replace Ms McIn- 
tosh. The post was not adver- < 
tised. It was said that Ms Alien 
had applied the last time the i 
post was vacant. i 

This was not the case. In fact s 
she hud been on the appoint- i 
ments panel and helped in Ms s 
McIntosh's selection. 

But there was one important / 
hurdle to cross before her po- t 
siiion could be ratified. t 

Lord Chadlington went to see i 

Mr Smith. He said that with the c 
redevelopment at Covent a 
Garden in full swing, the opera p 
could not spend another IS r 
months on making an appoint- I* 
menl. Mr Smith did not appear lj 


to' question why it should take 
18 months to ml the post. 

Of greater interest is the 
person Lord Qiadlmgton chose 
to accompany him to the meet- 
ing, understood to have taken 
place without the department’s 
permanent secretary. Bob 
Gavron, a publisher, had do- 
nated £500,000 to Labour be- 
fore the general election. 

It is too crude to suggest that 
the sight of Mr Gavron was a 
nudge to Mr Smith. But the Sec- 
retary of Slate’s acquiescence in 
such an unorthodox appoint- 
ment is one of the strangest as- 
pects of the whole saga. 

A leading figure in the arts, 
who did not wish to be named, 
said yesterday: “Chris Smith 
simply rolled over. It was re- 
markable. The Arts Council is 
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Bob Gavron: Labour -donor 
called in to meet minister 

meant to monitor the Royal 
Opera House. Mary Alien 
should have been in there do- 
ing everything she could to 
stop Jenny McIntosh resigning." * 
And though all who know Ms »- V 


Allen pay tribute to her work at 
the Arts Council, it is impossi- 
ble to meet any senior figures 
in the arts without the subject 
of the opera house coming up, 
and being given feeling that its 
procedures have exposed war- 
tying practices in the way the 
lottery works and the way pub- 
lic appointments are filled. 
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Scooter fens hit the road to pay homage to an Italian job 


* 



NteCfcutti 


Homeward bound: Patch and friends, with their Lambrettas, preparing to set off on their journey to Milan 


At first glance, they seem un- 
likely pilgrims. Yet Patch, Bell- 
boy, Daz and Vic are among 
almost 1,000 British travellers 
heading on a sacred mission - 
to reach Milan by the 50th an- 
niversary of the birth of Lam- 
bretla, the Italian scooter which 
helped define the Sixties. 

Patch and his friends plan to 
celebrate the anniversary of 
the first Lambrettas rolling off 
the production line at a gigan- 
tic international rally on Sat- 
urday. 

Each day this week, groups 
of riders from all over Britain 
will converge on Milan, in many 
cases on scooters twice as old 
as they are. Thousands of equal- 
ly dedicated worshippers from 
around the world wfll also be 
paying homage after trips that 
may have taken several months. 

For Patch (real name Patrick 
Hood) the Lammie is more than 
just a scooter. A classically 
trained dancer, he gave up his 
career as principal at the Vienna 
Festival Ballet to open a busi- 
ness, Scooter Surgery, in Toot- 
ing, south London, just over a 
year ago. His Lambretta 
epiphany came when he was 12- 
years-old. “A friend let me take 
one out illegally. It was race- 
tuned and I was pushing it up 
to 90mph. The feeling was in- 
describable - excitement and 
fear mixed into one." 


The first Lambretta was de- 
signed by Ferdinando Inno- 
cent!, a steel tube manufacturer, 
whose factory in Milan had 
been heavily damaged by Allied 
bombing during the Second 
World War. 

To meet the desperate need 
for cheap transport and get 
production starred again at his 
factory, Innocenti designed a 
■email -frame motorbike. It was 
made out of curved steel tub- 
ing, with small wheels, a step- 
through riding position and an 


‘Lammies are 
my hobby, my 
job, everything. 
They have given 
my life meaning’ 


engine bolted on under the 
seat- Lambrettas began rolling 
off the line in 1947 and within 
years were being sold by the mil- 
lion. 

I -am hretta's main competi- 
tor, launched a year earlier, was 
the Vespa, by Piaggio. By the 
late Fifties, the two had hlown 
their rivals - including Harley- 
Davidson and Messerschmidt - 
out of the water. 

In Britain, the Lammie eas- 
ily outsold the Vespa for more 


than two decades, aided by its 
more elegant slim-look design, 
better stability on the road, 
higher top speed and greater 
ease of maintenance. 

Lambrelta’s demise came in 
1972, despite Lhe company 
launching its mechanically most 
advanced scooter, the GP, three 
years earlier. Scooierists still 
mutter darkly about British 
Ley I and, the catastrophically- 
managed UK car manufactur- 
er which bought Innocenti in 
1971 and halted Lammie pro- 
duction, allegedly to concentrate 
on making the Mini. Innocen- 
ti itself went down the tubes a 
while later. 

For years, Lambrettas 

seemed destined only for the 
scrap-heap. Then, as the craze 
for scooters look hold a ga i n , as- 
sisted by Britpop bands Oasis 
and Blur, plus the revival of Six- 
ties music. Lammies were re- 
discovered. 

Today, container- loads of 
broken down Lambrettas sell 
within days of being imported 
from Italy and undergo a nut- 
and-bolt restoration. 

Patch has no qualms about 
the revival: “Mechanically. 
Lambrettas have stood the test 
of time. Properly restored, they 
can go on running forever." 

Steve Edwards, his work- 
mate at Scooter Surgery, says: 
“Lammies are my hobby, my 
job, everything. They have giv- 
en my life meaning." 
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Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


chad Heseltine warned his 
rty yesterday that it faced “a 
Sous risk" of recreating the 
ts and splits that left Labour 
t of office for IS years. 

The former deputy prime 
inister told BBC television’s 
t the Record that the Tory 
iderebip contest was throat- 
ing to hand Tony Blair "a 
iceless card", with the parly 

. - x. Ciifnnc nnH 


Nevertheless, last week’s 
traumatic battle was fought all 
over again on the BBC Televi- 
sion Breakfast with Frost pro- 
gramme yesterday, with Mr 


Clarke warning of the conse- 
ss if Mr Hi 


ag touch with Euro^>e^jnd 


ler 


lining the door on 
gration. 

i an appeal for MPs to back 
ineth Clarke in this week’s 
e rehip ballots. Mr Heseltine 
icised the decision of 
liam Hague and John Red- 
id to rule out joining a sm- 
currency. 

[e said that would be- an un- 
* challenge to a “significant 
iber" of Tory MPS- "It would 
e a serious risk of igninng a 
iod of disunity which would 
•xciting perhaps Tor every- 
|y, but which would in my 
id recreate the atmosphere 
979, not in the Conservative 
ty but in the Labour Party-" 
fbe Heseltine warning was 
lerlined by Lord Rodgers of 
any Bank, who, as Wfflram 
dgers, was one of the gang 
four who led Labour MPs 
3 theSDPinl981. 

-le told BBC radios nie 
jid this Weekend that what 
s happening in the Conn- 
ive Partv today was so like 

at happened 20 years ago m 

* abour Party” ■ 


q uences if Mr Hague and Mr 
Redwood persisted in locking 
out membership of a angle 
currency for at least 10 years. 

“They’re not going to get 
man y pro-Europeans into their 
Cabinet if that becomes the key 
element of their appeal," Mr 
Clarke said. 

Nevertheless, Mr Hague - 
the favourite for the leadership 

contest - said that the single cur- 
rency “boil" had to be lanced 
with a dear-cut line for his shad- 
ow cabinet. 

But he went further still say- 
ing that, if elected, he would tty 
to"" renegotiate any further 
tranches of sovereignty that 
bad been banded over to Brus- 
sels by a Labour Government. 

Mr Heseltine said that 
whoever wins this week, be 
does not plan to rejoin the 
shadow cabinet. It is also 
possible that other pro-Euno- 
j>ean former cabinet ministers 
Sight want to return to the back 
benches, including Sir George 
Young, John Gummer and 

St But; 6 Lord Arehe r could well 
be willing to offer his semees 
to a new leader. In the R°bert 
Kennedy Memorial Address at 
the Oxford Union today, be wfll 

urge his party to appoint a 
chief executive to dnve thj 
party to victory in the next 
general election 


r . fa"- 

net fears gag 
• union cash 



e the conduct 
arto take into 

paid ty trade 
Ki-uir parties. 
IQues- 


HStere uuu. 1 
ypneetnents 
ving trade 
the money 
idual con- 


Ai present, the Cornet Of- 
fice rules state: 
should take care to ^ 

they do not become assoc ated 

with non-public oiganisa ton* 
whose objectives may m any de- 
gree conflict with S ove S“®°! 
policy and thus give nse to a 
conflict of interest.. 

The rales have already pre- 
sented problems. Glenda Jack- 

son, 3 
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JUST £40 



Highgateconsotuenqrre^- 
£2p) last year to 
the train drivers union, should, 
under these 
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bam sflenced adding thaijt 

was no conflict of mterest - 
To date, Ms Jacksonbas 
«sued a statement regarding the 
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typical example 


There’s never been a 
cooler way to purchase a 
Mondeo Verona. 

With 24 monthly payments 
of £229 (plus deposit and 
optional final payment), 
even the finance is frozen. 


• 15" alloy wheels 

• Quickclear windscreen 

• Driver’s side airbag 

• Metallic paint 

• Safeguard engine 
immobiliser 

• 1.8 litre 16v engine 


Mileage (per annum) 

12,000 

Estimated on the road price" 

£13,895 

Deposit (30%) 

£4.108.50 

Balance 

£9,798.50 

Total charge for credit^ 

£1,504.86 

Total amount payable 

£15,499.86 

Term (months) 

25 

Number of monthly payments 

24 

Monthly payment 

£229.14 

Optional final payment to purchase 
(Minimum Guaranteed Future Value*) 

£5,732.00 


APR 
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It brings you to your senses. 
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0345 111 777 www.ford.co.uk 
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Retail Pfloe a* th ® “"1 t ® credit Europe pic, PO Box 46, Brentwood, Essex QM13 3AR- Guarantees and Indemnities may be required. Finance is provided eubiect 
are available on requesi TTom^oro crea.x^^ ^ buSin ,„ u „ r » may inel | gib |«. 0 * Finance excludes Ford Privilege, motel eharge for credit Includes a finance facility 

to 0 ^^5o^>ayaDle with ths ffrat monthly payment. l Further charges may be made subject to mileage and condition if the vehicle le returned at the end of the agreement. 
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Soft sell enters battle against 



Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

The Campaign for Racial 
Equality- has toned down its 
traditionally hard-hitting anti- 
racism message for a new ad- 
vertising campaign that will 
form a key part of the European 
Union's 1997 Year Against 
Racism. 

The campaign, which is part 
funded by the Home Office, is 
being launched in London to- 
day by the sprinter and Olympic 
gold medalist Linford Christie. 


q advert, created bv 

S^Wwith the help 
directors of commercials 
^“O^ed their services, is 
uuedfqKaf and presents an ar- 

toticaUy shot “feelgood" mes- 
sage that wc are all the same 
under the skin. 

It follows the lives of people, 
belonging to a variety of races, 
nom birth to death, to show that 
all go through the same 
uungs - from worrying about 
homework to erving after an 
mternadonai football defeat. 
Children change from black 


to white as they worry about 
their homework, bishops and 
bushmen arc seen at worship, 
and inter-racial couples blend 
into new combinations of 
colours and gender. 

Kes Gray, the copywriter 
who created the advert for 
Saatchi & Saatchi. said it was a 
departure for the CRE: “A lot 
of past work for the CRE has 
tended to point the finger over 
racism. It has been reafiy hard- 
hitting and aggressive, and this 
time we wanted the tone to be 
more heartfelt. 


“Wc had a broader canvas be- 
cause it was a longer film and 
it was for all of Europe, so we 
wanted to create a broad sense 
of humanity - wc didn't want to 
lecture people, instead we want- 
ed to give them a good feeling 
about the world.** 

In the past, the CRE has used 
images of faeces and petrol 
coming through a letter box, un- 
der the slogan; “And you com- 
plain about junk mail." 

Its last major campaign fea- 
tured identical brains of Euro- 
pean, African and Asian origin 


compared with a smaller brain 
labelled “racist”. 

However. Saatchi & Saatchi 
deny lhaL the campaign marks 
a long-term departure for the 
CRE: “We are working on a 
much more hard-hitting cam- 
paign focused on the issue of 
discrimination against ethnic 
minority women," said Mr 
Gray. “Because it's a narrower 
topic than Equality, it lends 
itself to that." 

The two-minute film was 
made by 14 of advertising's 
top directors. They included 


Jonathan Glazer, responsible 
for the Caffrey's beer advert in 
which a New York pub turns 
into scenes of Ireland, and Nick 
Lewin, who made the humor- 
ous “We Want to be together!" 
advert for Hie Prudential. The 
directors used free time during 
other shoots to make their 
films, which were then pieced 
together by Saatchi’s editors. 

The advert will run at full 
length in cinemas and od MTV, 
as well as in shorter versions on 
Channel 4 and other EU televi- 
sion channels. 
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One of the images used in the new campaign 

Steam trains 
sidelined for 
the summer 




-'iiSr 


Kathy Marks 


Chariots of fire: Steam trains, sucha^thls are 


Photograph: Barry Wilkinson 


The evocative sound of steam 
trains chugging through the 
countryside will not be beard on 
Britain’s main lines this sum- 
mer. Railtrack has declared 
them a fire hazard and banished 
them from the entire network 
until September. 

The move received an unex- 
pected welcome from Pete Wa- 
terman, the music producer 
and railway enthusiast whose 
company. Rail Charter Ser- 
vices. is the country's largest op- 
erator of steam trains. 

Mr Waterman said yesterday 
that the trains were like “flame 
throwers" in the dry summer 
months, with the sparks they 
showered out igniting vegetation 
along the embankments. He 
warned that operators who op- 
posed the ban were an “irre- 
sponsible lunatic fringe". 

The trains will still be able to 
run on the 80 or so preserved 
short private lines, where extra 
precautions can be taken and 
there is no risk of disruption to 
ordinary services. 

Dozens of vintage steam en- 
gines ply the British rafl net- 
work. chartered mainly for day 
trips run by tour companies. 
Many of the companies are 


small and say they need the 
summer business to survive. 
Railtrack instituted a partial ban 
last summer after an incident in 
which a steam train set alight a 
50-mile swathe of undergrowth 
on the Crewe to Carlisle line, 
causing five-hour delays to West 
coast rail services. 

“It has been agreed with the 
operators that steam trains will 
no longer run during the 
months of June, July and Au- 
gust,” a Railtrack spokesman 
said yesterday. “We can’t risk 
throwing normal services into 
turmoil, as has happened the 
past two summers. The opera- 
tors do have the option of at- 
taching a diesel engine while 
going along a stretch of track on 
a main line, or they can convert 
to a different form of fuel." 

Mr Waterman said the t rains 
should be limited throughout 
the year to private lines and a 
few quiet m ainlin e routes. “No- 
one loves steam tr ams more 
than I do, but they use 19th cen- 
tury technology and are ex- 
tremely dangerous,*’ he said. 

He claimed there would be 
an outcry if Railtrack cut back 
the trackside undergrowth to 
eliminate the fire risk, as hap- 
pened in the days of regular 
steam services. 
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H^ve .yop just taken up the game and see yourself as the new Tiger Woods, or are you 
an experienced golfer keen to show your talents on a variety of new courses? 
Whatever your golfing aspirations, and whatever standard you are, The 
independent and Independent on Sunday are offering you the opportunity to 
get two rounds of golf for the price of one from a choice of over 300 private eolf 
. courses m Britain and Ireland • • • 6 

Far just £6 you will receive The Independent 2-FOREZ-l Golf Directory which contains 4 
2FORF i WOre 300 leading prh-ategotf courses in Britain and Ireland. Each 

vouche f entl ff es .y. ou » holder to play one free round at any one of the participating 

^ a ,P^ mg Partner who has paid the normal Adult Visitor Green Fee. 
Wrth Green Fees at participating courses ranging from £10-£45 you can save up to £180 by iwim r 

JS , d f ailS 0f a11 ** “ and booking reqK^ffig 
a hnSop b requ^d^ S ^ ° W S6aS0n ’ 1311168 at which * allowed and whether or no 

and ™ cher ® “d l Golf Directory simply complete the application form 

S, a chec * u I e fo F 45 ( ma de payable to 2-FOREI-l) to the given address. 

A a selection of Golf courses that feature in this promotion. 

A complete list of the selected courses is printed in The Independent 2-FORE! -l Directory . 
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Provided ^ apeqa tnree ar^ 

more hours out in the fresh air' ftUofr lag? 0m 
your ball on its haphazard journey aroundE>C 
the most far flung comers of your chosen"* 
course. 

All you need is the typical golfer’s ] 
bucketful of optimism. Every golfer beferosHNY 
m the P^sibility that the next shot w^be^ K ^ 
better, that a small change to vour swing 1 

aw T oa ? h wil1 at last se^tSS? %. 
ball do what you ve been wanting it to do afl ’ u - 
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Wales, Scotland, 
Ireland selection 


Bryn Morfydd Hotel GC 
Uanrhaeadr. Denbigh, 
Denbighshire 

Mountain Ash Golf Club 
Cefnpennar, Mountain Ash, Mid 
Glamorgan 

Conwy ( Caernarvonshire) GC 
Beacons Way. Marfa, Conmy, 
Gwent 

Westerwood Hotel Golf & 
Country Club 
1 St Andrews Drive, 
Westerwood, Cumbernauld 



Galashiels GC 
Ladhope Recreation Area, 
Galashiels, Selkirkshire 

Machrie Hotel & Golf Links 
Port Blen, Isle of Islay. Argyll 

Newton Stewart GC 
Kirroughtree Avenue, Minnigaff, 
Newton Stewart, Wigtownshire 

Bridge of Allan GC 
4 Pendreich Road, Bridge of 
Allan, Stirlingshire 

Dougalston GC 
Strathblane Road, Milngavie, 
Glasgow 


Mount Ober Golf & Country 
Club 

Ballymaconaghy Road, 
Knockbracken, Belfast, 
N.lreland 

St Helen's Bay Golf & Country 
Club 

St Helen’s, Kilrane, Rossiare 
Harbour, Co Wexford, Ireland 

Fota Island GC 
Carrigtwohill. Co Cork, Ireland 

Lee Vblley Golf & Country 
Club 

Clashanure, Ovens, Cork. 
Ireland 


Limerick Country Golf & 
Country Club 
Ballyneetly, Co Limerick, 
Ireland 

Northop Country Park 
Northop, Nr Chetsre. Rintshire 

Chirk GC 
Chirk. Nr Wrexham 

Berth & Ynslas GC 
Borth, Dyfed 

The Machrihanish GC 
i Macrihanish, Cambletown. 
Argyll 
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Sf-?! S rV i mLiSt recaved ^ June San 
ami -UDnmtled on an official appfleattan Iwm 

SSSEg . ££ * JSR 

W^ l S ,ab,e to ' 2-TOREI-1 
52™f^2[™J v,flt ' eprnlBa oneachdav 
£*£"■5 Saturday 14 June to Tu Ktia v 

2S3S? 1- 18y0araOf OWfTSnly olw 

^ pefMn ' aWicabons 

JS J2 ■? l ST Sumei "at t» 

areoWW. 4^ No responsibility can be 
acc ?f to3 *«■ incomplete or iiegible 

saS^KE'-ssai 

5 JP? PH J°* Z410 - Wougtoon Parti. 

MW 3PN. Tei.0190B 3«4o6 
B- Full terms and contfiforrs of voucher 

FOTElT^in^ 10 E* lndfl P««lenl 2- 
InTi- ' .u^ D^ectorv- B. Vbuchera are valla 
tor 1 2 months from dole of issue. 
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s new war 



Mhtlhew Chance 

Pnnom Pfenh 

Pacing the corridors of the 
notorious Tuol Sleng Prison, a 
wnner School in central Phnom 
Penh which served as a death 
camp for 20,000 people, the hor- 
rors of genocide abound. In this 
place and others. Pol Pot and 
UK I Khmer Rouge purged Cam- 
opdja of those it judged to be 
thwarting the people’s revo- 
lution . Inside, pasted on die 
walk are thousands of pictures 
or Cambodians who had the 
misfortune to die here, pho- 
tographs taken as grim records 
by. the. bloody hands of the ex- 
ecutioners themselves. 

Th/s is a place of mourning 
for many in Cambodia, a napVin 
soil traumatised by a night- 
mare of suffering which saw 2 
million people killed in the Pol 
Pot years, from 1975. to 1979. 

“1 cotne every year to look at 
the photographs in the hope of 
seeing my mother and father," 
said Bun Ouch Pole, separated 
from his family more than 20 
years ago by the Khmer Rouge. 

“The news that Pol Pot’s 
own killers have turned ag^in<a 
him makes me fed happy,” 
he says, “but I want to see Pol 
Pot die a slow and painful 
death. I want to see the end of 
the Khmer Rouge because of 
the things they did to me and 
my family." 

As the Khmer Rouge re- 
portedly disintegrates around its 
northern Anlong Veng, strong- 
hold. Cambodian troops are ad- 
vancing to the region to support 
about 1,000 renegade guernJlas 
who have turned on Pol Pot. fol- 
lowing his recent brutal purge 
of Khmer Rouge commanders. 

Now that “Brother Number 
One" is on the run and facing 
a violent death, many Cambo- 
dians feel that justice is finally 
being done. There are hopes 
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Record of murder: A Cambodian looking at photographs of Khmer Rouge victims in the genocide museum at Tuol Sleng 


that peace can now prevail 
But rising political tension in 
Cambodia is dampening this op- 
timism. There are fears that (he 
end of the war with the Khmer 
Rouge may, in fact, harm the 
country's peace prospects. 

Cambodia’s two rival prime 
ministers are the problem. 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh, 


the First Prime Minister and 
Hun Sen, the powerful Second 
Prime Minister, have been bat- 
tling for mil/tary supremacy in 
the run-up to next year's elec- 
tion. And both have been ne- 
gotiating with the Khmer Rouge. 

“The prime ministers think 
the election result will be 
determined by who has the 


biggest, most powerful army,** 
says Ker Munthit, a Cambodi- 
an analyst. “Both have been 
wooing Khmer Rouge leaders 
with promises of amn esties and 
autonomy, in exchange for mil- 
itary support" 

Last August, lang Sary, a 
Khmer Rouge commander of 
10,000 guerrilla fighters, de- 


fected to the government align- 
ing himself with Prince Ra- 
nariddh. The latest deal could 
bring all bur a hard core of 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas at An- 
long Veng over to the prince. 

Hun Sen, who dominates 
the Cambodian army, has fared 
worse. He is reported to have 
been close to a deal with Son 


Photograph: Reuter 

Sot the Khmer Rouge securi- 
ty chief, before last week's 
purge. That saw Son Sen exe- 
cuted on Pol Pot’s orders. 

“It’s tragic," says one Phnom 
Fenb-based diplomat “the end 
of the Khmer Rouge should be 
uniting the country. Instead, it 
looks like sending the country 
straight back to war.” 


Clinton warns of return to race segregation 


Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 

President Clinton hammered out a 
sobering message about the state of 
race relations in the United States twice 
over the weekend, warning of the 
danger of rersegregation along racial; - 
lines and defending the controversial 
policy olTaffinnative actionr mJtiigb- 

- ep edneatiom- • ■ v?:-."" *;• - ' 


leation witiilxve tra^™ssiDn of a preSs 


conference by all 12 members of the 
jury that passed the death sentence on 
the Oklahoma City bomber, Timothy 
McVeigh. And those Americans who 
were listening to the President were not 
universally delighted. 

On Saturday. Mr Clinton ventured 
into what many American liberals 
regard as the “enemy territory" of 
.California to launch his long-awaited 
/initiative;. on race. Addressing the 
/ graduation ceremony at the University 
of California, at San Diego, Mr 


Clinton said: “We have tom down the 
barriers in our laws. Now we must 
break down the barriers in our lives, 
our minds and onr hearts." 

California voted in a referendum last 
year to abandon positive discrimina- 
tion for ethnic minorities and had ear- 
tier voted to end welfare benefits for 
illegal immigrants and their children, 
a decision that was overturned as 
unconstitutional. 

While the move to end “affirmative 
action" is still being challenged in the 


courts, its abandonment in California's 
state university system has already led 
to a sharp fall in the number of black 
and Hispanic students in graduate law 
schools. Attacking the decision and its 
results as “devastating", Mr Clinton 
said: “Call it what you will - but I call 
it re-segregation." 

Repeating his points in an interview 
with the news channel CNN, broadcast 
yesterday, Mr Omton spoke of the ten- 
dency for white Americans to buy hous- 
es barricaded in “gated communities" 


and to insulate themselves in a world 
where they see “only people like 
themselves”. 

While many praised his effort to start 
a national discussion on race relations, 
some black Democrats, including Jesse 
Jackson, criticised Mr Clinton for 
leaving the initiative until so late in his 
presidency. Some conservatives, mean- 
while, including the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives Newt Gin- 
grich, attacked an initiative that, they 
predicted, would solve nothing. 


New Yorkers braced for 
high-rise rent hike 

y° rk apartment dwellers were braced for 
if a mi ? ni ghL deadline approached for 

the expiration of 40-year-old rent stabilisation laws in the 

^^k^^ tC k- neg0tialions m Albany, the state capital, to 
,? K,S ’^ er ? to go on into the night. 

■ ^ .i? 1 ! 1 ■ cur * >s ' landlords would in theory be free 
mstantiy to increase rents. The state Governor, George 
Pataki, passed emergency measures this weekend to 
prevent unfair harassment of tenants by landlords. 

David Usbome - New York 

Europe and US sign trade pact 

The European Union and the United States have ended a 
long argument about product standards, and have signed 
an agreement that could cut years off the time it takes for 
large categories of goods to be marketed on either side of 
the Atlantic. 

The Mutual Recognition Agreement to be initialled this 
week, applies to medical products, pharmaceuticals, 
electrical goods and telecommunications equipment, an d it 
means that tests conducted by one side will be accepted by 
the other, eliminating Lhe need for repeat testing. There is 
still no agreement, however, on standards in lhe vexed 
areas of meat and other agricultural products. 

Mary Dejevsky - Washington 

Russian football boss shot dead 

The director general of the Russian football club Spartak, 
Larisa Nechayeva, was shot dead outside Moscow, police 
said. A police officer, speaking by telephone from the 
village of Tkratovo, about 75 miles east of Moscow, said 
Nechayeva was killed, along with another woman, when 
their car came under fire. Their driver was wounded, he 
added, refusing to give any other details. Reuters - Moscow 

Tudjman promises rosy future 

Firanjo Tudjman, the Croatian President, promised a rich 
and democratic future for his country after casting his ballot 
in a presidential election which the opposition has already 
branded undemocratic. Both opposition candidates. Via do 
Gotovac of the Social Liberal party and Zdravko Tomac of 
the Social Democrats, have criticised Ibdjman for using his 
present function and state institutions and funds to promote 
his campaign. Reuters - Zagreb 

No fraud case for Netanyahu 

Israel's Supreme Court rejected an appeal to overrule 
prosecutors and charge Benjamin Netanyahu, the Prime 
Minister, with fraud in a government influence-peddling 
scandal The court rejected the petitions by a 4-J vote, 
ruling that the prosecutors’ derision, that there was not 
enough evidence to indict Mr Netanyahu, was reasonable. 

AP- Jerusalem 

US army turns off sex hotline 

The US army has shut down the hotline it started last 
November to receive complaints about sexual misconduct, 
saying that it has served its purpose. The line, a response to 
complaints that the army was not taking sexual harassment 
allegations seriously, took more than 8,000 calls, and 342 
cases are under investigation as a result 
In recent weeks, however, tip-offs about adulterous affairs 
have led to the resignation of several senior officers and have 
scuppered the promotion chances of the deputy head of the 
armed forces, air force general Joseph Ralston. The hotline 
is to be replaced by an “assistance line" that will not accept 
anonymous complaints. Mary Dejevsky - Washington 
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Norwich Union pic 

Share Offer Allocations 
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NORWICH 

UNION 


Allocations of Norwich Union shares sold under the Members’ Offer and Retail Offer have been made 
shown below. 


Members’ Offer Price 
265P per share 

Allocations fn fhe Members’ Offer 

Amount 
appHadfar 


Public Offer Price (Retail Offer) 

290 p per share 

AJtocalfons in the Retail Offer 


Amount 

■ppHtdfor 


100 % 

700% 


fSrOOO 

£ 10,000 


£15,000 

£ 20,000 


£30,000 

£40,000 


£50,000 

£60,000 


£70,000 

£80,000 


£90,000 

£ 700,000 



2,403 

2,677 


Norwich Union Share Account statements and share certificates together with return money 
cheques are expected to be despatched to applicants on Friday 20 June 1997- Applicants Who deal 
before receipt of a share account statement or share certificate will do so at the risk of selling shares 
for Which they have not received an allocation. 


Global Co-mHnator 

Dresdner Ktefnwort Benson 


ft* ■Boat ton, nr amBHonri an Norwich Union An) bang lilted en the toedm Stock Exchange. It It npeCtad tint thfe w 9 occur ezrty cmiS June 1957. iHt 
*fawti**nei*T»bccnfeiu*d by Nonrfch Union pic and apprendby Xfebwait Bauson United {wMdi fc TCgdatedby Th* Scooftfes and Futures AuSmtly United} 
far Am •pnposgrfsnrtfam 57 o< tfa Fteancfal Savfas Art 1986, MefcmwrtBenian Limited taMUngfoy The N 0 fn<kli UnfcmUfetammnEeSoc U tyand Wonwldi Union pie 
«M d»ioBB edwtorertlwtafl»«Offmi^wgiiBtSti*Tnn^lB« q wBteaaDTtoliBiwMiUBkmUfelnHignceSachh> M«l WrawlAUBfeBpkfarpinv fcBi^ 
tepartre^wdt» aKaB dl irere i HOT llwtMwfay i Bd ^ iteliiidrtloii1»ftiOfa.ThwlMd l l BWMi fciMtftri h l KaiBa 
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Susanna Tamaro is exactly the 
sort of author the Italian liter- 
ary establishment bates. She 
doesn't go to the right parties (in 
fact, she doesn’t go to parlies at 
all). She doesn’t have modish 
left-wing views (worse still -she 
e a practising Catholic). She isn't 
part of the creaky academic 
gerontocracy (she is not yet 40, 
and lives in the country with a 
girlfriend and a dog). 

Most unforgivable of all, she 
is wildly popular. Her 1993 
novel Follow Your Heart, a ten- 
der tale of tove and betrayal 
stretching over three genera- 
tions of women, has sold 5 mil- 
lion copies world-wide, making 
her a household name not only 
in her own country, but also in 
Germany, France and Spain. 

That’s more books than the 
entire literary establishment, 
Umberto Eco excepted, could 
ever dream of shifting. Fbr four 
long years the literati have been 
firming with jealous indignation. 
Now, with the publication of 
Tamaro’s latest novel, Anima 
Mundi, they have seen their 
chance for revenge and they are 
t aking it with gusto. 

The critics have not just 
panned Anima Mundi , a re- 
flection on the evils of the 20th 
century as seen through the par- 
allel stories of two childhood 
friends; they have set about a 
wholesale character assassina- 
tion of its author. Picking up on 


Susanna Tamara’s success provokes 
the literati to pick up poison pens, 
writes Andrew Gumbel in Rome 


|be book’s dear anti-communist 
Jrain. particularly in its depic- 
tion of Tito’s prison camps 
near ThesteJm the late Forties, 
have tamed T&maro as a tai- 
ntless reactionary. Some have 
ev ? n y xuse&her of takin g in- 
spiration from a notorious Fas- 
cist- ideologue called Julius 
J=w«a, whose name appears in 

the book in connection with a 

“ ** . _ » 

‘Reviews made 
gratuitous jibes 
about Our Lady 
of the Bestseller s’ 

cleariy drstfirbed character, and 
conclude she must be some 
kind of Recast herself. 

Nobody ?would make great 
claims about the literary qual- 
ity oiA^iint^Mundi, which has 
quickfjMegarted from the top 
of the bestseller lists, but the 
level of debate ha* plumbed the 
very VBomt depths of carping 
mediocrity'. Many of the reviews, 
having-. no truck with the un- 


fashionable themes of evil and 
redemption that Tamaro tack- 
les, have made gratuitous jibes 
about “Our Lady of the Best- 
sellers” and complained that her 
anti-communism is as outdated 
as the religious pilgrimages of 
the Middle Ages. 

One critic, Cesaie Segre, 
could just about swallow her im- 
plied criticism of the Italian left 
lor feeing lo condemn Tito’s re- 
pressive behaviour near Tri- 
este, but wondered why Thmaro 
had not given space to “more 
positive” aspects of Italy' s left- 
wing cuJmre. such as the defeat 
of Fascism or the referendum 
that legalised divorce in the Sev- 
enties (the answer is that nei- 
ther of these isues has anything 
to do with her story)- 

Some felt sufficiently sure of 
their opinions to dismiss the 
book without actually opening 
it. “When you’re dealing with 
trash you don’t have to read it 
to pass judgement,” said Silvia 
Roncbey, host of a farcically 
precious television book pro- 
gramme. who described minima 
Mundi as “two-bit spiritualism 
straight out of a New Age 
wholewheat pasta shop". 


This week, after six solid 
months of abuse, Tamaro final- 
ly answered her critics. “Why do 
they call me a Fascist? Just be- 
cause I said in an interview that 
communism bad destroyed, 
morally, economically and so- 
cially, those countries where it 
has held sway? Isn’t that the sad 
truth we can see everywhere 
from Albania to Russia?" she 
wrote. “Tfc say that someone who 
no longer believes in the com- 
munist system is a Fascist seems 
to me an infantile amplifi cation." 

Infantile, but nevertheless a 
mantra of Italian cultural life, 
over which a certain self-satis- 
fied strain of left-wing acade- 
mics and critics has exerted a 
stranglehold over the past half- 
century. “By raising the issue of 
anti-communism, she has vio- 
lated one of the golden rules of 
left-wing cultural gpod man- 
ners." the magazine Panorama 
commented. 

The whole affair has left 
Tamaro bitterly disillusioned. 
She now avoids journalists and 
says she won't write another 
book for 20 years. The only 
episode in the whole affair to 
put a smile on her face was a 
rogue news report a few weeks 
ago - typical of the poisonous 
atmosphere - that she had tried 
to commit suicide. “This is the 
sort of story that wiD make me 
live for another hundred years,” 
she crowed. 
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Under sie ge : Susanna Tamaro, whose latest novel has brought her six months of literary abuse Photograph: Patrick Landmann 


Cinema tragedy may kill 
complacency among elite 


Peter Fopham 

New Delhi 


The cinema fire which killed 57 
and injured more than 100 in 
South Delhi on Friday evening 
was India's fourth disastrous fire 
in less than six months. 

But unlike those which killed 
200 religious devotees in Oris- 
sa in February, and 41 in Tamil 
Nadu earlier this month, this one 
occurred under the noses of In- 
dia’s ruling class. Some of them 
even lost their lives. The family 
of a former government minis- 
ter. and a cavalry officer who had 
jusi returned from winning gold 
medals for equestrianism at the 
National Games in Bangalore, 
were among the dead. 

The fire broke on the first day 
showing of Border, an epic 
about the 1971 war with Pak- 
istan, just as Pakistani bombs be- 
gan to explode on screen. Had 
it happened during the earlier 
screening. Delhi's film critics 


could have been wiped out en 
masse. 

Whether the proximity of 
the disaster to the centres of 
power will persuade the au- 
thorities to do anything to make 
India's death-trap cinemas safer 
is another matter. If words 
were deeds. India's public build- 
ings would already be the safest 
in the world: 12 government re- 
ports have been published on 
the subject. 

But in the Uphaar Grand 
Cinema in Green Park, a 
wealthy suburb, none of the 
safety features taken for grant- 
ed in the West was in place. The 
exit doors were locked from the 
outside, and in any case did not 
lead out of the building. There 
were no illuminated exit signs, 
and the hall was very over- 
crowded. This was apparently 
the third fire at the cinema in 
a month, and the sixth in the 
past 10 years. 

The lire is believed to have 


broken out when a transformer 
located on the ground floor of 
the recently- refurbished cinema 
short-circuited. Burning oil 
spread the flames to cars parted 
nearby in the indoor car park. 

When the power failed, the 
cinema's staff apparently con- 
cluded that the fault was a rou- 
tine power cut. and switched on 
the building' s generator- there- 
by sucking smoke through the 
air-conditioning ducts into the 
auditorium. Four of the cinema's 
staff have been arrested and 
charged with culpable homicide. 

India's celebration of 50 yeare 
of freedom has got off to a trag- 
ic start. While Britain and the 
United States have launched 
major events, in India itself 
Border , a war story that panders 
to Hindu chauvinism, is the 
closest thing to a commemora- 
tive gesture that has been made 
to date. That, at least, is how it 
was seen by the film critic of the 
Indian Express, Shubra Gupta 


(she missed the fatal screening 
by an hour), who declared it “a 
good way to celebrate the 50th 
year of our independence’’-. 
even though, as she noted ear- 
lier in her piece, “the anti-Pak- 
istan sentiments, which had the 
crowd roaring in approval - 
made me uncomfortable.” The 
only positive note is tbat so far 
no one has suggested the fire 
was caused by a terrorist bomb. 
■ Istanbul ('Reuters) — Pak- 
istan's Prime Minister, Nawaz 
Sharif, said at a summit of 
Muslim nations in Istanbul on 
Sunday that he was deeply con- 
cerned about the deployment by 
India of short-range Prilhvi 
missiles along the border with 
Pakistan. 

The Indian premier, Inder. 
Kumar Gujral. has denied a US 
newspaper report of the de- 
ployment of the Prithvis. which 
Islamabad says pose a threat 
that Pakistan will take the “nec- 
essary measures” to meet . 
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France hovers on the brink over Emu 


John Lichfield 

Paris 

Sovemment 
win pjjU back from the brink and 
agn the stability pact on fiscal 
dsdpline within Economic and 
Monetary Union at the Ams- 
terdam summit today and to- 
morrow. 

Who says so? Among others, 

Jacques Delore, the former Eu- 
ropean Commission president, 

now an adviser on EU affairs to 


the French Prime Minister , 
Lionel Jospin. 

Mr Jospin was less sanguine 
over the weekend. He would say 
only that he was “not pes- 
sraistKf’, Other French officials 
said things were “moving for- 
w?rd"i after a flurry of contacts 
with the German and other 
European Union governments, 
and a pre-summit meeting on 
Saturday between Mr Jospin 
and his team, and President 
Jacques Chirac. 


There is one sign that the new 
French government may be 
ready to be flexible. The pro- 
posals which they put on die 
table at die end of last week - 
rejected by Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl at the Franco-Gennan 
summit in Poitiers on Friday - 
have still not leaked in detail to 
the French press. 

From comments made by 
both sides, it is possible to guess 
what was in the French paper. Mr 
Jospin did not want to re-open 


the stability pact itself, which sets 
tight budgetary discipline for 
countries joining Emu. He want- 
ed a matching commitment to an 
EU economic policy oriented to- 
wards growth and job creation, 
and to revive plans for large, 
labour-intensive EU transport 
projects. It was the last part which 
most upset Chancellor Kohl. 

The fact that no details of the 

S lans have leaked leaves Mr 
ospin with some negotiating 
.What 


room in Amsterdam. 


re- 


mains uncertain is Mr Jospin’s 
mood and his strategy. 

According to one interpreta- 
tion, the French brinkmanship 
in Poitiers was a theatrical per- 
formance to impress public 
opinion. Mr Jospin is not ready 
to cany the hiamR, so early in his 
premiership, for wrecking Emu 
and damaging the Franco-Ger- 
man ariianw* According to an- 
other interpretation, Mr Jospin 
is something unusual in politics; 
a man who means what be says. 


he proDiem -is that Mr 
Jospin has confused French 
public opinion, and his EU 
partners over the past week, by 
veering between the two op- 
tions. It has been a week of zig- 
zags and mixed signals in Paris. 
After appearing to dampen ex- 
pectations, Mr Jospin raised 
them again in Poitiers. 

Which Mr Jospin will go to 
Amsterdam? The man Who in- 
sists on delivering a firm first in- 
stalment on his promise to shift 


the EU, and Emu, away from 
fiscal austerity and towards 
growth and jobs? Or a man who 
is ready to accept more or less 
hollow words in order to rescue 
Emu, and the EU, from crisis? 

The French Prime Minister 
faces an exquisite dilemma, 
mostly of his own creation. Hav- 
ing made the stability pact such 
a high-profile issue, his perfor- 
mance in Amsterdam will be the 

first big test of his promise to 
govern honestly. 


■ Bad Woerishofen, Germany 
(Reuters) — German Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel said yes- 
terday he would meet Bundes- 
bank President Hans Tietmeyer 
this week to discuss plans to 
revalue assets at the German 
central bank. The Bundesbank 
recently shot down Mr Nigel’s 
plan io revalue gold and currency 
reserves in order to ease Ger- 
many's path towards Emu. 

L eadin g article, page 14 
Gavyn Davies, page 19 


The issues on which Europe’s leaders must reach agreement - and the one keeping them apart 


Curtain up on treaty, but jobs 
and euro take centre stage 


Sarah Hehn 

Amsterdam 


\ 
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European leaders who gatbeT for the Am- 
sterdam su mm it today will seek to shore 
up fal tering public support for their prime 
objectives of political and monetary iminn 
The summit's original purpose was to sign 
a revision of the Maastricht treaty, signed 
in February 1992, which furthered the in- 
tegration of (he European Union and set 
out the structure of a single currency. 

The new treaty will formalise arrange- 
ments for up to 10 more countries to join 
the EU, and produce a blueprint for reform 
Heads of government should sign it to- 
morrow. However, the two-day summit will 
be overshadowed by Europe's mounting 
jobs crisis, which is threatening monetary 
union -an issue not strictly on the agenda. 


Main points of the 
projected Amsterdam 
treaty: 

BORDERS 

The draft text proposes abol- 
“ ishing all checks at borders be- 
tween EU member states, to 
produce a border-free Europe 
within five years. There will be 
no controls at these frontiers on 
any people, be they EU citizens 
or third country nationals. 

The UK and Irish Republic, 
which already have a common 
travel area, are given the right 
to maintain their own border 
controls. The text also makes 
provision for the UK and Ire- 
land to adopt power-sharing 
arrangements at external fron- 
tiers, and common internal se- 
curity measures* should they 
choose. Britain is seeking water- 
tight guarantees that its sover- 
eignty over border checks will 
not be impaired by the ElTs 
wider power-sharing plans. 

Pfc In parallel with abolition of 
internal controls, the draft text 
proposes that member states 
will put in place new har- 
monised immigration and asy- 
lum checks at their external 
crossing points with non- EU 
states. In order to allow freedom 
of movement within the EU, the 
idea is to create a strong ring- 
fence around the union to con- 
trol outsiders entering. 

SECURITY 

To promole security within the 
new common travel area, the 
treaty proposes greater power 
sharing ■ in crime-fighting, 
policing and judicial matters. 
The powers of Europol, 
currently a data -sharing body, 
will be boosted to allow more 
co-operation between forces 
and joint police actions. 

| procedures for regulating se- 
p curity and border issues wiU, for 
the first time, come under con- 
trol of the European restitu- 
tions. Previously, most border 
and security power sharing has 
been operated loosely, outside 
the EU, by a smaller group at 
states, under the so^caHed 
Schengen ^cben- 

Ten will now be subsumed by 

r., , 


The French appear to be demanding that 
the rules governing participation in the sin- 
gle currency should be adjusted to priori- 
tise jobs. Meanwhile the economic criteria 
set down at Maastricht to determine which 
countries qualify for the single currenty re- 
main divisive. Not even Germany looks able 
to meet the stipulation that a country’s bud- 
get deficit should be no more than 3 per 
cent of gross domestic product This has 
thrown up the whole question of how 
“hard” or “soft” the euro will be. 

Last night finance ministers were meet- 
ing in an attempt to secure agreement on 
an amended stability pact, the set of rules 
and procedures for the single currency, 
which would impose heavy penalties on less 
disciplined economies. 

Without a swift deal on the pact at 
Amsterdam, the future of monetary union 



The draft text paves the way for EU member states to 
develop a common defence policy for the first time 



ECU . 

the EU procedures. 

foreign POLICY 

Greater harmonisation is aimed 
for by reducing use of tire 
oational veto, to allow member 


stales to take decisions on 
strategy by qualified majority. 

However, under a system of 
so-called “constructive absten- 
tion'’ a member state which 
does not wish to participate in 
a particular policy may choose 
not to, but cannot prevent 
others from going ahead. 

A veto over common 
strategies can only be used 
where a state has “important 
and stated reasons of national 
policy”. Britain has accepted the 
foreign policy chapter, which is 
now broadly agreed. 

DEFENCE 

The draft text paves the way for 
the EU to develop a common 
defence policy for the first time. 

Contrary to the wishes of the 
UK and neutral countries the 
text proposes phased “integra- 
tion” of the Western European 
Union, currently a defence co- 
ordinating body, into foe EU. 
No dates are set, but over time 
foe text dearly envisages de- 
veloping a military capacity for 
the EU. „ . , 

The EU can “avail itself” of 
the WEU to implement deci- 
sions which might have de- 
fence implications. In addition, 

the EU draft treaty also grants 

the union powers to carry out 
tasks which involve humani- 
tarian. rescue and aid missions, 
probably under military control. 

decision-making 

(1) Flexibility 

For foe first time groups of 
member states are to be al- 


lowed, by their treaty, to share 
powers, without other EU 
members. The concept of “flex- 
ibility” or “differentiated inte- 
gration” is highly complex and 
can only take place under a sys- 
tem of tight rules. 

Interests of member states, 
not miring part in a power-shar- 
ing plan, must be protected 
and several EU policy areas, are 
ring-fenced against flexible 
power-sharing such as foe sin- 
gle market. A majority of states 
must want to take part and any 



Britain wants fishing quotas 
enforced more stringently 

state should be allowed to join 
at a later date. 

Britain wants to ensure that 
states should only be allowed to 
go it alone after a unanimous 
vote of all EU countries. How- 
ever, the current text states 
that permission to share pow- 
er “flexibly” can be taken by 
qualified majority in several 
areas of policy. 

(2) Qualified majority voting 
The new treaty will further 


will be called into serious question, and the 
markets may lose faith in foe commitment 
of European leaders to proceed. 

The leaders will attempt to isolate the 
conflict over the single currency from 
their final round of negotiations on foe 
Amsterdam treaty, setting out new power- 
sharing procedures in areas such as justice 
and home affairs and defence and foreign 
policy. 

Tony Blair, attending his first full EU 
summit, must bargain hard if he is to ensure 
Britain's views on job creation policy. 
European defence and immigration are 
taken into account in the new treaty. The 
Prime Mmister also hopes (o win assurances 
that fish-qaota hopping will be curbed. 

The new treaty was deemed necessary 
to streamline the union and simplify deci- 
sion-making in readme ss for enlargement 


reduce use of a national veto by 
extending voting by QMV to 
eleven new areas of policy, in- 
cluding environment, industry 
and culture. Use of QMV will 
also be extended to decisions cm 
justice and immigration policy 
after foe new shared powers 
have been up and running for 
three years. A form of QMV is 
also now proposed in foreign 
policy-making. 

The extension of QMV goes 
further than the new British gov- 
ernment had hoped, but is not 
expected to be a major issue of 
contention. 

INSTITUTIONS 

The powers of foe parliament 
to share in EU law-making are 
extended. The system of “co-de- 
cision” whereby the parlia- 
ment's agreement is necessary 
before laws are finally passed by 
foe Council of Minister is ex- 
tended to new areas of policy. 
The parliamentary procedures 
are also simplified. The number 
of members of the parliament, 
after new member states join for 
east and central Europe, is 
capped at 700, 

Controversial reforms of foe 
other Brussels institutions - 
such as numbers of commis- 
sioners - have largely been 
deferred until enlargement is 
closer. 

SIMPLIFICATION 

The new treaty was intended to 
simplify and codify foe ElTs 
mind-boggiingiy complex 12 
treaties and acts, which contain 
800 articles. However, the 
process has been abandoned for 
the time being. Some countries, 
including Britain, feared that 
simplification might actually 
lean to more power for Brussels. 

The draft text does, howev- 
er, propose that the complex 
texts which do exist should be 
more “transparent”. Citizens 
are to be given some new rights 
to see EU papers “subject to 
general principles and limits on 
the grounds of public and pri- 
vate interest to be decided by 
foe community”. 
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^EMPLOYMENT 

There will be greater co-ordma- 
y 1 tion of policies to promote em- 
j plqyment but national laws will 
.> not be harmonised. 

The lea balances the objectives 
of creating a high level of em- 
ployment and social protection 
through promoting competitive- 
ness. The European Commis- 
sion is given new powers to 
£-1 propose guidelines on job-cre- 
^ ation, which can be accepted by 
a qualified majority of the coun- 
cil. 

Britain and Germany have op- 
posed a proposal for “incentive 
measures” to create jobs, which 
could lead to new community 
spending. Britain wants Euro- 
pean Union policy to emphasise 
“flexible” labour markets. The text 
talks of “adaptable” workforces, 
responsive to change. 

For the first time, the EU will 
incorporate the Soria! Chapter 
into foe body of the treaty, 
as a result of Britain’s derision to 
end its opt-ouL Under the chap- 
ter. the member states aim to in- 
crease co-operation in social 
polity such as working conditions. 
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Policies to promote employment will be a target for greater co-ordination, but national laws wifi stand 


ADDITIONAL 

SIDE-AGREEMENTS 

Britain wants to see new 
proposals to curb fish-quota 
hopping, as an addendum to the 
new treaty. No such proposals 
have yet appear in the draft text. 
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The Brontes as you’ve 


never seen them before 


E xactly 150 years ago. three daugh- 
ters of a curate hving together in 
the isolated Yorkshire village of 
Haworth found publishers fonheir 
novels /are Eyre, Winhenm Heights 
and Agnes Grey. No one, not even the Mitfords, 
or sisters AS Byatt and Margaret Drabble, can 
claim 10 rival this uniquely successful family 
hive of literary industry. 

Industry is the wxAJone Evre and Wither- 
ing Heights have never been out of print. Tele- 
vision and film companies fail over themselves 
to adapt them for the screen and the Bronte 
Parsonage Museum is a roecca for tourists hun- 
gry to gobble uj> English literature in the shape 
of Bronte biscuits and the like. Students across 
the English-speaking world discuss their books 
and academics gain tenures writing biographies 
and theses about their little-known lives. Dur- 
ing all this rime, the sisters have remained 
sileoL Aloof, enigmatic and utterly unmoved 
by the 20th-centuiy’s insatiable demands for 
TV appearances, interviews and signing tours, 
they have eschewed the vulgarity of publicity. 
Until now. 

In partnership with this year’s Ilkley liter- 
ature Festival and after months of painstaking 
negotiation with this newspaper, the two elder 
sisters have abandoned seclusion to speak pub- 
licly for the first time. What can possibly have 
occasioned this breach in their water-tight secu- 
rity? The collapse of the Berlin YtfeU? Tbny 
Blair's new dawn? The Orange prize? 

“It’s Gift really, isn’t it.” Charlotte, the taller 
of the two, sheathed in pale pink topped off 
with a cream bonnet framing her grave face, 
is strikingly direct. “He’s taken our books, well 
Emily's actually, and he does seem to have 
done a lovely job." As the world knows. Sir Cliff 
Richard has been essaying the title role in the 
new musical Heathcliff. Tickets have disap- 
peared as fast as the beleagured box-office staff 
can sell them, but not everyone agrees with 
Charlotte. “Not since Bonnie Langford’s 
blood-freezing Medea ..." opined this paper's 
theatre critic. One look at the pop idol’s dean- 
cut image and a cursory glance at his birth cer- 
tificate have led several commentators to 
breathe the word “miscast". However, Bronte 
enthusiasts will be thrilled to discover that 
Emily, at first sight the mare demure of the sis- 
ters, is rather taken with his portrait of her 
bedevilled hero. “He reminds us a lot of Bran- 
well, doesn’t he? All that facial hair." Keen to 


In an exclusive interview, Charlotte and Emily bare their souls to David Benedict 

Ctlv 150 vears aen thm 




illustrate her command of contemporarypop- 
ular culture, she indicates that should Cliff ever 


ular culture, she indicates that should Gin ever 
tire of stomping about the moors, “Liam Gal- 
lagher springs to mind.” 

The more prolific Charlotte also has a 
strong commerdal instinct, far removed from 
the received image of the dutiful religious 
woman of successive biographies. Although she 
feels her novels are about real life, with no con- 
cessions to fantasy, romance orwish-fulfilment, 
she believes the family have ignored musicals 
to their cost. “We could have gone for them 
in a big way. Tm looking very seriously at Jane 
Eyre again for Olivia Newton-John. Or Julie 
Andrews, perhaps." At the risk of upsetting her 
(she's easily crossed), I suggest that the latter 
might be a shade old. “She could play Grace 
Poole." she counters. 

Although composers seem to have ignored 
this, and indeed her other three novels, there 
have been a staggering 15 screen versions of 
everyone’s favourite story of a lowly governess 
who winds up with her blind, maimed employer, 
(courtesy of a fatal episode with the madwoman 
in the attic) with the immortal line. “Reader. I 
married him." Answering the charge of femi- 
nist literary historians in her matter-of-fact man- 
ner, Charlotte informs me that she blinded 
Rochester “because Jane wasn’t good-looking’. 
Mindful of the fact that she is still technically 
married, she hints that Ciaran Hinds. TV's 
recent Rochester, would have brightened up her 
landscape. “If he’d lived round the comer. I’d 
have had no trouble at all." 

Emily is having none of this. Her favourite 
adaptation? “Tragically, there were no York- 
shire accents buL for me. its Laurence Olivier." 
The famous 1939 film of \\ 'mitering Heights 
nearly didn’t get made. Sam Goldwyn 
announced that he didn’t like stories with peo- 
ple dying in the end and added a final sequence 
with Heathcliff and Cathy reunited in heaven. 
Armed with Olivier. Merle Ohcron. David 
Niven and a poster screaming “Tom with 
desire, twisted with hate", it became an enor- 
mous hit. Graham Greene wasn’t impressed. 
"A lot of rev erence has gone into a picture that 
should be as coarse as a sewer." Pan of the 



Itb CSfC reveals Charlotte Bronte (right) on coming out of hkfing. He’s taken our books, wefi, Entity's actually, and done a kwety job* 


problem was the screenplay, which only used 
the first 17 of Emily’s 34 chapters. 

As for the pre-English Patient pairing of Ralph 
Fiennes and Juliette Binoche in the 1992 ver- 
sion. “Ralph is gorgeous and Juliette is a lovely 
looking girl but" that French accent leaves a lot 
to be desired." murmurs Emily, tartly. Charlotte, 
however, is fond of references to the continent. 
Much to homebody Emily’s disgust, she keeps 
dropping hints about the years she spent in Brus- 
sels but pressed to confirm rumours of a sexual 
relationship with a man with whom she fell in 
line there, she declares: “It would have been a 
lot easier with Eun*siar.“ and clams up. 

In fiat contradiction to the "official \ ersion". 
their relationship appears strained. Anne, 
uho has popped off to Damart for a vest on 
account of her “weak chest", comes in for sharp 
criticism. “ Personally. I think The Tenant of 
IV/JdfeM Hall is a dreadful story, an appalling 
book." snaps Emily. “It's got very little to rec- 
ommend it at all. although she did try her best." 
Charlotte concedes that Anne dues have very 
neat handwriting. Emily cites Bramvell’s por- 
traits and declares him to he a mistaken 
genius, a statement that positively enrages the 
touchy Charlotte. Swivelling round in her 
chair, she fixes her shorter, younger sister with 
her heady blazing e> es. "Where did the house- 
keeping money go. that’s what 1 want to know. 
That chemist in the village seemed to he doing 
vctv well whenever Bronwell went in. 1 think 
he would have got on wry well with Will Self." 

She's similarly emphatic on the subject of the 


extraordinary circumstances of three novelist 
sisters. “1 won't sav that people actually copied 
me." she says, threateningly, “but my books 
were left around the house and there wasn’t a 
great deal of privacy around the parsonage. I 
won't say that Emily and Anne were snooping, 
but some of my genius may have nibbed off on 
them, let's pui it that way ~ 

Emily stares at her sister in disbelief. She 
throws her head hade and tears at the air. “What 
excites me." she gasps "is the wild purple 
heather, the soaring eagles, the wailing winds, 
(he blasted stumps'... I don't lake my inspira- 


tion from Charlotte, she just sits at home. 1 go 

n*it " rkrt ** KT.vf lisar nirtkfiP *»if h»*r " 


out." she cries. “Not in her nightie either, 
retorts her unruffled sister who leans forwan 


retorts her unruffled sister who leans forward 
to confide about her sister’s tempest-tossed tale. 
“It's a nasty story. 1 don’t know if you've read 
il hut there are all those bits about dead bod- 
ies in search of a cuddle. 1 don't write about dead 
bodies. They simply don’t appear in my books 
and 1 say books because 1 did write quite a lot. 
How many was it that you managed. Emily?" 

Anxious to calm the increasingly malevolent 
atmosphere. I ask Emily the question every- 
one yearns to ask. Living such a secluded life, 
what inspired the thrilling hmror of Uuther- 
mg Heigfits'} Her round face lights up at the 
memory. “It’s a little known fact but tubercu- 
losis does stimulate the sexual imagination." 
Charlotte interrupts with a sudden coughing 
fit but Emily blithely disregards her. ■'I think 
I was stimulated when I wrote it. 1 had a tem- 
perature. Thank God there weren't antibiotics 


then, else I’d never have finished it.” 

AM this rivalry is a far cry from Devotion. 
Hollywood's glorious, preposterous hin-pic 
with Olivia dc Havilland as Charlotte opposite 
Ida Lupine's Emily. France came up with Lcs 
Soeurs Bronte in 1979 with Isabelle Adjani. 
Maric-France Pisier and Isabelle Hupperi. It 
has simply heaps of lime and no common sense 
and came hot on the heels of Emily's chan-lop- 
ping success with Kate Bush's Wuthcring 
Heights. They never met. “She’s got a lovely 
voice." says Emily, evenly. ”lt > quite high- 
pitched." Like all the other basiardisa lions of 
their masterpieces (“We have become a legend. 
David." smiles Emily), they never received a 
penny from it and. truth to tell, they're bitter. 
“You want to buy a Bn mle pack-a-mac you can 
buy one." sighs Emily. “1 just wish we had 
signed a merchandise deal." 

There is tine offshoot for which they have 
nothing hut praise. Withering 1.0i>ks is a spir- 
ited stage picture of their lives by comedy duo 
Lip Service, leal urine two actresses who bear 
an uncanny resemblance to the esteemed 
authoresses sealed demurely in Ironi of me. “It 
encapsulates us." K-ams Emily. "Thev'vc got 
their finger mi our pulse." “Highly talented.” 
agrees C'barii ut e. vehement Iv. “particularly the 
(•ill tme." 

Up Seniec prrwnt • Withering Looks ' at the Ilk - 
hy Playhouse r«/‘WJ M/2/tU. 22 Jim and at the 
runrll Hrnmi EI H. London SEI 10171-VfyO 
J2J2i 3 .lug. This autumn, they will tour as 
Holmes an if Watson in 'Move invr Moriartv'. 
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Theatre 

All’s Well That Ends Well 

Open Air Theatre, 
Regent’s Park, L ondon 


I n tbe theatre, as in life, 
there are two ways of 
approaching a problem: 
eftberyou can try to solve it, or 
you can plough merrily on and 
hope it will go away. Helena 
Kaut-Howson favours the sec- 
ond approach, if her produc- 
tion oiAJl's VfeU That Ends Well 
is anything to go by: and on this 
showing, there is something to 
be said for it. 

All's Well is usually labelled 
a “problem comedy", along 
with Measure for Measure - the 
problem here usually being 
located in the mismatch 
between the sophisticated, real- 
istically imagined characters 
and the simplistic and far- 
fetched plot, with its echoes of 
folk-stoiy: the beautiful and 
virtuous (but low-born) Helena 
cures the King of France of a 
wasting disease. As her reward, 
she demands the band of 
Bertram. Count of Roussillon, 
whose mother has brought her 
up. Rather than marry her, 
Bertram runs off to the wars; 
Helena follows (having spread 
word of her own death) and 
manages to trick Bertram into 
bedding her under the cover of 
darkness when he thinks he's 
with somebody else. Back home 
in France, he admits that he did 
love his wife, presumed dead: 
she turns up. pregnant, and 
they are united. 

Kaut-Howson’s staging 
doesn't resolve the implausi- 
bilities, but for at least two- 
thirds of the evening it jollies 
the action along with enough 
verve and intelligence for you 
not to worry too much about 
Lhem. ft helps Lhat she has a 
fine cast - particularly Isabel 
Pollen, making her professional 
debut, who gives Helena 


exactly the right qualities of 
youthfulness and maturity. 
There is, as so often at 


Regent's Park, a gimmicky 
edge to the production which 
it could do without There’s no 
reason, for instance, why the 
Widow Capilet. Helena’s pro- 
tector and helper in Florence, 
should be a Mrs Mopp and her 
daughter a white-trash slut, 
except that it provides an 
opportunity for a few cheap 
laughs (an opportunity that 
the excellent Frances Cuka 
makes the most of). , The 
onstage bathtub may originally 
have been designed with some 
thought of introducing images 
of cleansing and rebirth, which 
would be appropriate enough; 
but it ends up being an excuse / 
for some comedy splashing. *i _-“j 

But there are’also a couple 
of moments of sheer, com- 
pelling strangeness - the down 
Lavatch’s entrance as Madam 
Butterfly is one of these - and 
some shrewd interpretive flour- 
ishes. At court, for instance, 
while most characters are 
dressed in sober black. Helena 
and the Flashmanesque brag- 
gart Parolles (Nigel Planer) are 
linked by their punk/ hippyish 
traveller costumes. You realise 
how far these two talkie, cere- s 
bral characters are divorced \ 

from the society around them: | 

the play sees Helena teaming to 
marry thought to action, while 
Parolles’ failure to act leads to 
his humiliation in the main 
sub-plot. It’s a worthwhile 
point, but a shame that the cos- > 
tumes are so revolting. 

Not an entirely unproblem- 
atic production, then; but until 
the end, when Bertram's sud- 
den conversion is unconvinc- 
ingly glossed over, the prob- 
lems are entirely superficial. It 
may not end well, but it’s 
mostly well anyway. 

To 6 Sep. (0171~!S6 2431) 
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Classical 

Spitalfields Festival London 
Wraysbury Festival Staines 


A t this time of year, Eng- 
land is riddled with 
music festivals. Of 
course they come in all shapes 
and sizes: the grand ones - 
Bath, Brighton. Cheltenham 
and AJdcburgh: the medium- 
sized ones - Lichfield, Salisbury 
and Spitalfields: and the very 
tiniest - the Wraysbury Festival. 
Common to all is a need to 
focus and some achieve this far 
better than others. Generally 
speaking, in these days of 
straightened finances, mixed 
programming is preferred to 
hard-core specialising within 
single concerts as it not only 
attracts the punters but also 
offers some kind of perspective 
to any new music. And it is very 
noticeable nowadays just how 
many festivals choose to 
emphasise contemporary work. 

My week consisted of dips 
into two festivals, both of which 
presented concerts in churches. 
The first, lust Thursday, was in 
the beautiful Hawksmoor 
church that is the Spitalfields 
Festival main venue. The sec- 
ond. on Saturday, was in St 
Peter's, Staines, a remarkable 
red-brick affair complete with 
freen copper spire, perched 
idyllically on the edge of the 
Thames, Neither, of course, 
offer ideal acoustics. Spiial- 
fields gave the most elegant of 
concerts, planning not only each 


work in a pleasing context to the 
other and skilfully using all the 
players most of the time but 
managing a delightful symme- 
ity of key - an E flat beginning 
in Mozart’s K 499 Piano Con- 
certo and an E flat ending with 
Mendelssohn's Octet. The 
Mendelssohn requires eight 
brings so Mozart’s concerto 
was cut down to that number, 
and the BT Scottish Ensemble, 
surrounding the piano, gave a 
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touching performance with the 
pianist William Howard. It 
might have been better to keep 
the lid on because the sound 
was horribly diffuse indeed an 
“authentic" instrument .might 
have been welcome.' But this 
could not be because the main 
interest ip the programme was 
the premiere of a totally delight- 
ful piano concerto by Judith 
Weir - again for the same siring 
complement (including double 
bass) as the Mozart. Weir's 
work, in three movements, lasts 
15 minutes and is a triumph of 
economy. At times Britteoisb 
with a Scottish spin, she has bril- 
liantly succeeded in writing a 
concerto that should attain pop- 
ular success. Once a g ain the 
acoustic “flattened" the effect 
of markings in the score f- the 
1st movement cross-rhythms 
and accents undeniably muffled 
- but what marvellous writing, 
a t once reminiscent of Brahms 
(in her elongationsof phrases) 
and Schubert in such transpar- 
ent textures - the piano part is 
frequently in octaves. The con- 
certo was written for Howard 
who gave an utterly convinced 
performance. 

But how many composers 
does it take to find one Judith 
Weir? The ‘'Great Wraysbury 
Modern Music Marathon" 
thought about 40 would suffice. 
Marathons are, of course, 
endurance tests and after three 
hours and 20 pieces,' I fled. 
Mainly student works played by 
students from virtual!}' every 
music college in the land left the 
ears tired and bewildered. Just 
two works remain with me - a 
delightful song by Patrick Bax- 
ter (Oxford University), and a 
lively little piece by ladurue 
Urban! from the Purcell School- 
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More than the sum of his parts 



Interview 

Deborah Ross 

talks to 


KEITH 

ALLEN 


W hatever people say about Keith 
Allen as a person, he is always a 
powerful and compelling screen 
presence. Dangerous. Threat- 
ening. Sexy in a masterful, JU- 
have-y° u ^wh e ther-you'like-h-or-not sort of way. 

“It's all in the eyes," he announces, with a side- 
long look of such menace it quite puts the wind 
up me, just as he probably intended. He then 
says that when he was up for the part of Jonas 
Chuzzlewit - thug, wife-beater, all-round nasty 
bit of work - in the BBC’s recent production of 
Martin Chuzzlewit, and was asked why he should 
be cast, he said: “Look into my eyes. New tell 
me I am not Jonas Chuzzlewh . " Needless to say, 
he got the part there and then. 

He is not, however, an actor who bothers with 
technique. *T hate technically constructed actors. 
In fact, I hate anything technically constructed, 
unless it's a bridge.” If he were asked to play 
Napoleon, he would not be Napoleon. He 
would, he says, be Keith Allen as Napoleon. I 
think he means that he is the actor he is 
because of the compelling, powerful person he 
is. His own character colours every role. 

On screen, this combination always works 
marvellously. His Jonas was so wickedly won- 
derful he quite stole Martin Chuzzlewit from the 
likes of Sir John Mills and Sir Paul Schofield. 
His recent drug-crazed cameos in the films 
Trainspotting and Shallow Grove are 
unforgettable. (“Although less of the 'cameo’, 
please Deborah ...”). He can currently be seen 
as Byron, the wholly egocentric car dealer 
caught between wife and mistress, in Debbie 
Horsfield’s comedy-drama Bom to Run on Sun- 
day evenings on BBCl. He is, needless to say, 
compulsively watchable in this, too. 

So, on screen we are talking hot stuff. But 
what about off it? I'd heard he can be mean and 
cruel, especially if you bore him or ask him 
stupid questions which might not. in fact, be stu- 
pid, but he can make them seem so. He doesn't 
ever feel the need to explain himself He may 
well walk in, say “sod this”, so the story goes, 
and walk out again. He doesn't care what you 
may make of him. because he doesn’t give two 
hoots for anyone. 

Mr Allen, 43, was expelled from pretty much 
every School he went to. He has done spells in 
boraal (petty theft, cat burglary) and PentonviHe 
prison (smashing up a nightclub). He has five 
children by four different women. He has noth- 
ing to do with three Of these lads because they 
resulted from one-night stands, more or less, so 
they aren’t his responsibility, are they? He is con- 
tinually being chased through the courts for child 
maintenance by someone or other. 

He is also the stageband wbo, in 1975, strode 
out naked on to the stage at the Victoria Palace 
Theatre as Max Bygraves was mid-way through 
his routine. Yes, this was very much a premed- 
itated act. He had not been much impressed by 
Max. “He was earning God knows how much, 
but when be threw a Christmas party for the staff 
he had us bussed to one of bis hotels in 
Bournemouth where we had to pay for our own 
drinks. The tightarse!” Yes, he was instantly dis- 
missed. But it was very much worth it, he says. 

I do not think you could ever describe Keith 
Allen as a forgiving sort. Should you ever 
chance upon him down the Groucho Club, I 

would stand your own round, ifl were you. 

Although Keith has a house in Gospel Oak, 
north London, which he shares with his oirrent 
girlfriend. TV producer NIza Park, he is known 
to spend most of his time in the Groucho. a boho 
drinking club, where he consumes monster 
amounts with the the likes of *1“ ^ml Slur, 
the Gallagher brothers, and his best mend, 
Damien Hirst. He is godfather to Damien s 



‘I hate technically constructed actors. 1 hate anything technically constructed, unless it’s a bridge’ 


child. Damien, he tells you approvingly, has just 
refused to take part in this British' Airways 
redesign business because “he wanted Concorde. 
And they wouldn't give him Concorde". 

However, to meet him I had to travel to the 
picturesque Sussex village of Seddlescombe 
where he is holed up in, incongruously enough, 
the sweetest of thatched, 1 6tb<entwy cottages. 
This is because his TV production company, Big 
Talk Productions, has just been commissioned 
to write a drama-comedy series for Channel 4 
and he and his five co-writers need to get the 
job done. Mr Allen started out as writer-cam- 
comic rather than actor. His comic heroes? Ted 
Ray, Les Dawson and Freddie Starr. And Lenny 
Henry, 1 ask, because I'm interested to know if 
anyone on this earth finds him funny. “You caa 
write dawn Keith Allen says Lenny Henry is 
about as funny as a heart attack,” he says. 

A nyway, his new series, if I understand it 
correctly, is about a community beset by 
strange magnetic forces. The main char- 
acters are Rita ana Sheldon Cohen, Jewish con- 
verts who run a Welsh tapas bar and who get very 
cross every time the magnetism causes the milk 
and meat cutlery to fly about and get all mixed 
up. I think it would be safe to say that wherever 
Mr Allen goes, he takes his own world with him. 

Surprisingly, he greets me warmly. “Come in, 
come in,” he beckons enthusiastically from one 
of the open, mullioned windows. (Oh God, he’s 
not drunk already is he? No, be insists, he is not. 
Some days he doesn’t drink at all, and this is 
going to be one of ihem.) He makes lunch - a 
pot of tea, french bread, posh kttu^ -r and serves 

could only spare one hour, he talks far two. 

Tb be honest, it’s a bit disappointing. It’s like 
getting all worked up about a supposedly scary 
fairground ride only to find it is actually a rather 
kittenish event I sense he answers questions as 
truthfully as he can. The more intimate they are, 
the more he seems to relish it. So, Keith, when 
did you lose your virginity? “At 11. 1b a 12~y ear- 


old on board a disused boat moored outside 
Broomfield Park Comprehensive.” Did you go 
on to date her? “God. no.” he gasps. “Ttoo years 
later her mother offered herself to me." The 
implication here, I think, is that the family was 
a bit common. 

Perhaps he just isn’t in a frightening mood 
today. Or perhaps he has mellowed? He says not 
He says he’s never been as bad as painted- “I 
am very domesticated and, Deborah, do a lot of 
washing up," he adds. Cooking? “I do a very 
good Sunday roast." DIY? “Now, Deborah,” he 
says with the menacing sidelong look, “you are 
being silly. Why would anyone want to do DIY - ?" 

He was born in Wales to a Navy submariner 
and a one-time waitress. His father was away for 
large chunks of his childhood. Then, when Keith 
was 12, he was posted to Singapore. His mother 
went to join him, as did his twoyounger siblings 

- Kevin, now a filmmaker, and Susan, who loots 
after animals - while Keith was despatched to 
a public boardiag school here. He only saw them 
once in two years. Was getting into trouble as a 
kid his way of focusing his parents' attention on 
him? He insists not “I canT even remember ever 
missi n g them." 

He first got into major trouble when he was 
11 and was caught nicking tennis balls from 
Woolworth’s. The police came round to his 
house, something he did not lake lightly. 

“A panda car outride, for Chrissakes! My par- 
ents weren’t in the first time they came. IH come 
down to the station with you. Til do anything. 
Just don't come back here again, I told them. 
They said they would be coining back because 
they wanted to talk to my dad. 

“They didn’t return fot three days, during 
which tune I lost half a stone. My father's wrath 
was terrible. And I was punished by hot being 
allowed lo watch the World Cup Final. 1 had to 
stay in my bedroom. At some point in the game 

- and I remember this clearly - my dad came 
upstairs for a pee. 

“1 opened my bedroom door a chink. “2-1!" 
he exclaimed exeat ecDv. But he then remembered 


what I had done and shouted, “BACK fN 
YOUR ROOM". 

Yes, be says, he did wony about the distress 
he caused his parents. Whenever his mother 
cried over him, as she often did, “I felt terrible 
shame and guilt.” But it wasn’t enough to stop 
him behaving in such a delinquent way. “There 
must have been gratification in it somewhere, I 
suppose. But mostly it just alienated me from 
everyone. I never worked in a gang or anything." 

H e went to a comprehensive then to a 
public boarding school, from which he 
was expelled for “the usual shit ... drink- 
ing, smoking, throwing fireworks from the dor- 
mitory windows, generally leading the other boys 
astray”. He ended up in borstal because be bad 
turned his hand to cat burglary, hut was a lousy 
cat burglar. “1 was good at getting in. but rub- 
bish at getting out." He did not mind being in 
borstal. “I got to play a lot of football." Later, 
when he did a five-week stretch in Pentonville, 
he didn’t mind that too much, either, although 
his cellmate was something of a pain. “He was 
a Scottish drone wbo went on and on about alJ 
the bank robberies he’d done, whereas every- 
one knew he’d only ever stolen bags of sweets." 

Is he scared of anything ? Yes. he says, he is 
scared of being found ouL Found out as what? 
“As someone who is inconsequential, thick and 
daft.” So that's how. deep down, you think of 
yourself then? “Nope. I am saying that some- 
times 1 think these things. And sometimes 
these thoughts predominate.” But not very 


often. 1 imagine. He was a rub- 
bish cat burglar “because my 
heart wasn't in iL If it had been 
in it. then I'd have been good". 
Does he see himself as sexy? 
“Yes! Yes!" How does he rate 
himself as an actor? “I'm good. 
Bloody good. The best." 

He thinks he became an 
actor because, with all the lies 
he had to tell, he was prettv 
much an actor all along. But it 
didDi crystallise for him until he 
was 19 and briefly went to a 
Welsh drama school before 
coming to London, first as a 
stageband then as one of the 
Comedy Store's major players. 
He jacked this in for straight 
drama because, he says, he 
simply got bored. 

I wonder wbat Keith Allen 
really cares about? “My chil- 
dren.” he says without hesita- 
tion. “Although I know that is 
going to sound weird because 1 
don't even know all of them.” 
He says Child One, Two and 
Three were not his fault 
because he only slept with the 
mothers once. (Actually, with 
one of them it was three times, 
but she got pregnant on the first 
occasion.) But Keith, I say. 
have you never heard of 
contraception? 

"But one of the women was 35, for Chrissakes. 
She wasn't a kid” In so far as Keith ever explains 
himself, this is probably as good asyou are going 
to get. 

He says he is not inquisitive about these chil- 
dren. “They have their own lives.” Yes. one day 
they will probably come knocking at his door. 
And? “I'll be ready." In what way? “HI be ready 
hi talk to them, acknowledge them, do what they 
want” It does not occur to him that it might be 
too late by then. That any damage will already 
have been done. 

However, he says he does care very much 
about Alfie. 10. and Lily, 12, his two children by 
his ex-wife. Alison, who eventually left him for 
Harry Enfield. “Yes. of course I still speak to 
Harry. I never had a problem with iL” He speaks 
to them almost daily, he continues, and ends 
every call with “I love you, love, love you.” No, 
his own parents never told him thqr loved him. 
But then parents of that generation just didn't 
ever say such things. Plus, he says, his mother 
is a wonderfully old-fashioned sort. 

When he married she drew Alison aside in 
the vestiy to say: “You wfl] keep him clean, won't 
you deaf?” 

So, what are we to make of Keith Allen? As 
a bloke. I'm not so sure. One minute I think he's 
a wholly irresistible force. The next, I think he’s 
a bit of an S-H-I-T as Alan Clark’s wife, Jane, 
would say. But it is this mixture which, on screen, 
gives him such star quality. As an actor, he sure 
brings a lot to the party. May even he the party, 
most limes. 


Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


Epidurals: to have or have not? 

Rosie Millard is offered advice from a Woman Who Knows. But does she know best? 


[y that during pregnancy 
Jain does all sorts of odd 
gt jr-c, so the other day when 
. ..nfeiTTiiirar name on my 



what happens. When the time comes, saying; but mesmerised, I hung on. 
Which is not until August, actually.” , "Where are you having your baby? 

She changed tack. This is a woman she continued I mentioned a central 
Who KnowsfAnd I'm an innocent; I’ve London teaching hospital. “Oh goody,” 
never been pregnant before. “Oh, it'll be she said “1 run a special Non-lnterven- 
tooJateby thenTfkr too late. And you tiomst Group there. Oh goo*, I 
wnn’r have been told,'’ she said omi- thought. More chances for brainwashing. 
S, Tokl what ? Told what? “About the “We meet up with eq>ectmit muiffi^d 

ceps dehvety, or othCT £ Haviilff a and midwives” Any 

such “fP^bles, „ “Interventionisr” types? 

epidural might be jolly <n<rtural f delivery Such as doctors? “No, 
useful? gm not at the moment.” I'll 

“They never tell you naS DeCOItie 3 bet there aren’t, 
about the egecKcoyou j, postnatal Of course, I should 
and the baby. And *e ^ ^ . have expected this sort 

dangers. j The y tjCTeonty bfOWVlie point M of behaviour. 

invented for martvrdOITl * When you have a lump 

you buw. to .feet, m any ruum the siie of a health; 

■ptduralwKuyo mgrenot^wtobe _ ■ - — beach ball attached to 


jiy inougui 
d called her back, 
e." said the voice, which I 
Smise. “rd like to know 

have to gp ™th 
a," she continued un, 
meant to call someone 
Sy? The midwife? My 
5 instructor? Or is this just 
from the NCT inquiring 
K purchased any ap-up 
..?^m,yes,"Isay,non- 
Rtfl, I suppose about two 

I forgotten to go to one 

>" a Ooob no, no no, con- 

U in a friendly, advsoty; 

manner. I iu5t 



e&d to, I ®_ab™itoeJoyof , he 


your stomach, people 
assume you are in fact toting around a 
huge sign, which says Phase Come 
Ana Thlk Tb Me About Labour. Yet 
apart froth the women who whisper 
• --“--1 things in your ear such as “I 


r “It’s along way off 


enthused w j, And so had 48 stitches”, most people are rather 
epidural- (Its^[» . ^ ^ ^ about it. It even happens with those 

have their Jf** were “ “ (Link would be fo/tSself-impor- 

hicky equation. A complete tant to care.- 1 was at a-festival launch 

1 lSt4S)ut the other day and one Bob Geldof 

Stranger. wta mjeue- (whom I have never met before) came 

up, inquiredas to the due dale and gave 
nnari-medica) advice over the phone me a thumbs-up. 

? r ?n Sent atSdch she will not be pre- Bu 

for an event a „ to dis- reals 



who have had a happy time in labour 
(well, sort of) also say they’re good 
news. But I have discovered that those 
who chose to gp it alone tend to expiate 
their hours of agony in the delivery suite 
bydimbingupon to a pedestal and mak- 
ing everyone else feel completely lily-liv- 
ered afterwards. Having a ‘’natural" 
delivery has become a sort of postnatal 
brownie point in martyrdom. 

But why? Nly mother (who had four 
of us) says if they had been around in her 
day, she'd have gone for the option like 
a snot. But then she's a doctor. 

Of course, it’s good to be informed, 
and have the option to make choices; 
and, even better, that much of the 
“empowerment" (maternity buzz-word) 
surrounding childbirth has been handed 
bade to midwives and the mothers them- 
selves. But it seems as If any medical 
advances in obstetrics are now spumed 
by right-thinking non-medical women 
marching under an anti-interventionist 
banner. And although it's easy enough 
to say you can shrug it Oft, the perva- 
siveness of the anti-pain relief lobby is 
such that it has left me with a sneaking 
dread of having to have anything at all 
Just in case I have to admit to it after the 
event 

Anyway, I retorted to my cold-caller, 
it doesn’t matter. Labour is one thing, but 
surely having a heahhy baby at the end 
of it all is the important issue. “I\e never 
heard of anyone putting on their CV, ‘I 
was bom without pain rejje£' " I told the 
voice, lb which, I am happy to relate, she 
had no reply. 

Rosie Millard is the BBC's arts 
correspondent : 


ABBEY NATIONAL 
INTEREST RATES 


Notice of change of Abbey National pic’s 
Mortgage Interest Rate. 

The Standard Variable Rate of interest charged to existing Abbey National 
borrowers with variable interest rate mortgages will increase by 0.35% per 
annum to 7.95%. 

If you have the benefit of a discount for a higher value mortgage" then your 
new rate may be lower than this. 

This change will take effect on 1 st July 1 997. 

Please note that this date does not apply: 

1 . If your mortgage is administered by Abbey National Mortgage Finance pic 
and/ or your mortgage lender is Abbey National Mortgages pic. In this 
case the change will take effect on the 3rd July 1997. 

2. If your mortgage specifies a period of notice which is greater than 7 days 
before an alteration to the interest rate takes effect. In this case we will 
write to you individually and tell you when the change will take effect. 

This notice does not apply to those borrowers with former National & Provincial 
Home Owner Loans or Home Improvement Loans who receive individual 
notification of the change. 
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Abbey National and the Umbrella Couple symbol are trademarks of Abbey National pic, Abbey House, Baker Street 

London NW1 $XL. 0171 612 4000. 
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Now to design a Europe 


T wo years ago. at a European con- 
ference in Messina held to 
launch debate on re-writing the 
Maastricht treaty, a rogue questioner 
caught Jacques Santer by surprise. 
“When is the president of the Euro- 
pean Commission going to get me a 
job?” shouted a voice from the back of 
the room. Mr Santer, mid-way through 
bis grand exposition on how the new 
inter-governmental conference would 
build a “new Europe", gave a fumbling 
response: something about answering 
the needs of the “citizens". The 
intruder, an out-of-work Sicilian truck 
driver, was rudely ejected on to the 
street, where he was later seen 
demanding a “Europe for jobs”. 

The Messina intrusion should have 
served as an early warning sign that 
Europe’s citizens were tiring of inter- 
minable debates among their leaders 
which seemed to ignore their needs. 
But since Messina (where the original 
Treaty of Rome was devised more 
than 40 years ago), such debate has 
intensified: the latest IGC, opening 
properly in Amsterdam today, has 
churned out ever more incomprehen- 
sible texts and protocols. Outside it, the 
workers' cries of protest will reach a 
new crescendo. Dutch protestors are 
already daubing summit posters m red 
paint An “alternative summit" is now 
being planned. This time, will the 
heads of state and government be 
listening to their peoples? 


Designing Europe was once so much 
easier for its leading statesmen. But 
that was when continental leaders were 
largely united in their long-term goal 
of a federal Europe. Federalism may 
not always have been stated as the aim, 
but it was always the “end-station” 
implicit in the founding treaties. And 
the driving motivation for deepening 
ties was also clean to avoid further 
wars. There was little need to debate 
these aims in public, because the con- 
sent of the people in most member 
states was largely taken as read. Britons 
apart, most Europeans did not question 
the need for integration, which seemed 
to make sense in principle, and did not 
at first impinge directly on their lives. 

All of this was before Maastricht. 
During the 1991 Maastricht negotia- 
tions the politicians drew up a huge new 
integrationist agenda, which inducted 
treaty plans for a single currency. The 
final text was a monster, outlining pro- 
cedures of such complexity that ordi- 
nary people recoiled in dismay. The 
Danes baulked at the treaty in their ref- 
erendum. The French nearly did the 
same, and all over the continent opin- 
ion polls showed plummeting support 
for “Europe" - whatever ‘‘Europe" was 
deemed to be. The malaise was exac- 
erbated as the process of harmonisa- 
tion was felt by ordinary people for the 
first time - particularly as the single 
market rules began to bite. Whether it 
was German beer or French chocolate. 
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people rejected harmonisation in 
favour of their national tastes. Politi- 
cians who were unaccustomed to chal- 
lenge were being asked: What is it all 
for? The Brussels technocracy found 
itself increasingly reviled. Maastricht 
austerity measures are now being 
imposed just as Europe hits a tally of 
18 million unemployed. 

To most people, Europe has become 
a project for the elite. For big business, 
and for those whose days are spent in 
airport departure lounges, more inte- 
gration maw make sense. But what does 
it bring to the majority of Europeans? 
This summit win show that Europe’s 


leaders are being somewhat humbled. 
There will be less talk of grand designs; 
more of past mistakes and the need to 
get closer to the “citizens". The Dutch 
presidency has even suggested that 
heads of state and government arrive 
at the summit on bicycles. Tomorrows 
final text will reveal Europe’s more lim- 
ited political ambitibns. The Amster- 
dam Treaty was once intended to be a 
giant leap towards a framework for a 
federal Europe. But, whatever Joho 
Redwood claims, the final product will 
not go towards achieving what Helmut 
Kohl once envisaged as complete polit- 
ical union. 


So where does Europe go 
terdarn? The message bom the stteete 
should have been heard long ago, bu 
after the French election results the 
demands can surely no longer he 
ignored. The French vote for the soci^- 
Jts was not anti-European; Lionel 

sS^ j a r4 e |3 

wfef^enedTo^opIc. PdUticfens 
going to the polls elsewhere OD *e con 
St are now certain to take note. 
Within the Brussete .institutions there 
is also a clear recognition today tiiat i 
is time to set aside 

about Europe’s af ^ t *2?5 ie EU 
look at the substance of what the tu 
can do. Even within the European 
Commission there is r « Iief there 

is no more talk of another IGC. 

There is a lot of “substance to deal 
with in the next few years. Monetary 
union must be brought up and running . 
effectively and in a way people can supr 
port. There is the crucial question oi 
reforming the common agricultural ■ 
policy. Finding ways to negotiate 
membership for countries such as 
Poland and Hungary will be a monu- 
mental task. 

Tony Blair has been repeatedly ask- 
ing the same question, eadj time more 
integration is proposed: “Why?" It is 
the people’s question. It is the question 


* - 

that needs to be .answered on every 

5& n ^ mvst ■** 
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aisJthat they cannot force tirepace of 
Ste^Son- at least not until th^yliave 
SL^how to tak* account :Of the 
views of that man at Messina. 



controversy 

T>efore we know it the Thte Galleiywill 
XJbe in court. When Labour tried a 
policy of alLwbiooea shortlists it was ruled 
Unlawful by an industrial tribunal. Now 
the judges of -the ever-controversial 
Tbmer Prize for contemporary ait are 
reported to have come up with a snort- 
list of four women. Could this be related 
to embarrassment over last year’s aJD- 
malp: shortlist, or is Nicholas Serota really 
saying that- this year four women just 
happen to tower over the available tal- 
ent in pickling sheep and making videos? 
The row will probably overshadow the 
usual eruption over the fact that there 
is never a painter on the list. Just for the 
record: yet again, there isn’t. 
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-LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Hague: the 
expendable 
Tory leader 

Sir. The right wingers of the Toiy 
Party resemble the left wingers of 
the Labour Party in at least one 
respect they believe that the 
reason their policies are rejected by 
the electorate is that they have not 
been implemented in their full 
extremity. The obvious solution, to 
them, is to move the whole party 
and its policies in their direction. 

How odd, then, that many right- 
wing Tory MFs appear to be 
favouring the youthful William 
Hague in the leadership contest to 
the point of rejecting Michael 
Howard on the first baUoL 

Could the explanation be that 
their true desire is for the return of 
a certain “MP" at some future time, 
preferably just prior to the winning 
of a general election? They may feel 
that Mr Hague does not have the 
inner steel or the depth of support 
to withstand their Machiavellian 
plots, which would make him their 
ideal, expendable leader. 

G A BRADSHAW 
Sheffield 

Sir. The news revealed by your 
front page today comes as no 
surprise (*Tbiy left prepares to 
leave". 14 June). Kenneth Garke, 
instead of accepting the democratic 
will, seems to be saying that people 
should support him, and if they 
don't then he and his cronies will 
leave the Conservative Party, with 
the possibility that Paddy Ashdown 
may have some new supporters. 

His intransigence was one of the 
reasons for New Labour now 
getting into power, and it Bl 
becomes him to canyon in the same 
vein by giving the impression that 
“If I cannot play centre forward. I'm 
going lo take my ball home." 

In any case, before saying that he 
would not serve as a member of 
William Hague's shadow cabinet, 
would it not he better to wait and 
see if he was invited? 

If the right-wing groups of Biter 
Lilley and Miehacl Howard had 
decided to back John Redwood, 
then the voting after the next round 
would have meant that Mr Redwood 
had a considerable lead, only 
needing to get around 1 Hof William 
Hague’s supporters, so that he 
would have the magical figure of 

If this scenario had been 
reached, what would Ken Gaikc's 
position have been then? It must 
follow that he would have said 
exactly the same, thus giving the 
unfortunate impression that he 
would only serve in a Cabinet if he 
were to be boss. 

It lakes a man to accept defeat 
graceful!}, and there must he a lot 
of people who wish that Ken 
Garke would, saving something to 
the effect that “OK. I have lost. So 
be it. If you decide fhat you need 
advice, then ask — I will give it, 
without anv rancour." 

GRANVILLE BROADHURST 
Accrington. Lancashire 

Sir: Whatever the imperfections of 
the Conservative leadership 
contest, it is striking that all three 
main panics eschew the “first past 
the post” electoral system for 
deciding who will lead them. After 
all. that system can all too easily 
produce unrepresentative and 
divisive results. 

I have not heard a single 
Conservative argue that Ken 
Clarke’s victory in lust week's first 
round entitles him to a democratic 
mandate. Yet that is precisely the 
basis on which we currenilv nrn the 
country. 

ALAN LEAMAN 
Code Mullen. Dorset 



Benefits of falling 
birth rates 

Sir Hamish McRae's article (1 1 
June) about falling birth rates in 
the West missed out the most 
important and central point. 

The world's population as a 
whole is increasing very rapidly and 
even at the most optimistic 
estimates will lead us into great 
problems very quickly indeed. We 
should be glad if there are any 
countries where rates are falling 
below replacement level. We 
should take note of the lessons they 
offer us and emulate them rather 
than imagining that more is better 
as regards human replacements. 

France has managed to keep its 
population increase down and 
main tain its population numbers 
steadfiy over recent history. That is 
the sort of behaviour which will 
benefit all mankind. 

Increase in human numbers is 
generally paralleled by species loss 

amongst plants and animals. It is a 
very self-centred view that looks at 
human numbers alone. 

! MARGARET BALLARD 
London 5H3 

Sin Interesting though Hamish 
McRae's article about the falling 
birth rates in the West was, I find it 
extraordinary that intelligent men 
such as he arc still unable to grasp 
the basic reason. 

It has absolutely nothing to do 
with "a vote of no' confidence in 
the future". It has everything to do 
with the fact that it is finally" 
almost acceptable for women to 
choose not lo give birth - and not 
to be seen as some sort of freak 
for making that choice. 

, TERESA GREENER 
< London Ell 


MOX fuel 
flies in safety 

Sir Your article (13 June) about 
the transport of mixed oxide 
(MOX) nuclear fuel is misleading. 
MOX material is not nuclear waste. 
It is not nuclear fuel being 
imported for reprocessing. It is 
Mixed Oxide < MOX 1 fuel, 
manufactured from uranium and 
plutonium which has been 
separated from recycled used 
nudearfueL 

MOX fuel, and other nuclear 
materials, have been transported 
by air from Carlisle airport for a 
number of years, in complete 
safety. Wc have never made a 
secret of this and have publicised 
this through presentations and 
international conferences. Carlisle 
has most recently been used to 
transport MOX fuel to a customer 
in Europe. The transports involved 
a iota] of five flights and were all 
conducted in complete safety. That 
fuel is now in a reactor, generating 
electricity. 

Even in a hypothetical scenario 
when: the container was damaged 
lo such ail extent that it was split 
open, the MOX fuel inside would 
not disperse in air -it is a hard, 
stonc-Iikc substance and cannot be 
disintegrated to a powder. The 
safely of air transportation has 
been acknowledged by 
independent experts. 

In a report in I9KS, an 
independent advisory group, the 
Advisory Committee on the Safe 
T ranspo rt of Radioactive Materials 
fACTRAM) slated that: “The 


health risk to people from the 
international transport of civil 
plutonium by air to and from the 
United Kingdom is ... extremely 
remote. It went on to say that “The 
tests carried out by BNFL indicate 
that the packages in use and 
designed to be sure of meeting the 
regu la lions arc. in fact, 
considerably stronger than 
re quire d by the regulations.” 
ACTRAM was set up at the request 
of the UK Parliamentary 
Environment Select Committee 
specifically to investigate the 
transport of civil plutonium. 

As an additional precaution. 
BNFL specify that MOX fuel 
flights will he routed away from 
urban areas and over the’sea 
wherever possible. Dedicated 
freight aircraft are used, following 

routes which arc approved by 
national air traffic control centres 
and registered with the European 
air traffic control centre in 
Brussels. 

PETER OSBORNE 

Media Affairs Manager f Risky) 
British Nuclear Finds pic 
Warrington. Cheshire 


Death in Harlem, 
not Bangladesh 

Sir: The announcement of an 
inquiry into the social causes of 
health' to be led by Sir Donald 
Acheson ( rcporCl 1 June ) is most 
welcome. The need for ii is 
illustrated ty health statistics from 
the world's richest nation, the US, 
where a child born in Harlem todav 


is likely to die younger than a child 
born on the vaxnc day in 
Bangladesh - the world's poorest 
nation. 

Unless serious action is taken to 
reverse the growing health 
inequalities in the UK. we shall 
inevitably end up in the same 
situation here. 

DONALD REID 
Chief Executive 
Association for Public Health 
London WC1 


Crouch End 
chorus funding 

Sir: Thank you for giving such 
magnificent coverage ( 1 J June) to 
Crouch End Festival Chorus’ 
recent success in the American 
Charts with its album Cinema 
Choral Classics. 

Lest your readers think 
otherwise, let me make it clear that 
in the true spirit of amateur music- 
making. members of the chorus 
donate their time entirely without 
charge and did not “receive session 
fees of £9,(XX) between them". 
These fees, after paymeni of 
expenses, go straight into choir 
funds, as is proper for a registered 
charity, and support our 
educational aims as realised in our 
adventurous programming. This 
includes the commission and 
performance of works by both 
established writers and those at the 
st:m of their careers. 
JOHNGREGSON 
Chair. Crouch End Festival Chorus 
London NR 
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Tackling stress 
in the workplace 

Sir: Dr Peter Graham of the Health 
and Safely Executive is right to say 
that “stress costs British business a 
considerable amount in monetary 
terms” (“Government sets up 
inquiry into stress”. 13 June). This 
is part of the message the Trades 
Union Congress has been sending 
lo Government and employers for 
a long lime. 

A recent survey of over 7.000 
trade union safely representatives, 
undertaken by Mori for the TUC, 
revealed that 68 per cenl identified 
stress as the major health and 
safety issue for their members, 
supporting the TUC view that 
tackling stress in the workplace 
must he a priority. Trade unions 
want to work closely with 
employers and the HSE lo develop 
policies and working practices 

which will prevent stress-related 
illnesses and look forward to a 
constructive role in future policy 
development. 

JOHN MONKS 
General Secretary 
Trades Union Congress 
London WCl 

Perilous polenta 

Sir Reference the correspondence 
“Weeping into my polenta’ - and in 
support of Charlie Burgess' letter 
(13 June). 

When I was in Austria many 
year; ago f was told hy a former 
soldier that the Genoa n-spea kin* 

troops in ihe first world war ° 

referred m polenta as "Die gclbe 
gefahr". "The vellow peril". 

GERRY LA KIN 
Dover. Kent 


Reasons Ceuta 
stays Spanish 

Sir: As an expatriate Gibraltarian I 
would like to answer John Evans’ 
question (Letters, 12 June) -why 
does Spain believe the retrocession 
of Gibraltar will be achieved before 
the return of Ceuta and MeWla to 
Morocco? 

The simple answer is that it suits 
the Moroccan Government for 1 
Spain to retain sovereignty over 
these two enclaves. Morocco raised 
the decolonisation of Ceuta'and 
Me lilla at the UN Committee of 24 
in January 1975 but since thenhas 
never forcibly pursued its daim. In 
the event of Islamic 
fundamentalism from Algeria ' ' . 
encroaching into Morocco; King' [ 
H assart II regards the two enclaves 
as being an insurance policy to 
ensure immediate mi Lit ary support 
from the European Union. For the 
record, Ceuta has a population of 
67,000 and was captured by Spain 
in 1580. Mellila has a population of 
57,000 and has been a Spanish 
territory since 1497. 

• Both enclaves are deemed to be 
integrated into Spain and to be as 
Spanish as any town in mainland 
Spain. The British government of 
whatever political persuasion has 
steadfastly refused to allow 
Gibraltar to be integrated into the 
Mother Country. 

Although democracy returned to 
Spain in 1975 there has been no 
attempt by the Spanish Government 
to win the hearts and minds of the 
Gibraltarians. The Spanish 
Government continues to impose 
intolerable delays at the frontier and 
makes it as difficult as possible for 
Gibraltar to succeed as an offshore 
financial centre and tourist resort 

There is now consensus amongst 
all political parties in Gibraltar toil 
the Foreign Secretary must agree to 
the Gibraltar government's demand 
for a constitutional conference to 
do away with the stigma of being 
railed a Crown colony. 

The way ahead for New Labour 
is to agree to integration via a new 
constitution based on those of the 
Channel Islands and the Tsle of 
Man. This would in effect retain 
the status quo but move 
responsibility for Gibraltar’s affairs 
from the Foreign Office to the 
Home Office. 

MICHAEL BRUFAL de 
MELGAREJO 
Fleet, Hampshire 

The language 
of change 

Sir: It might (or may) surprise 
)%tlter Roberts (“Grammarians 
weep! The bell tblls for ‘whom’ ", 

14 June) to leant that academics of 
English linguistics have a rather 
more enlightened attitude than he 
does. Most of them readily accept 
that language changes and see 
these changes as a rich and 
fascina ting phe nomenon. 

Whether these changes become 
common parlance is not up to (or 
down to) Mr Roberts. And it is 
certainly not a matter for the 
Oxford University Press. It is 
something that we, the users of the 
language, decide by common 
consent when using our language. 
RICHARD MACANDREW 
Ctnendtam, Berkshire 

Sin Walter Roberts (14 June) might 
want to. add “duck” tape to his 
collection of British language 
transgressions. 

This sturdy silvery tape comes ?. 
from America where it is Widely ' : 

used for sealing cracks in 

aluminium beating ducts. 

JOANNA GIFFARD 
Barnstaple. North Devon 
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•They both worn 
about the social 
fabric, the moral 
condition of the 
country * 
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The 
Charles 
and Tony 
show 

There is much common 
ground between PM 

and Prince, but what 
about the differences? 
asks John Rentoul 

T he foil guest list was kepi secret, so 

we have been deprived of some of 
, Jne really important details, such as 
whether there was a side-conversation 
between Cherie and Camilla on the joys 
of hunting. Bui the Prince of WrJesdfd 
entertain Tbny Blair to dinner at 
5t James s Palace IS months ago. 

They talked about education, which 
was not surprising, as the then Leader of 
the Opposition had just re-launched 
Labour’ s policy on the subject. And they 
are both keen on homework dubs. 
Charles runs a Jot of them through the 
Prince’s "Trust. Tony relies on them to 
make good his promise to raise standards. 


1 i! : vx-i w i Wi FnTrSvBH iTJTn^i 


since the election, and - like almost any- 
body else who has talked to Mr Blair - 
Charles thinks the Prime Minister and he 
have a lot in common. They wony about 
the social fabric, the underclass, the 
moral condition of the country and espe- 
cially its young people. 

They spoke when the Prince's “plan- 
ning group” came up with a five-point 
plan for reform of the monarchy last 
summer. Prince Charles, in his own 
rewrite of the monarchy's Cause IV, sug- 
gested cutting the size of the official 
HRH-styled Royal family and sorting out 
its finances. In the long term (that is, when 
he becomes king), he wanted to allow 
daughters to succeed to the throne an the 
same terms as sons, drop the monarch's 
exclusive Church of England franchise 
and end the ban on marrying Roman 
Catholics. Mr Blair responded favourably 
to all of these ideas (in the last case this 
is hardly surprising -Cherie is a Catholic), 
leaving the Prince in the same glow of 
common-sense’ oonsensualism that lit up 
members of the public after the Prune 
Minister's question-and-answer session 
with them in Worcester last Friday. 

No wonder, then, that Prince Charles 
all but endorsed the new government in 
his interview last night. It is not amply, 
that, like Bill Clinton and Lionel Jo^un, 
he could do with a bit oLthai Blair pop- 


^They both worry 
about the social 
fabric, the moral 
condition of the 
country? 


ularity (how the loser in the PR battle 
with Diana must look enviously upon an 
82 per cent approval rating!). But there 
is much genuine common ground. 

That is not surprising, if you think 
about iL Both Prince Charles and New 
Labour have been searching Cor policies 
on the “non-political” centre ground for 
some time. In 1993, Prince Charles 
warned of the “lethal cocktail” of unem- 
ployment, crime and drugs in inner does, 
and was backed by Tbny Blair, then 
shadow Home Secretary. Prince Charles 
used the word “stakeholder” in bis 
speeches loDg before Mr Blair seized on 
iL And, as well as homework clubs, the 
Prince's Trust has been running a proto- 
type of the Citizen's Sendee that David 
Blunkett plans foe the nation’s youth- 

The Prince and the Prime Minister 
share similar views on religion too, 
although there is a difference between 
Charles’s confused pantheism and Mr 
Blair’s muscular but ecumenical Oins- 
tianity. They both lament the lack ofa 
u/.«i rKmetvdnn in -nubile life these 


days. (While the C of E has welcomes 
Blair, the Prince has just been upbraided 
f.-*r not eoine to church every Sunday.) 

miite] There are a number ofsubjects that 
jSr BJair is probably too ttddU| »gP«» 
in his Royal chats. Apart from hummg 


ScM«"s sons go to school. Nfr 
sneak on education with 



the commentators 

British food: in 
the dock and 
hard to swallow 


Labour should go to 
earth on fox-hunting 


/ /▼ "ye have a Towny govera- 
ffl Jk M mem,” hissed a disgusted 
1/1 / spokesman for the hunting 
y y lobby as if referring to 
J y urban vermin. "What do all 

these Tbwnies know about country' life?” The 
British Field Sports Society has yet to find one 
angle labour MP who will speak out against a ban 
oh fox-hunting. Some, they reckon, may choose 
to absent themselves from the vote, some have 
whispered their alarm, but none so far say they will 
speak up for the rights of fox-hunters. It may be 
a free vote, but no Labour MP so far says they will 
use that freedom to speak against Labour’s man- 
ifesto commitment to outlaw hunting - its only sop 
to animal rights. 

Today, Michael Foster, a long-time anti-hunt- 
ing Labour MP who came top of the poll for pri- 
vate member’s bills, wiD declare whether be will 
use his bill to ban hunting. The party whips were 
said to be dismayed at the prospect of this head- 
on collision with the Lords and the likely distrac- 
tion from far more pressing matters, especially 
devolution. But they appear to have become more 
sanguine about it. Those who assumed they were 
embarrassed at such an illiberal act so early in the 
new government's life were mistaken. They say pri- 
vately that their objection was purely procedural. 

After all, Labour thinks it is on to a winner here. 
A majority of the population have for years 
declared their opposition to hunting- 65 per cent 
at the last poll. And it has long been a Labour 
article of faith. For the liberal intelligentsia, anti- 
hunting has often gone side-by-side with pro-gay 
rights, pro-abortion and anti -censorship. But 
among those doctrines of the libera] cannon, 
hunting stands alone as the odd one out. All those 
other issues are about allowing people to do what 
they want without interference from the state. 
Tbey demand that the state let people live, love 
and entertain themselves as they like, so long as 
they cause no harm to others. But banning 
hunting is about stopping people doing something 
they love. 

Personally, as a Towny through and through, I 
can think of’nolhing I’d like less than charging off 
over hedge and ditch astride some brute of a 
hunter, shouting Yoicks and Tally-Ho in grave dan- 
ger to one’s life and limb. I am no more likely to 
hunt than to queue for tickets for Cliff Richard 
in Heathcliff or compete in Gladiators . But before 
we consider banning other people from doing fool- 


by Polly Toynbee 

ish things, there has to be an overwhelming rea- 
son why it is against the public good. 

A lot of nonsense is talked about fox-hunting 
on both sides, with spurious arguments backed by 
dubious statistics and reports. The British Held 


Sports Society claims fox-hunting is essential 
because it is the best way to get rid of foxes who 
do untold damage: one fox can kill over 50 
-lambs. Then in the next breath, they argue that 
they are the fox’s best friend: "The British fox after 
2 50 years of organised hunting is in very good 
shape and is a perfectly conserved species.” Well 
is hunting about killing murderous predators or 
preserving them? 

The huntere list the economic benefits: coun- 
try sports generate £3.8bn. create over 90,000 jobs 
and bring £634m in tax into the Treasury. These 
figures axe broadly misleading because they 
include fishing, by far the biggest country or blood 
sport. No, their best argument is that hunting is 
fun. Fox-hunters are not pest-control extermina- 
tors on horseback nor a mounted job-creation 


^The very Old Labour 
class hatred will emerge 
as it becomes clear the 
target is not to save the 
fox but to top the toff? 


scheme. They are people out enjoying themselves. 
Odd, maybe, but that’s their thing. Now it is for 
the other side to prove that the harm they do jus- 
tifies an authoritarian ban on their pleasure. 

The only consistent case against hunting comes 
from those against the killing of all animate by 
human beings. Only vegetarians have a coherent 
case for banning hunting. Most fanning is horribly 
cruet calves are yanked from their mothers’ udders 
leaving bereft cows to moo in despair. Animals are 
castrated, clipped, crated, forced to eat unnatural 
foods, bear unnatural numbers and sizes of off- 
spring, shut away, factory farmed and despatched 
to horrible slaughter houses in terror before their 
time. Who would not rather be a fox in the wild than 
a farm animal, let alone a battery hen? A nasty end 
K better than a nasty life-time. The family picnicking 


on battery-reared chicken tikka sandwiches is 
committing greater, animal cruelty than the hunt 
they watch galloping by. Now, if Labour MFS are 
going to ban hunting, hadn’t they better enforce uni- 
versal vegetarianism while they’re at it? 

Labour may find itself surprisingly blooded on 
this issue. It can pretend it’s a private bill but if 
not one Labour MP supports the right to hunt, it 
will look like a Labour law, as promised in the' 
manifesto. Hunting may seem now like an easy 
issue but the opinion polls are not trustworthy: in 
1993, 83 per cent of the public opposed fox-hunt- 
ing, but now it’s only 65 per cent. In the course of 
the prolonged row, it will drop yet further. Ani- 
mal sentimentalists will realise some 300 packs of 
hounds will be put down. Point-to-point racing will 
end, as it is run by hunts. Old race horses will be 
put down instead of being sent out to hunt. And 
the fine sight of the lunatics in pink cavortmg 
across the landscape will be gone forever. Don't 
count on public support staying steady on this one. 

In fact Labour will rapidly look absurd and 
duplicitous as the argument progresses. Its very 
Old Labour class hatted will emerge red in tooth 
and claw as it becomes all too apparent that its 
real target is not saving the fox but topping the 
toffs. For it will try to preserve the blood sports 
of workers on foot while banning the filthy blood 
lust of toffs on horses. Labour policy-makers on 
hunting have always said that they would not rule 
out the gun packs, fell packs and so-called fox 
destruction clubs beloved of ordinary farmers, 
especially in Wales and Jack Cunninghams. 
Cumbria. They are likely to seek to amend the bill 
to permit good working-class packs of hounds 
which flush out foxes for farmers on foot to shoot, 
on the spurious grounds that this is a clean kill. 
And fishermen, of course, already have their 
comicai Charter for Anglers guarantee from 
Labour. (There are 3 3 million fishermen.) 

Hunting the toffs will become a tricky business 
and Labour may come to wish it had gone to 
earth on this one. But it is not too late to stop it 
now. If the whips’ machine is anything like as 
powerful as is claimed, they could ensure this biU 
does not get through the Commons. Are all 
Labour MPs so thoroughly intimidated by the 
animal rights lobby? For there is a risk of strik- 


ing the first seriously sour and divisive note, a 
View Halloo! to trumpet (he abrupt end of 
Labour's one nation honeymoon. Its fox could 
be shot on this one. 
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New York’s different class of death 


I t’s been almost a fortnight since 
police discovered Jonathan 
Levin’s murdered body in his 
Upper West Side one-bedroom 
apartment. The crime jarred New 
York. A well-loved instructor at a 
tough South Bronx high school, 31- 
v car-old Levin was shot in the head, 
his ankles bound with duct tape and 
his body jabbed with akmfc.Pohce 
say he was tortured to death for the 
code to his bank card by a former stu- 
dent 19-year-old Corey Arthur, who 
they have charged with 1 his ; murder. 

Levin happened to be the son of 
Gerald Levin- chairman of Time 
Warner Inc. The story of a sdiool- 
teacher allegedly murdered by a for- 
mer student has fascinated and sad- 
dened many layers of Gotham strata, 
vounger Levin shewed an uncom- 

in letting his jdUerard 

his killer’s accomplice into his house. 
Swl struggle. His killer ™s 
equally lacking MMtfynsaousngs. 

monstrously so. The former student 
knew Levin was a middle-class white 
SHotto* sou of a media mpguh 


CEO of the world’s largest media con- 
cern. Arthur wasn’t thinking of CNN, 
swimsuit issues and Batman movies, 
of stock valuations and buyout debt - 
the culture of Time Warner was of a 
city apart from the Sumner Houses 
projects where Arthur was captured 
after a speedy manhunt. 

New York's vast civil service has 
been an entree to the middle class for 
decades, but rarely the province of 
sons of privilege deliberately declass- 
ing themselves. Levin worked at Taft 
High School by choice. He distanced 
himself from his father's world and 
was highly involved in his students’ 
struggles to go to college and to sur- 
- vive their adolescence intact. He had 
counselled Corey Arthur, who has 
been convicted for drug possession. 

The rich man’s son fit media nar- 
ratives both custom-made and generic 
For the tabloid Deify News 'n was an 
example of “A Generation Vexed”. 
Teenage Arthur was another point of 
darkness among American adoles- 
cents, along with a pregnant New Jer- 
sey teen who gave binh this week at 


her prom, discarded her baby in a 
bathroom stall and returned to the 
dance floor. Commentator Jim 
Sleeper connected Levin’s father's 
company’s promotion of gangsta rap 
and the accused’s passion for hip 
hop, writing of Jonathan Levin that 
sons of “malefactors of wealth strug- 
gle to undo the damage they think 
their fathers have done”. Gerald 
Levin’s damage, in Sleeper’s estima- 
tion. was to release rap CDs fufl of 

S rhymes. The New 1 brk Tones 
sed on the high risk involved for 
altruistic idealists like Levin in the 
metropolis, printing that with Levin’s 
murder “the noble calling of putting 
other people's troubles on your own 
shoulders has suffered serious blows.” 

Levin's affluent, driven family has 
been frequently contrasted with his 
loving, impoverished students in news 
reports. At his funeral service, weep- 
ing black and hispanic students 
mounted along with his father, and his 
father's powerful friends. The eider 
Levin once said, “What my son is 
doing is more important than what 1 


have done." New Yorkers, though 
aware that the killing of a school- 
teacher would probably not have 
received front page coverage without 
his famous father, have wanted to 
assert that the younger Levin, though 
less important in the world's eye than 
his father, was more important to the 
city and more expressive of New 
York’s generous character. 

The younger Levin’s death has 
allowed New Yorkers to endorse a 
concern for the public good over the 
bottom-line mid thus to fictionalise 
itself into a city that opts for the pub^ 
lie good, not the realtors’ good. The 
most salient metaphor about New 
York and class in this stoiy is nor to 
be found in Jonathan Levin’s life 
choice, however, but in Corey Arthur 
not knowing that Levin was a graced 
media scion. For Arthur, a middle- 
class New Yorker and an overclass 
New Yorker were indistinguishable 
from one another, perhaps equally 
unrecognisable. 

Alissa Quart 


T here is a most 

extraordinary cast- going 
on in the High Court at 
the moment, in which a health 
food writer, Josie Metcalfe, is 
being sued by the British food 
industry on the grounds that if 
people did what she 
recommended, lire British 
economy would collapse. 7b 
ghe you some idea of what 
people are already calling the 
Health Trial of the Century, 
here is an extract from the 
opening day. 

Counsel: Will you tell the 
court your name? 

Metcalfe: Do you mean my 
real name or the name 1 write 
under? 

Counsel E ther will da 
Metcalfe: Josie Metcalfe. 
Counsel Is that your real 
name or the name you write 
under? 

Metcalfe: Neither. Thai is the 
name under which I light my 
legal actions. 

Counsel Ah! So you have 
been sued before? 

Metcalfe: Yes. Often. 
Counsel Have you ever won? 
Metcalfe: I have always won. 
Counsel I think Ihis time will 
be a little different. 

Metcalfe: Why so, chuck? 
Counsel: Because you have 
the massed might of the 
British food industry against 
you, with the finest iegal 
brains that money can buy. 
Metcalfe: Does that mean 
you? 

Counsel Yes. 

Metcalfe: Then stand up 

straight- 

Counsel 1 beg your pardon? 
Metcalfe: You may be the 
finest legal brains in Britain, 
but your posture is dreadful. 
Do you ever get pains in your 
shoulder? 

Counsel Yes, quite often. 
Metcalfe: That’s because of 
the way you stand. You’re 
leaning awkwardly, which 
means ... 

Judge: Perhaps I could gently 
lead the discussion back to the 
matter in hand, which is the 
case of the British food 
industry against Metcalfe. 
Counsel: Yes, m’lud. Now. 
Miss Metcalfe, may 1 direct 
your attention to an article 
you wrote two years ago in 

Woman's Health Weekly, in 
which you say as follows: 
“Most of our troubles would 
dear up if only we ate less 
food and bought more fresh 
vegetables instead of so-called 
convenience foods." Do you 
remember writing that? 
Metcalfe: Oh, yes. I have 
written it almost every week 
since I started writing 
Counsel Has it ever occurred 
to you that if people did what 
you asked, the great British 
food industry would be 
severely crippled? 



Miles 

Kington 

Metcalfe: What’s great about 
it? 

Counsel: Answer mv question 
first. 

Metcalfe: 1 can't. I want you 
to define the terms of your 
question first. Tell me what 
this great British food industry 
is. and 1 will tell you if I am 
damaging it or not. 

Counsel: 1 am referring to the 
vast and efficient structure 
which brings food from the 
producer to the people ... 
Metcalfe: Ah! You mean, the 
industry that clogs our roads 
with heavy polluting lorries? 
The system which takes 
lettuces from a field in Devon 
to a market in London and 
then all the way hack again to 
sell in Devon? The industry 
which insists that all 
cucumbers must be waste fully 
shrink-wrapped? 

Counsel: On the contrary, I 
am talking about the 
nationwide network of 
distributors and processors 
which has for the first time in 
history ensured that every 
customer has the chance 10 
buy the food he or she wants. 
Metcalfe: You mean, the 
industry which has given 
Scotland the worst eating 
habits in Europe? Which has 
caused the Welsh to give up 
green vegetables to such an 
extent that the Government is 
worried? And saturated the 
Northern Irish in fatty eating 
habits? Which is killing 
thousands of people a day? 
Judge: Would someone please 
PLEASE tell me what this is 
all about? 

Counsel: Certainly, ra'lud. 

This is the meaningless 
opening fencing session in 
which learned counsel and 
defendant exchange insults 1 
and try to browbeat each 
other. 

Judge: Hram. Do you wish to 
add anything, Mrs Metcalfe? 
Metcalfe: Yes. Do you ever 
get stomach pains? 

Judge: Ear 100 often. 

Metcalfe: Then sit up straight, 
and you won't. 

Judge: Thank you. Carry on. 
More of this trail-blazing trial 
tomorrow. / hope. 
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Amos Tutuola 


. Amos Tutuola was not the 
first African novelist in the 
' English language -according to 
how you deline a novel, that ho- 
1 aour probably belongs to a 
Gold Coast writer called 
R F Obeng for Eighteenpence 
'(1941) - but he was certainly 
: the first to attract internation- 
al attention, 

i Indeed, he could hardly have 
, had more distinguished literary 
; godparents, because it was TS. 

1 Eliot at Faber and Faber who 
: recommended that his first 
book. The Palm-Wine Drinkard 
and His Dead Palm-Wine Tap- 
ster in the Deads’ Town, should 
be published in 1952 and it was 
Dylan Thomas who gave it its 
first prominent review, when he 
praised this “brief, thronged, 
grisly and bewitching . . . tall, 
devilish story". 

The Palm-Wine Drinkard has 
become a classic of modem 
African literature, widely taught 
and successfully adapted as a 
folk opera in Nigeria. In it Tb- 
tuola retells many of the stories 
he first heard as a child in 
Abeokuta, a Yoruba-spealting 
town in western Nigeria where 
he was bora in 1920. 

This tale of a man so besot- 
ted with palm-wine that be 
ventures into the next world to 


together many of the strange 
and supernatural stories upon 
™nch Yoruba culture is partly 
founded. There is, for example, 
the spectre of the Complete 
Gentlemen whom a lady follows 
mto the bush. 


I cquM not blame the lady for fol- 
the Skull as a complete gen- 
nemen to his house at all. Because 
ut were a lady, no doubt 1 would fol- 
low aim to wherever he would go, and 
soil as I ■was a man I would jealous 
aim more than that, because if this 
gentleman went to the battle field, 
surely, enemy would not kill him or 
capture hioi and if bombers saw him 
in a town which was to be bombed, 
they w ould not throw bombs on his 
pwatnee. and if they did throw it, the 
itself would not explode until 
this gentleman would leave that 
town, because of his beauty. 

This idiosyncratic English 
came naturally to Thtuola, 
though there were those who 
thought it an affected naivete, 
particularly as it staved with him 
throughout his writing life. Oth- 
ers felt that he was a bad mod- 
el for younger readers. In feet 
there could hardly have been a 
better one. Thtuola was a born 


story-teller, taking traditional 
oral material and re- imagining 
it inimitably. In his way be was, 
though very different in method 
and craft, the Grimm or Ferrault 


of Nigerian story-telling, re- 
fashioning old tales in a unique 
way which made them speak 
across cultures. 

Tutnola left his parents' 
home when he was seven to 
work as a servant to one EO. 
Menu. At the age of 14 he start- 
ed his schooling, paid for by Mr 
Mono. Two years at Salvation 
Anny School in Abeokuta were 
followed by a year at Lagos 
High School andthen two more 
back in Abeokuta. With the 
death of his father in 1939 his 
formal education came to an 
end. 

He teamed to be a blacksmith 
and worked as such with the 
RAF from 1941 After the Sec- 
ond World War, in 1946, he be- 
came a messenger in the 
Department of Labour in La- 
gos. “I was stffl in this hardship 
and poverty, when one night, it 
came to my mind to write toy 
first book The Palm-Wine 

Drinkard and I wrote h in a few 
days successfully because I was 
a story-teller when I was in the 
school." 

77« Palm-Wine Drinkard was 
not in feet Tutuola’s first attempt 
at a written narrative. This was 
The Wild Hunter in the Bush of 
the Chons written in 194S but 
unpublished until 1982. 


There followed, after the 
success of The Palm-Wine 
Drinkard , a number of books 
with evocative folkloric titles 
and the same mixture of com- 
ic gusto, surrealistic fantasy 
and awe at the mysteries of 
the terrifying unknown which 
lies just beyond the limits of our 
familiar territory. They include 
My Life in the Bush of 
Ghosts (1954), The Brave 



African Huntress (1968), The 
Feather Woman of the Jungle 
(1962), The Witch Herbalist of 
the Remote Town (1980), and 
Pauper, Brawler arid Slanderer 
(1987). 

Thtuola was a shy man who 
did not travel much. On 13 De- 
cember 1983 he appeared at the 
Africa Centre in London and ef- 
fortlessly charmed an audience 
which realised that it was not 


only hearing legends retold, 
but was in the presence of a 
legend. 

He was an Honorary Citizen 
of New Orleans and occasion- 
ally participated in writing pro- 
grammes outside Nigeria, but he 
was not at ease away from his 
homeland. He married Victoria 
Thtuola in 1947 and had four 
sons and four daughters. In In- 
ternational Who’s Who his entry 
follows Desmond Tutu’s. There 


is no doubt that Amos Thtuola 
has made as great a contribu- 
tion to the stoty of modern 
Africa. 

Alastair Niven 


Donald J. Olsen 


toHAIKE BE U FWBMWHJ 


“A work of art is also a histor- 
ical source ... the city, as the 


utanoM. 


largest and most characteristic 
art form of the 19th century, has 
something to tell us about the 
inner nature of that century.” 
Donald J. Olsen thus defined 
one of the basic assumptions of 
his last rich and original book. 
The Ciiv as a Work of Art: Lon- 
don, Paris, Vienna (1986). but it 
also inspired his life’s work. 

This was dedicated to un- 
derstanding that “something”, 
trying to work out how the 
denizens of great 19th-century 
European cities lived, ate, slept, 
moved about, thought, and en- 
tertained themselves. This 
made him a stimulating com- 
panion, whether he was per- 
ambulating Amsterdam with a 
group of Dutch students, visit- 
ing North Kensington with 
Francis Sheppard, the veteran 
editor of the Suney of London, 
or taking a day trip to Sheffield 
expressly to nde the new met- 
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Though he taught at Vas 
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■acond-ctass bouse in Eaton Place. Eaton Place was the residence of the BeBemys 
- Olsen's caption for tW» picture in The (Sty as a Wtortt of Art Photograph: RIBA 


Though he taught at Vassar 
College in New York for most 
ofhisprofessiona] life, with only 
sabbatical study trips to Europe, 
his first and greatest love was 
probably London, though he lat- 
er extended his interests to 
other European cities. He wrote 
extremely well, producing a 
trio of important and agreeable 
books, described by one re- 
viewer as "neither architectur- 
al history nor urban history, but 
cultural history in the widest 
sense”. He was working on a 
fourth, on the history of the 
street, at the time of his death. 

Bom in 1929, in Seattle, 
Washington State (the dty to 
which he finally retired), to 
parents of Scandinavian ex- 
traction, he studied at Vale 
University. After graduating 
with an MA in 1951. he came to 
London with a Fulbrigbt schol- 
arship. The huh of this study was 
his doctoral thesis, published in 
1964 as Town naming in Lon- 
don: the Eighteenth and Nine- 
teenth Centuries. It was not, in 
feet, so much a study of London. 


as of Bloomsbury, and it ex- 
tended the study of the great 
London estate, as a framework 
for development, pioneered by 
John Summerson in Georgian 
London , and by the post-war 
Survev of London volumes. 

Olsen's work went into the 
mechanics of estate manage- 
ment in great detail, analysing 
the relationship between the 
Duke of Bedford and his audi- 
tor Christopher Haedy. and 
their attitude to the estate ar- 
chitect, Charles Fowler, and 
the estate surveyor. This was an 
early foray into the world of the 
great estate office, now much 
less suspicious of researchers 
than it was in the 1950s. By 
analysing the records of the es- 
tates, and by using the evidence 
given to such bodies as the 
Royal Commission on the 
Housing of the Working Class- 
es in 1S86, he revealed the suc- 
cess of the aristocratic and 
corporate estates in creating 
and maintaining agreeable res- 
idential areas. This was an un- 
fashionable approach in a 
London accustomed to the Rent 
Act, and the inexorable spread 
of foe municipal housing estate, 
and contrasted with foe more 
left-wing approach then popu- 
lar with some urban historians 
who tended to pillory foe great 
landlords. 

Olsen was a hard-working 
scholar researching in many 
collections of estate records, not 
ooly on the Bedford and Eton 
College estates in London, but 
on those of the Duke of Nor- 
folk in Sheffield. He also used 
contemporary newspaper re- 
ports and other commentators: 
this is demonstrated by his 
Growth of Victorian London 
( 1976), for which he drew on nut 
only John Britton and James 
Ebncs. the Builder, foe Building 
News, and Charles Booth's The 
Life and Labour of the People of 
London, but also Anthony Trol- 
lope's novels. He also kept up 
to date with the work of other 
urban historians, many of whom 
were personal friends. All this 


Donald Ireland 


Donald Ireland was a bookseller 
of a type that did not exist fifty 
or more years ago. It may well 
be (hat he was foe last of bis 
breed. 

He specialised in what “the 
trade" (foe old-time antiquarian 
bookmen whose notorious bibli- 


myopia and inflexibility is only ex- 
ceeded in terms of capacity by foe 


prodigious greed of today's prac- 
titioners) loftDy dismissed as in- 
ferior, not to* say unsellable, 
goods: second-hand crime and 
detective fiction. Energised, how- 
ever, by the example of the late 
Frank Vernon Lay. foe ground- 
breaker in this particular enter- 
prise. Ireland never found any 
difficulty in selling at ail 


He bought in quantity: he 
sold in quantity< over the 
world. His bookrooms (a dou- 
ble garage housing more than 
15,000 books next to his home 
in Sherborne, Dorset, as well as 
two lock-ups rented from 
friends) were a Mecca for fens 
not only of the foumpingly ob- 
vious and (in the awful cant of 
those who buy as investments 
rather than reading matter) 
most bankable fictional detec- 
tives - Holmes, Poirot, Marple, 
Marlowe, Morse - but those 
sleuths of a more recondite 
appeal for book buyers who ac- 
tually read - Inspectors Cock- 
rill and PurbrighL, Clifford 
Flush, Basil Willing, Gregory 


George Gordon Green. Miss 
Silver. Mr Budd; quantities 
more. 

A big man, red-feced. with an 
all-embracing personality and, 
especially, laugh, Ireland had a 
curiously timid policy when h 
came to pricing his wares. Bar- 
gains on his idioswicratically 
typed lists were commonplace. 
He found enormous difficulty 
in crossing the border from 
£9.99 imo double figures, his av- 
erage price per book still 
around a fiver . howevCT rare and 
desirable an item might be. 

This was certainly appreci- 
ated by his many clients world- 
wide, particularly those from 
America who. on book-hunts 


through Europe, unfailingly 
ended up in his garage, rubbing 
focir hands in glee at some 
choice, and absurdly cheap, 
book they might have been 
pursuing for decades. 

His descriptions, it is true, 
could be maddeningly - on oc- 
casion excitingly - erratic. A 
mere “Good” could turn out to 
be practically mint: there 
were times, on the other hand, 
when “VG” hid a veritable 
cripple, sans fly-leaf, sans 
half-title, sans title-page itself. 
An anguished phone call in- 
variably elicited an apologetic 
“Sorry, ol* boy, can't have 
looked at it pioperh'. Just chuck 
it back". 


Ireland was Gloucestershire 

horn and bred: horn in Glouces- 
ter itself in 192K and educated 
at the Crypt School; later at St 
Luke's, Exeter. His “rear life 
was spent in education, at the 
sharp end of the private sector. 
For a long period he was 
Housemaster of Cuhham 
House at Bromsgrove Junior 
School (a pupil was Nicholas 
Evans, the author of The Hone 
Whisperer). From J v75 until his 
retirement in 19K9. Ireland was 
Assistant Head of Hazlegrove 
House, the j'unior school for 
King's School, in Bruton. 
Somerset. 

His passion was sport; rugby, 
of all a grand passion. Over’a 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


MARRIAGES 


CAREY f CLEMENT: Lisa Jane 
Carey io Andrew Hanush Clement, 
on Saturday 14 June, at St Simon's 
Clurch, Pariicfc. Glasgow. 

*“““«■*** fin- Gazette BIRTHS. 

Marriages a deaths should be 
sow to wittnj to the Geatst Editor. 
The l CtowhSquirwC^ 

wuy London E14 SDL, tek- 

Phwed to 0171-293 20U (24-twur 
M7i-2» 20121 or 

S®** * ““ OTHER 

« £W iBoe. YATestm. T hej 


Birthdays 

Lord Aberdare. Deputy Speaker, 
House of Lords. 7& Miss Eileen 
Atkins, actress, 63; Mr James Bolam. 
actor, 59; U-Gcn ihc Hon Sir 
Thomas Boyd-Caipenler. former 
Deputy ami ol Defence Staff, 59. 
Mrs Katharine Graham, newspaper 
publisher, 80; Mr Tom Gxaveney, 
cricketer, 70; Mr John Hadfickt, 
miter and publisher. 90: Professor 
Harold Hanham, former Vice- 

Chancellor. Lancaster University, 
69; The Right Rev David Kanstani, 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Leeds, b7; 
Mr Neil MacGregor, director. Na- 
tional G allay, 51; Professor Robert 


Matthews, political cconomisi, TO. Sn 

John Peel former MP. 85; Lord 
Perry of Walton, former Vice- 
Chancellor, Open University, 7fc Mr 
Enoch Powell, former MP. 85; Lord 
Ridurdsno, fanner president. Gen- 
eral Medical Council 87: Mr David 
Whdlon. managing driranr. the Phfl- 
hannoma Orchestra. J3: Sir David 
Wright ambassador to Japan. 55. 


bathing in the Serpentine in Hide 
Park was first permitted. 1930; bur- 
glars wen: arrested at 0 k Democratic 
Party headquarters. Watcqsuc Budd- 
ing, Washington DC 1972. Today is 
the Feast Day of St Aurelian. St Ben- 
no of Meissen, Saints Cyr and Julit- 
ta. Saints Fcrrcolus and Fenutin. St 
Lutgard and Si lyrbon of Anuihus. 


The following notes of judg- 
ments were prepared by the re- 
porter; of the All England La w 
Reports. 


Anniversaries 


Births: Stan LaureL comedian. 1890, 
Deaths: Sir John Charles Wabham 
Rath. Gut Boron Rath of Stone- 
haven. first director-general of the 
BBC, 1971. On this day: mixed 


Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 

Michael Keen. “The Torah and Oth- 
er Jewish Manuscripts". 130pm. 
Institute of Economic Affairs, Lon- 
skm SWI: Peter Mackay. “Hie Eco- 
nomics of Devolution*', o.?0pm. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TIkQh« and The Data St Edtebnnjh give 
t Garter Lonchcwt » Wradra Cssik and at- 
lead b ncnifr fiv ihe Order of rbcGjrtcT jS 
St fienrp'*: Cturpeh The Qacta Matter alvi 
Wendt Prtonn Muftnvf vnu the Oocm 

Puatmh ttn^ttul, BrrannghBtL ml open* 


Uw 0C* Ncurcnocaca CcrJzc. Frtaeet* 
AJaudn up™ P 3 :Ida.-td» Bav 

inpjokci opati ibe PahcSr^v oecnm) 

at the N,irrh Hi^pnil. 

aesuke ami * Kudo. Warnm Rracnaurni 
That, aura* a reception « heard HMS Kir 
nw u HM Naval Base. fVrtsrrtnuh. 


Changing of the Guard 

The Hninrtwid Cnaln Mvumed Rcpment 
nwunK ihc O ocea\ Life GiunJ ai Hone 
Goards. I lam; Nijmegen Compai» Grenadier 
Guards mount* ihc (Xua'rQ'.u-iL ai Bach 
la * b “ Pate*. I IJibffl. haad nTruidcd K Uk 
W elsh Guarilt. 


Magistrates* courts 

R v Bradford Magistrate** Court, ex 

p Dnniel & ann QBD Db Q tSfanon 
Brown LJ, Owen J) 6 June 1997. 
Where ihc? prosecution had 
offered no evidence on an in- 
formation charging an offence 
triable cither way. and no pica 
had been entered nor any de- 
termination made as to mode 
of trial it was open to a de- 
fendant to submit to summary 
trial, plead not guilty, and have 
his case dismissed. A defendant 
would thus be entitled to plead 
autrefois acquit on fresh infor- 
mations being laid charging foe 
same offences. 


Donald J. Olsen, urban histori- 
an: bom Seattle. Washington 8 
January 192 9; Lecturer in History, 
l itssar College 1955-86 , Profes- 
sor of History (Eloisc Ellery 
Chair ^ 1 086-91: l isiting Profes- 
sor, Victorian Studies Centre, 
Leicester University 1970; died 
Seattle 19 May 1997. 


peril id of nearly .W years he 
poured his immense knowl- 
edge and enthusiasm into a 
succession of highly regarded 
hooks. Hugger for Schoolboys 
( 1965). Successful Rugfcv ( 1 %S), 
Rugby { 1 98». for the “World of 
Sport" series), and, with the 
England coach Mike Davies, 
The Science of Rugby Footbtdl 
[ 1985). He was a qualified rug- 
by. as well as boxing, referee, a 
keen tennis and table-tennis 
player, cricketer and crieket- 
waicher. He could be seduced 
into doing pretty well anything 
in return lor a couple of days un- 
der the elms watching white- 
dad figures walloping leather 
around. 


Soheir el-Qalamawy * Old-® 1 


Tie Egyptian aufoor Soheir 
el-Q alamaw y was a promment 
literary figure who not on ly m - 
fluenced modem Arabic wnt- 


Tutuola: tti® Grimm of W®artaii story-teffing pnotoeaph: Caroline Forbes 


Amos Tutuola. writer, bom Abeo- 
kuta, Nigeria 1920; married 1947 
Victoria Tutuola (four sons Jour 
daughters); died Ibadan, Nigeria 
8 June 1997. 


information he wove into books 
which were not onfy informative 
and often revolutionary in ap- 
proach, but always elegantly 
written. 

He taught at Hull University 
in 1952-53, held a visiting pro- 
fessorship at Leicester Univer- 
sity m 1970, and his work was 
recognised by foe award of foe 
British Council Prize in foe Hu- 
manities in 1987 for The City as 
a Work of Art. Next to cities, 
Olsen loved trains and other 
forms of rail transport, and 
would go to endless trouble to 
avoid travelling by air, trying to 
the last to crass foe Atlantic by 
ship. I had foe pleasure of trav- 
elling by train with him from 
Chicago to Seattle last October, 
a memorable trip through foe 
Rockies, broken by a visit to 
Denver, Colorado, in order to j 
travel on its innovative tram I 
system. 

This love of travel was the 
more striking, since throughout 
his life he was severely physically 
disabled, relying at first on 
crutches, later a wheelchair. In 
order to indulge fob - passion for 
trains, he had a specially narrow 
wheelchair which enabled him 
to propel himself along the up- 
per storey of a double-decker 
Amtrak railway coach. Like the 
European bourgeoisie he stud- 
ied so closely, he took a great in- 
terest in good food, something 
his return to the city of his birth 
and its excellent fish restaurants 
enabled him to pursue. 

Donald Olsen kept up an ac- 
quaintance with a large circle of 
urban liistorians. and a wide and 
disparate group will mourn foe 
passing of a stimulating col- 
league and a widely read friend. 

Hennione Hobhouse 


CIO OUU MAU-^n I , - 

Egypt’s cultural scene both as 
ascnolar and as a femimsL 

She was the last °f foe 
First World Whr generation of 
suffrage campaigners wno 
reignited foe embers left by 
19 th-century Egyptian fcnu- 
nists- Having spent some 50 
years m foe vicinity of King 
Fuad (later Cairo) University, 
she seemed more comfortable 
in academe than on a picket- 
fine. Qalamawy sent out su btle 
feminist messages from her 
typewriter, tike her 1965 pio- 
neering short-stozy anthology 
(“Hie Devils’ Play”), or in her 
television talk shows, and later 
made good use of her vanous 
powerful posts, albeit given by 

a iwa-democratic government. 

Boro in Cairo in 3911, foe 
young Qalamawy witnessed 
Egyptian women led by leg- 
endary feminists tike Huda 
Share wi and nationalist figures 
Lite Safia Zaghloul (“the moth- 
er of Egyptians”) take to the 
streets during the 1919 Revo- 
lution- It was a turning-point as 
Egyptian feminists took their 
crusade out of foe arena of in- 
tellectual debate and into the 
street and workplaces in a far- 
reaching movement that went 
beyond the Middle East to 
touch many Muslim nations. 

The term ’‘first” has always 

been applied to Qalamawy, from 
the time she left Cairo's Amer- 
ican College for Girls in 1928 to 
become the first woman at King 
Fuad University all foe way to 
when she established the Middle 
East’s first international book fen- 

in 1967- foe Cairo book fair. 

In 3956 Qalamawy became 
the first woman professor of 
Arabic Literature at King Fuad 
University, and two years later 
foe first woman to bead the De- 


dent epic wort that opens«j* 

a bloody warof seres - but also 

detv (“Tiles by my Grand- 
mother'’) in which she suggests 
that old wives’ tales and grand- 
mothers' bedtime stones con- 
tain a deep feminist message. 

She developed tbis message m 

her books on literary entiasm, 
* r imitatio n m literature (195 5) 
and “The WmM Between Two 
Bookcovers” (1958). Hertrans- 

lation-cum-interpretacon mto 

Arabic of works such as Unnese 
stories by Pearl Buck (1950) and 
Shakespeare’s The Taming OJ 
the Shrew (1964), illustrates 
women’s struggle against im- 
possible odds and foe need to 
re-educate men. 

However, Qalamawy pre- 
■ sented feminist historians with 
a dilemma: she made an imde- 
niabiyvaloable contribution to 
the women’s movement; .yet 
there was a political blot on har 


career, namely her powerful of- 
ficial nosts from 3963 within the 


fidal posts from 3963 within the 
non-democratic apparatuses of 
Colonel Gamal Nassefs un- 
constitutional one-party sys- 
tem, the Arab Socialist Union. 

This was at a time when Nass- 
er had forced the 1928-founded 
Egypt’s Feminis t Union to 
shrink into a non-political or- 




tit 





Qalamawy: feminist message 
Photograph: Arab Press House 


partment of Arabic Studies 
(1958-67). In 1934 she had been 


the first woman to infiltrate the 
exclusive all-male B'efoa - a 
state-funded scheme introduced 
by Mohammed Ali Pasha in foe 
early 19th century to enable 
Egyptians io complete their 
post-graduate studies in France. 
Qalamawy’s 1937 dissertation at 
the Sorbonne covered new ter- 
ritory in revealing aspects of dis- 
sent in folk literature. 

Four years later she became 
the first woman ever to hold a 
PhD in Arabic Literature. Her 
thesis on Atf Ullah wa LiUah 
{One Thousand and One Nigfys) 
laid foe foundation of her life- 
long mission to create the new 
woman - intelligent, cultured, 
wise, yet conspicuously femi- 
nine, in full charge of her life 
and family. Like Scheherazade, 
foe new woman employs her 
wits and virtues not only to 


of intellectuals and artists mto > ^ « v 
jail or labour camps. In 1967 n 
Nasser placed Qalamawy at the 
helm of the state-controlled ft** 1 .. 

General Book Organisation, j \ 

which monopolised book distri- i "x— 

button. Although the organisa- . ] 
don subsidised publication of r- - 

thousands of books by young . \ z, 
writers, it also barred dissident A.fet* 
writers from airing their views. 

Another controversial post i g-, 

was her 1982 Presidency of the f ^ 
Board of Censorship. She be- 2 * 
lieved that, just as in One Thou- ? . 

sand and One Nights when r. 

Scheherazade sheltered behind » 

King Sbehryar's sword, Nasser’s f. ■ V ' 
autocracy shielded women from | : 

backw ard trends. In contrast her Z 2-, . 
contemporary Amina el-Said f&il 
challenged Nasser’s dkgamr&ip ^ 7= j i 
several times, arguing that tiwai- “ t j 
lightened pre-Nasser social * 

trends - to which the women's i « V 
movement contributed - made | .'A, 

the Egyptian soD infertile for foe - J A\ 

growth of Islamic fundamental- £ «■ 

ism. Qalamawy argued that 
Nasser's blow to foe pluralist lib- " 

eral parliamentarian system was i ' f- 

compensated for by new oppOT- V«- 

tunities for the imdeiprivisged 
and the secular nature of his Na- 6 ^ - 

tional Socialism checked Isban- ; 

k: fundamentalism. . ■’ ‘ : f - 

This logic was to cmmble be- l ?•- 

fore Qalamawy’s own eyes. f. “ •’ 

Nassers 1950s coup was in- 1 £. 
deed a blow to democracy, muz- | • 

y iing secular dissent, and left the ~ 

arena free for Islamic funda- | ZZ 
mentalism in the mosques. She ^..'5' 
admitted, during her last three £ ,f 
years’ Alness, that foe number ' . > ?.? 

of veAed female students pass- ^ 

ing under her window in one Ty * u “ ( 

day. outnumbered all tiie veiled - c ^ 

women she saw in her young j ^ • 

years before foe revolution- she ^ 2» 

didn’t say which one. ^ 

Adel Darwfsh ,n‘ 


tories. Pis A 


Ccr ;tru 


reach parity with men - which 
is foe feminist messaee in Oala- 


is foe feminist message in Qala- 
mawy s interpretation of the an- 


Soheir el-Qalamawy, Arabic 
scholar, writer and politician: 
bom Cairo 1911; Member of Par- 
liament 1958-64, 1979-84; Pro- 
fessor of Arabic Literature, Cairo 
University 1956-67; Head of the 
National Film Organisation 
1 967; Head of the General Book 
Organisation 1967-71; President 
of the Board of Censorship 1982- 
85; died Cairo 4 May 1997. 


*» 2a - - 


Donald Ireland was not a 
greedy man. He was baffled by 
and deplored Thateherite prin- 
ciples in the book trade and 
elsewhere, and his clients, many 
of whom became dose friends 
over the years, wAl miss him. 


They will also mourn the pass- 
ing of probahly foe last shifter 
of books on the large-scale 
whose business was at the same 
lime a huyer- friendly cottage in- 
dustry, rather than a slick com- 
mercial venture in which price 
is all. 
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Ireland: buyer-friendly 


Jack Adrian 

Donald Culpin Ireland, teacher 
and bookseller bom Gloucester 
5 August 1928; .Assistant Head- 


master, Hazlegrove House 1975- 
89; married 1952 Jean Whitteron 
Logan (two sons; marriage 
dissolved 1975), 1976 Monica 
Homey; died Sherborne, Dorset 
10 June 1997. 
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CASE SUMMARIES 


16 June 1997 


John Lodge (Lamb A McGill, Brad- 
ford) for die applicants; Nkhola.i 
Campbell f CPS i fnr the respondent. 


Crime 

R V Staines & anr. CA Cr Div (Lord 
Bincham CJ. Latham J, Poole J) 24 
April 1997. 

Although the European Court 
Of Human RiifoUj had ruled in 
Saunders v United Kingdom 
(1997) 23 EHRR 313 that re- 
liance at the appellant's trial in 
support of foe case against 
him on answers given by him 
under compulsion to DTI in- 
spectors, pursuant to s 177 9b 
of foe Financial Services Act 
1986. had rendered his trial un- 


fair in that he had been denied 
the exercise of his right not to 
incriminate himself, domestic 

law remained as declared by the 

Court of Appeal in R v Saun- 
dm F1996] I Cr App R 463. 
The admission in evidence of 
answcrswhich Parliament had 
■said might be admitted could 
not, therefore, be regarded as 
unfair under s 78 of the Police 
and Criminal Evidence Act 
1984. 

David Gibson-Lee (Reg/stmr of Crim- 
inal Appeals) for Mrs Staines. Stephen 
ikmat QC. .Alaander Cameron (Reg- 
tstmr of Criminal Appeals) for Mr 
Mamsey: Peter Clarke QC James 
liadie f DT I Solicitor) for tlx Crown. 


Consumer Law 

MGN Ltd v Northamptonshire 
County Council; QBD DhrCt(Si- 
aoo Brora 14 Owen J)9 Jane 1997. 
In order to justify an adver- 
tisement which offered a £50 
watch for £4.99 so as to defeat 
* prosecution under s 20(1) of 
foe Consumer Protection Art 
1 987, it was necessary in all but 
exceptional cases to show that 
there were indeed articles of 
foe description under offer al- 
ready available for sale on the 
open market so that the nec- 
essaiy price comparison could 
be made. It was not sufficient 
to show that they became avaA- 
able two weeks alter the date 
of the advertisement. 

Alan Saggeeson (Lovett White Dw- 
rant ) for the appellant; Kdd Schot 
(Council Salicitar) for the respondent. 
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Old-! 

■ Will the traditional private 
cbem stockbroker play " £ 
^troteintheSodt^ 

the *£**■ ^Mcnnhun? 
Br J^ ey 8/6 ^mg squeezed bv 
soaring regulatory and com- 
putensanpn costs and the 

S ^te^ inV ^ mealhabils ' 
S e St L l ODar ? *** Peter 
Seangbt, two former fund 

™anaprs who have acquired 
one of the oldest stocktaking 

‘ ^H v!, 115 ' y L ear ' <>ld 
Siddall, believe that unless the 

; "P“ tradi^bnal firms adapt to 

the new fast-moving market 

th^F will “just fade away** 

■ They believe they cannot, on 
- jne one hand, compete with the 

low-cost execution-only oper- 
ations such as ShareLmk and 
Skip ton in the chase for private 
diem business and wiU often 
tmd the bespoke financial ser- 
vices many of the more sophis- 
ticated investors now require 
difficult to accommodate. 

. Escalating costs are becom- 
mg a nightmare for many small 
firms. Indeed, it is alleged that 


some of the stockbrokers com- 
plaining bitterly about Crest, 
ffie computerised settlement 


dating their systems in a bid to 
keep costs down. 

It has been something of a 
two-edged sword. By skimp ing 
on equipment they have incur- 
red extra costs as their back 
office staff have worked long 
into the evening to handfc the 
firm’s dealing. 

The long-term future of the 
half commission stockbroker, 

be These^hardy 

individuals, in effect, share 
their commission with a stock- 
broking firm which provides 
office and back up facilities. 

Messrs Leonard and Searigjht 
have not taken over John Sid- 
dall because they are attracted 
by its traditional stockbroking 
side. They are more interested 
in the firm’s £27m in PEPs; the 
£37m in nominee accounts and 
the up to£30m in the financial 


' services division. Conducting 
discretionary accounts, pro- 
riding finanaal services such as 
‘insurance and pensions, as well 
as PEPs and the rest, are their 
particular ambition rather than 
handling bargains for the 
professional punter. 

Said Mr Leonard: “We are 
not at all interested in selling 
•250 Halifax for Mr Smith." 

Although no-friO, execution- 



STOCK MARKET WEEK 


DEREK PAIN 

Stoek market reporter 
of the year 


rich rewards from the Halifax 
flotation, he wonders whether 
other firms did. He dies the 
John SiddaQ example. On the 
Halifax launch day it had 50 
calls about the former building 
sodety but executed only four 
orders. “Such business is not 
worthwhile," he said- 

He sees, a successful small 
stockbroker getting more than 
90per cent of its income from 
offering various financial 
services with the remainder 
coming from the traditional 
broking business. 

The former fund managers 


are behind Integrated Asset 
Management, formed to deve- 
lop a wide-ranging financial 
services business for private 
client and smaller institutional 


British Steel 


stare price, pence 



investment management. 
Biggest shareholder and chair- 
man is Ferdinand Lips, a high- 
powered Swiss banker. 

IAM is buying Siddall for 
cash and shares. While the 
deal goes through its shares are 
suspended on AIM. They were ‘ 
floated last month when £23m 
was raised. It will obviously need 
to make further acquisitions to 
fulfil its ambition to become a 
rounded financial group. 

Nominee accounts for pri- 
vate clients are mushrooming 
following the arrival of Crest. 
Many private shareholders who 
wish to remain outside their 
stockbrokers’ nominee system 
are being forced to pay extra. 

Under the Crest system it is 
efficient for the stockbroker to 


lump its clients together in 
one anonymous computerised 
nominee shareholding. 

Private shareholders, how- 
ever. suffer. They are cut off 
from the subject of their 
investment Annual reports, 
u nksMhe stnrJcbr oker running 
the nominee account is pre- 
pared to oblige, no longer 
drop through their letter 
boxes. Dividends are often 
held bads, until the stockbroker 
thinks there is enough in the 
kitty to warrant the cost of 
sending the cash to the share- 
holder and such little joys as 
the occasional perk, or indeed 
the right to attend the yearly 
meeting, are lost. 

Some companies are none 
too happy about being 
divorced from their share- 
holders. European Colour, the 
successful coatings and pig- 
ments group, resents the en- 
forced change. It has more than 
2,000 shareholders. 

Finance director Nick 
Hawkins says EC has always 


— XI 

business 

or die 


endeavoured to keep in touch 
with its investors and mn^ ^j n 
a profile of its shareholder 
register. But with more and 
more investors coerced into 
nominee accounts the link be- 
tween company and share- 


difficult to maintain 

A hostile takeover bid could. 

quite dearly, be a nightmare for 

the defending company, which 
would only be aware of the 
identities of private share- 
holders still demanding paper 
settlement and a precious 
share certificate. Rallying the 
rest to its support could, there- 
fore, be extremely difficult 
There is no suggestion of a 
takeover bid for British Steel, 
despite a modest share rally last 
week. The shares were, in fact 

profits, due today! woulcTbe 
very much at the top of the 
forecast range. 

Such is the uncertainty about 
the steel maker’s performance 
that estimates spread from 


£380m to £5$0m. The group is, 
of course, a casualty of the 
strong pound. As Nick Judge 
at NatWest Securities says: 
“With sterling having appreci- 
ated by 24 per cent agamst the 
German mark over the last 10 
months this wiD have sufficed 
to more than offset any bene- 
fits gained from gradually ris- 
ing prices. 7 ’ He expects £465na. 
Last year, when such problems 
as the powerful pound seemed 
remote, BS achieved £l.lbru 

Thames Water should keep 
utilities on a roll. Tbmorrow it 
is likely to wade in with profits 
up around 20 per cent to 
£385m accompanied by a hefty 
dividend increase, possibly up 
22 per cent 

Others reporting year’s 
results this week include 
Carpetright, with figures of 
£32m expected against £24.7m, 
and Hadewood Foods, £3S.5m 
(£34m). Half-time profits are 
due from Eurothenn, £15 .5m 
(£18.7m), and Secnricm; £46m 
(£51.1m). 
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Members to profit by £1,400 on Norwich Union 

.. Tlwnrire at which institutions 


Tom Stevenson 

'Financial Editor 


Norwich Union looks certain to 
make a sparkling stock market 
debut today, handing the life 
insurer's new shareholders 
substantial paper profits likely 
to average about £1,400. 

Analysts and City book- 
makers expect the shares to end 
first dealings up to 6Up higher 
than the 290p strike price an* 
nounced yesterday. 

That will provide instant 
profits for all Norwich's new 
shareholders but especially for 
those former members who 
were allocated shares at 265p in 
the oversubscribed £Z-4bn offer. 


The 25p a share discount they 
were given ensured high 
demand for the half of the offer 
reserved for members. Appli- 
cations were scaled sharply back 
yesterday, although about half 
of applying members will receive 
all the shares they asked for. 

Allan Bridgewater, chief ex- 
ecutive, said yesterday: “We 
are delighted at the tremendous 
response from our members 
and from institutional investors. 
1 believe this is an endorsement 
of the strength of the Norwich 
Union brand and the prospects 
for the business going forward." 

The appetite of investors for 
the shares, which saw queues 
forming to beat last week’s 


heavily advertised deadline for more popular, with professional worth£l,(fi0at 35Ctoa stare. ^ week's 

applications, had already forced investors applying for shares The ■® oae K® JSfLj-Sved bookbuilding exercise was at the 
aefowback of shW worth worth £I2bn5lJey will receive ™ 2d of the 240p to 290p 

£400m from the iBStftutiona] of- just a tenth of that amount and 150 JgfJ.SfLS. 1 range indicated by the company- 
fer to safisfynxanbers’ demand, some will get no shares at all. °ver£5Wat thatpnee- foday’s flotation creates the 

That enlarged members’ Unsatisfied demand from rSster flota- third-largest quoted insurance 

offer was 3.9 times subscribed those institutions, former mem- comply behind Prudential 

and only anoficatioos for £1.500 bers and other retail investors tons, buying from traoier ruiw* kavil & Sun Alliance, rep- 


allocations 


That enlarged members’ 
offer was 3.9 times subscribed 

worth of shares or less will re* 
ceive a full allocation. 

Higher bids wflj be scaled 
back, with the highest possible 
applications of £1004)00 re- 
ceiving 9 per cent of the shares 
applied for. 

A similar scaling back was 
applied to the non-members' 
retail offer, which was also 
heavily over-subscribed. The 
institutional offer was even 


those institutions, former mem- 
bers and other retail investors 
has more or less guaranteed a 
first-day premium for the 871 
million shares sold in the £2.4bn 
offer. Profits from early deali ng s 
arc over and above the value of 
£1 Jbn free shares, which if ex- 
pectations for today's trading 
are met, win net the average 
member £1,400- 
The minimum 300 shares 
that 1.8 million with-profits 
members have received would 


tions, buying from traacer iunu& Alliance, rep- 

wiD kccp upward pressure on and Royal & 


UiV 

FE5E 100 index in September. 
With an estimated market value 
of £6bn, Norwich Union is 
guaranteed early entry into the 
market's top flight- 
Analysts believe a fair value 
for the shares is around 330p 
and have said they would not 
look excessively stretched at a 
price of up to 380p. 


value of the life assurance 
sector. Although the life busi- 
ness is seen as Norwich’s key 
strength, it is also the country s 
fourth largest general insurer. 

Profits are on an upward pam, 
with Salomon Brothers fore- 
casting an improvement from test 
year’s £567m pre-tax profit to 
£63 lm in the year to December, 
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Paris Air Show: Relationships with US giant at new low as European plane makers sound warning on defence I p eer 


Airbus 


steps up 


war on 


Boeing 


Chris Godsmark 

Paris 


Relations between Airbus and 
Boeing plunged to a new low 
yesterday with the European 
plane-making consortium 
accusing its American arch- 
. rival of breaking European law 
.in signing exclusive sales 
agreements with American 
carriers. 

Boeing raised the tempera- 
ture further by claiming 
European governments had 
deliberately softened their 
criticism of China’s human 
. rights record in order to help 
Airbus win orders. 

Airbus separately raised the 
competitive stakes by an- 
nouncing the marketing launch 
of a stretched version of its A340 
wide-bodied jet to compete for 
the first time with Boeing's 
evergreen 747. A full launch, 
backed by a S2L5bn investment 
programme, was predicted for 
September or October. 

Rolls-Royce has been 
selected as the main supplier of 
the new engines, a significant 
breakthrough. 

The fresh row with Boeing 
erupted as Jean Pierson, 
managing director of Airbus, 
claimed in a “personal"’ 
statement that Boeings pro- 
posed merger with McDonnell 
Douglas could enable the US 
plane giant to “throttle" the 
Europeans. 

He added that Boeing 
planned “to limit Airbus 
Industrie's role to that of a niche 
player, with a long-term view to 
eliminate it". 

Mr Pierson raised the possi- 
bility that Airbus could start 
legal proceedings against 
Boeing in the European courts. 
"We w-ill apply all legal and 


necessaiy actions.... It is a way 
to lock markets but will stop any 
aircraft development progress.” 

Airbus refused to give details 
of private talks with Karel van 
Miert, European Competition 
Commissioner, last Friday. The 
European Commission, in a 
controversial move, is investi- 
gating the Boeing merger 
despite the fact that the two 
companies involved are based 
outside the European Union. 

Mr Pierson claimed the 
merger would facilitate exclusive 
deals between Boeing and US 
airlines. So far the Seattle group 
has concluded three such supply 
arrangements, with American 
Airlines. Continental and Delta. 

Airbus daimed these arrange- 
ments contravened provisions in 
the Treaty of Rome against 
cartels and market abuses. 

Boeing insisted it would gain 
approval for the merger, but 
warned the European Com- 
mission's inquiry would ulti- 
mately damage both the world's 
largest plane-makers. 

Ron Woodard. Boeings com- 
mercial aircraft director, ex- 
plained: “If things did escalate 
into a serious trade friction. I 
guess people may be hurt on 
both sides of the Atlantic." 

In an extraordinary outburst. 
Mr Woodard claimed Euro- 
pean governments had hacked 
off from a human rights con- 
frontation with the Chinese 
and “are being rewarded with 
aircraft sales". Airbus has so far 
won 93 orders in China since ft 
began marketing there three 
years ago. 

The company’s stretched 
A34Q will seat up to 37R pas- 
sengers. with a longer fuselage 
and bigger wings, putting it in 
the same market as (he original 
Boeing 747. 
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Turbulent times: The Eurofighter 2000 being demonstrated at the Paris Air Show at Le Bourget over the weekend 


Photograph: AP 


Jospin attacked over Aerospatiale plans 


Chris Godsmark 


The fate of Europe's S40bn 
aerospace industry’ rests in the 
hands of the newly elected 
French Socialist government 
senior industrialists warned in 
Paris yesterday. They said this 
could stand *in the way of 
industry cost -savings estimated 
at up to £10hn. 

In an unusually outspoken 
attack. Dassault, the family- 
owned French warplane builder, 
joined with BAe in predicting 
France could lose its place as the 
European industry consolidates 
if Prime Minister Lionel Jospin 
abandoned plans to privatise 
Aerospatiale. 

The French administration is 
facing a week of intense lobby- 
ing during the Paris Air Show 
before a speech by Mr Jospin 
next Saturday, in which be Is ex- 
pected to spell out bis industrial 


strategy for the first time since 
winning power. 

Margaret Beckett, the UK 
President of the Board oflrade, 
arrives in Paris today for tails 
with her European counter- 
parts, including the new Com- 
munist French Minister of 
Transport. She will back BAe's 
drive to consolidate Europe’s 


fragmented aerospace and de- 
fence industries in line with 
rationalisation in the US, 

It emerged yesterday lhai 
BAe has calculated cost savings 
worth between £I.5hn and 
£JL5bn from each stage in the 
European merger jigsaw. 

BAe also made clear its con- 
tinued interest in combining 


with GEC. John Weston, a BAe 
managing director, said a GEC 
merger did not have to wail for 
wider cross-border restructuring. 

BAe foresees using Airbus as 
the foundation of a broader con- 
solidation. linking Europe’s civil 
and defence industries into one 
company. 

In January, the four Airbus 


British Aerospace believes it could press ahead 
with the nralti-billkm pound EnroGghter project 
if Germany decided not to back the venture at 
a crunch cabinet next month, writes Chris 
Godsmark. 

John Weston, a BAe managing director, also 
warned that the Tour partners. Britain, Germany 
Italy and Spain, could be faced with a £25 Dm bill 
if the German government delayed tbe project 
for another yean 

Dasa. the German aerospace giant, said 
yesterday h would stop funding development 
work on the project if the German cabinet failed 
to reach a decision on 1 1 July. BAe has put loans 
in place to keep work going until the end of (he 


year. Manfred BischofE Dasa chief executive, said: 
“If in July there is no decision by the cabinet to 
do tbe programme, we will stop pre-production.” 

_ Mr Weston added: “This autumn is when BAe 
will hare to start thinking seriously about the 
options." The project, worth £40hn, was pre- 
viously delayed two years doe to German 
budgetary fears. 

BAe said it believed that Britain. Italy and 
Spain would continue with Eurofighter even if 
Germany pulled out. The group said it believed 
all three countries would make firm commitments 
to buy the plane by the end of this month. Around 
4.000 people are employed on the project in tbe 
UK alone. 


partners agreed to turn the 
consortium into a fully-fledged 
company by 1999. At the same 
time Aerospatiale would have 
to be privatised and merge with 
Dassault to strengthen France’s 
hand at the negotiating table. 
But the new French government 
has raised the possibility before 
the election that it would aban- 
don tbe privatisation plans. 

Serge Dassault, the company 
chairman, said the restructuring 
issue had become urgent. “Our 
partners will not accept our par- 
ticipation in these negotiations 
unless we come to the table on 
on equal footing with them, that 
is to say, as a privatised industry." 

Mr Weston hinted the UK 
and Germany could not wait for 
ever for France and may widen 
negotiations to include Spain or 
Sweden. "You've got to feel 
there's a degree of comedy 
about all this," he said in Paris. 


The Government today comes 
under pressure from one of its 
own party spokesmen to estab- 
lish a powerful Department of 
Work and spend more bn 
vocational training. 

Lord McCarthy, a Labour 
spokesman on employment in 
the House of Lords, argues 
that a new minis try - essentially 
a revamped version of the old 
Employment Department - is 
vital to reduce unemployment, 
tackle skills shortages, improve 
industrial performance and en- 
hance employees’ rights. 

Thus far the Government 
has set its face against a retail, 
to a department specialising in 
the world of work, partly for fear 
of re-establishing a focus for 
union pressure. Ministers art 
also keen to avoid any addir 
tional spending commitment^ 

In a booklet pifolxsh'edjsfcjfe 
left-leaning Institute for-^bSS 
Policy Research, Lori§J$f 
Carthy, former adviser trasjst 
Labour secretaries of state for 
employment, argues that piibfic 
funding of vocational training 
should be maintained and 
raised in recognition of the, 
need for Britain to approach the 
I skill levels of competitors- • 

The Government, however, 
should be more selective about 
which employers are granted 
inducements to enhance skills. 
The principle of “vocation- 
alisra", where practical skills are 
valued as highly as academic 
achievement, should be en- 
couraged in higher quality col- 
leges and training institutions. 

The booklet. New Labour at 
Work, contends that labour 
market reform lies at the heart 
of the Government’s plans and 
that a senior minister should be 
appointed to drive the policies 
through. 

Lord McCarthy adds: “In 
political terms and presenta- 
tional terms it may prove very 
difficult to explain why so im- 
portant and inter-related set of 
policies, so crucial to the Gov-, 
ernmenPs long-term success, 
have not been made the full- 
time and undivided responsi- 
bility of a senior member of the. 
Cabinet team." •' l 
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Grid pensioners to launch new court challenge 


BA directors’ performance bonuses cut 



Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


The electricity industry is fac- 
ing another round of complaints 
to the Pensions Ombudsman 
out the way companies have 
used more than £lbn in pension 
fund surpluses to help finance 
redundancy programmes. The 
challenge will come despite last 
week's High Court setback for 
pensioners of National Grid and 

National Power. 

Solicitors acting for two 


National Grid pensioners 
yesterday warned that the court 
ruling, by Mr Justice Robert 
Walker, opened the way for a 
wave of new complaints to the 
ombudsman. Dr Julian Hurand. 
The pensioners. David Laws and 
Reg Mayes, arc likely to make 
the new complaint if trustees 
running the Grid's pension fund 
fail to fond an appeal against the 
High Court judgment. 

The landmark case came 
after Dr Farrand ordered the 
Grid to pay hack £40m to its 


pension fond, which formed 
part of a surplus identified in 
1992 and was used to help pay 
for redundancies. National 
Power, which would tew had 
to pay buck about £250m. 
joined' the legal action. The 
judge ruled last week that the 
ombudsman had been wrong to 
side with the pensioners. 

Most electricity companies 
had used surpluses from the 
umbrella scheme, the Electric- 
ity Supply Pension Scheme, in 
the same way after actuarial 


valuations in IW2 and ivy? and 
would have had to pay back 
more than £Jhn had ih’e pen- 
sioners won their court case. 

But it has emerged that in his 
ruling Mr Justice Walker raised 
the issue of whether the actu- 
aries appointed to value the 
pension fund should have been 
more critical of the company's 
initial decision to allocate itself 
70 per cent of the surplus. Only 
30 per cent was given in pen- 
sioners in enhanced benefits. 

The Grid's act uarv. Bacon &. 


Woi idn »w. signed off the Grid's 
move in May 1V93. but pointed 
out that its legal responsibility 
whs only to determine that the 
allocation was “reasonable", 
because it did not exceed the 
value of the surplus itself. In the 
document Bacon & Woodrow 
said it had not commented on 
Ihe wider issue of whether the 
allocation was fair. 

The judge's written decision 
said it was “well within the ex- 
perience of those actuaries who 
engage in pensions work" to 


make a judgement on the ques- 
tion of the fairness. Dunns the 


lion of the fairness. During the 
hearings it emerged that the 
trustees of the Grid scheme had 
wanted a 50-50 division of the 
surplus but had been overruled 
by the company's board. 

Peter Woods, the pensioners' 
solicitor, said a complaint would 
be made to the ombudsman 
should the trustees and the 


Grid oppose fending his clients' 
appeal. “Our view is that the 
actuary's role needs to -he 
reviewed by the ombudsman," 
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British Airways directors, have taken pay cuts as part of the air&e's 
£lbn efficiency drive. Chief executive Robert Ayting's total pay 
package has been cut by 9 per cent to £513,000. thanks, to a b& 
cut in the value of his performance-related bonus for J& 7 - But 
the latest accounts reveal that Mr Aylmg's basic salaraftctually 
rose this year by £64.000 to £400,000, an increase of&e than 
10 per cent, which left-wing Labour MP Jeremy Corbw^aiiJ was 
“disgraceful”. J 

BA's finance director Derek Stevens saw his basic satanfc'ub 
by £12,000 to £235,000. allhough a more tbanhS&S^' 
his total package down to £301,000 from £ 343 , 000 .; A* -BA 
spokesman said the performance bonus cuts were part oflheair- 
une Sflhn cost-cutung programme, which has obhged 55 , 000 staff 
to accept pay freezes or cuts, and has led to calls for aitr&e by 
The Transport & General Workers Union is planning 
c"S£ " vor BAs off is 
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£680 payouts for Boots workers 
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More than 50,000 staff al Bools will receive tax-free bonuses 

? , ,r® m n Jff latest year, which means that £34m has flowed 

SShi 1 i hal . B ? ots h as been running since the : 
■fw.v 1 L34m W1 V be d wded according to leneth of service 
Wllh staff 1 living the equivalentofan extra 
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‘Boost savings’ plea to Chancellor 
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French demands would not mean a weaker euro 


GAVYN DAVIES 


'What the/ are actually 
requesting is an 
improved system 
whereby members of 
the euro can 
co-ordinate fiscal 
policies sensibly, a 
necessary 

improvement to ensure 
the overall policy is not 
just a serendipitous 
composition of 
what the individual 
member states happen 
to be doing.' 


I n the financial markets, the latest battle 
between Germany and France on the 
nature of the single currency is commonly 
I portrayed as a battle between good and evfl. 
On the side of good, we have the traditional 
German approach to macro-economic policy 
— strict adherence to budgetary discipline, 
a central bank made bullet-proof against 
political interference, and a corpora tisi pay- 
setting mechanism which generally delivers 
sensible wage increases. 

On the side of evil, we have, if not exactly 
the French approach, Lhen the traditional 
Mediterranean approach - high public 
borrowing, central banks which are sub- 
servient to their political masters, and a 
chaotic labour market which generates 
strikes and inflationary pay awards. Or, to 
put it more simply, it is argued that 
Germany stands for a strong euro, and the 
new French government stands for a weak 
enro. 

It remains to be seen how much truth 
there is in this caricature. Admittedly, while 
the Jospin government may have its heart 
in the right place, it does not seem to have 
its head in the right place. Its domestic pro- 
gramme, which is based on the creation of 
700,000 extra jobs in the public sector, the 
stimulus of demand through higher wages, 
and the curtailment of the working week in 
order to ration out scarce jobs, is scarcely 
the height of economic modernity. If imple- 
mented in anything like this form, it would 


undoubtedly be a disaster, and a very rapid 
disaster at that. 

Yet the overwhelming impression of 
France's new ministers is one of unpre- 
paredness for office, of an administration 
that made rash promises during its election 
campaign because it expected to lose. There 
has been a lot of talk of Tony Jospin and 
Lionel Blair, but it is hard to see why. Not 
least in their degree of pre-pl anning for 
office, the two new leaders in Britain and 
France have less in common than chalk and 
cheese. The view in Whitehall is that the 
Jospin government has yet to come to a 
definitive view on exactly what concessions 
to demand from the Germans on the single 
currency, and probably will not do so in time 
for the Amsterdam Summit this week. 
In stead, we may get a mixture of shadow 
boxing and suck-if-and-see from the French, 
with the real bargaining being left until later. 

Mow much can, or should, the Germans 
be w illin g to concede to the French during 
the Sommer? When thinking about this, it 
is important to realise that much of the con- 
ventional wisdom on the weak euro/strong 
euro debate is just arrant nonsense. Here are 
a few key points to recognise. 

First, which nation in the HU has been 
most eager in the last year or two to devalue 
its currency in the foreign exchange 
markets? It is not the Italians, the Spanish I 
or the French, all of whom are reasonably i 
content with the competitiveness of their i 


exchange rates. No, the nation which has 
been desperately trying to devalue its 
cuuency is none other than Germany. 
Indeed the mam reason being put forward 
by Chancellor Kohl for launching the euro 
in 1999 is that there would otherwise be a 
disastrous rise in the mark on the foreign 
exchanges. In other words, the Germans are 
interested in the euro because they want a 
weak currency, not a strong one. 

O f course, this should be placed in con- 
text. One reason why the Germans have 
been so keen on devaluing their currency in 
the past two years is that the mark became 
substantially overvalued in the previous three 
years, under the impact of the sharply over- 
restrictive monetary policy being followed by 
the Bundesbank at mat time. Nevertheless. 
accordmgtoCokhnanSadscskuhtioos, lhe 
mark has moire than fully eliminated this 
earlier over-valuation, and is now trading 
about 10 per cent below its long-term fair 
value in real terms. Despite this, the federal 
government in Germany is perfectly happy 
to push the mark still lower, thus proving that 
for Lhe time being they have become 
proponents of a weak currency. I mention 
this simply because there may be times in the 
future when it will make perfect sense for 
Europe to think similariy to the way that Ger- 
many i5 thinking today. 

Next there are the changes being 
demanded by the French on the Stability 


! Pact These are also described as if they will 

“weaken" the euro. But again this is just 
rubbish. There is no sign whatever that the 
French are asking for any concessions on the 
bey points in the pact - ie the aim to balance 
the budget over the medium term, and the 
system of fines which will kick in if budget 
deficits exceed the limit of 3 per cent of GDR 
If they are asking for concessions on these 
topics, they should be sent packing. 

But what they are actually requesting is 
an unproved system whereby the members 
of the euro can co-ordinate their fiscal poli- 
cies sensibly, a necessary improvement to 
ensure that the overall fiscal poKcy of the EU 
is not just a serendipitous composition of 
what the individual member states happen 
to be doing. The need for this is dearly fore- 
shadowed in artides 202 and 103 of the 
Maastricht Treaty, and Jacques Delors has 
suggested that it may be enough simply to 
append these dauses to the Stability Fact 
itself. If the French would be content with 
this, then it should certainly be acceptable 
to the Germans. 

In any case, even if the French were ask- 
ing for concessions to the key points of the 
pact, this would not result in a weak euro. 
If the fiscal policy of the EU is less restric- 
tive than intended under the terms of the 
pact, this win inevitably induce the European 
Central Rank (ECB) to raise interest rates 
more than they would otherwise have done, 
a move which would result in a stronger 


euro, not a weaker one. Amendments to the 
^'emems of the pact should be rejected 
on tne justified grounds that they would lead 
to bad fiscal policy, not on the cock-eyed 
grounds that they would lead to a weaker 
currency, which is the reverse of the truth. 

this assumes that nothing is done 
to alter the independence 
a ■ u® P^^cal Interference. 
Agajn. the French seem veiy ready to accept 
tne basic principles here, though they do warn 
a co-ordinated system under which member 
states can develop a “political counter- 
weighr to the board of the ECB. This smacks 
a bit of looming political interference, but 
^ tong as the statutes and objectives of the 
ECU are left untouched, then this should not 
k a And' 351 nny central banker 

should be aware, in the long run it is a 
P°J?° n ®d chalice to attempt to set monetary 
policy in a political vacuum. A coherent sys- 
tem for making the ECB accountable to the 
political process is essential for its durabil- 
ity in a democracy, and this basic point was 
not properly considered by the drafters of 
the Maastricht Treaty. 

The strong euro/weak euro dichotorav is 
therefore much more complex than is often 
realised in the financial markets. The 
domestic objectives of the new French 
government look a little alarming, but some 
of their demands on the single currency 
might actually make sense. 


Magnus Grimond 

The general election is to blame for 
the first dip in property market con- 
fidence since the sector started to re- 
cover from five years of stagnation. 
Evidenoe of the downturn for the fira 
time since the end of 1995 emerges 
in the latest survey of the market by 
the Confederation of British Indus- 
try and Grimley, the property con- 
sultants, which shows nearly as many 
companies planning to cut property 
holdings as increase them over the 
next six months. 


Businesses report foil in property confidence 


Alistair Voaden, senior partner at 
Grimley, said it would be “inappro- 
priate*’ for the Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, to attempt to control the 
properly market by raising stamp 
duty or bringing it within the value- 
added tax net. 

“Having seen five years of inac- 
tivity, the last tiling we need is any 
slowdown now," he said. 


There has been widespread spec- 
ulation that Mr Brown will raise 
stamp duty from 1 percent todoser 
to the 8-10 per cent that is the norm 
in the rest of the European Union 
in next month's Budget. 

The drop in property confidence 
is mirrored in a fall in general busi- 
ness optimism uncovered by the 
survey. Even so, Stuart Morley, 


Grimley’s head of research, said the 
findings had come as a bit of a sur- 
prise, as the evidence on the ground 
is that the market is still quite 
strong. “We pul that down as the 
period when the survey was taken. 
April-May was either side of the elec- 
tion and companies were probably 
being cautious.” 

Mr Morley said there was still a 


need for more development to satisfy 
demand, as the survey showed that 
shortage of suitable property was 
now a serious constraint on compa- 
nies' expansion plans. Indeed, this 
shortage may have been as much of 
a factor as the election in explaining 
the drop-off in confidence. 

He expected the next survey to 
show a return to a more optimistic 


stance by companies, but said: “1 do 
not see h getting overheated to any- 
thing like the extent of the 1980s". 

Today’s survey shows that 22 per 
cent of companies plan to reduce 
their property holdings as opposed 
to 23 per cent looking to increase 
them. The resulting positive balance 
of 1 per cent is down from 6 per cent 
in the last survey in January. 


Looking back over the past six 
months, a net 6 per cent of compa- 
nies raised their property holdings, 
compared with a balance of 21 per 
cent who forecast they would in 
January. The retail sector remains 
the most buoyant. 

The strongest growth over the six 
months came in the South-east of 
England, including London, and 
Scotland, with both the South-east 
and Scotland also most optimistic 
about the immediate future. The 
East Midlands, Northern Ireland and 
Welsh are the gloomiest. 
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bright red 




David Lister joined the cognoscenti 
in Venice for some serious fun 


At the weekend, the Lisson 
Gallery in London threw a 30th 
anniversaiy party. But at this 
time of year the art world has 
decamped from the capital. 

So Nicholas Logsdau, direc- 
tor of the Lisson, took over a 
mansion and gardens on an 
island a bop across the Grand 
Canal from Venice, played rave 
and jungle music on the lawns, 
and the cream of Britain's sub- 
sidised art sector let their hair 
down, forgot about their di- 
minishing purchase grants and 
boogied. 

When in Venice act like ... 
well, act like the British art 
world at play. 

You could see them arriving 
in their hordes at Venice's egal- 
itarian airport where the lackof 
VIP areas meant that the swel- 
tering queues for water taxis 
included contemporary art col- 
lector Charles Saaichi and 
young family, Tate Gallexy di- 
rector Nicholas Serota, who 
had celebrated his honeymoon 
in Venice a few weeks earlier, 
and, making much more of a 


spectacle, the non-Brits at this 
international celebration of 
art’s cutting edge. 

In a sea of agar smoke came 
the larger than life Thomas 
Krens, director of the Guggen- 
heim Museum in New York. 
And behind him in the midday 
sun, a septuagenarian female 
New York collector slowly and 
solemnly donned a gas maslr- 
TheworkPs most roman lie dor 
isn’t to everyone's taste. 

But in the name of art ... in 
the name of art the British 
contingent takes itself off to the 
special exhibition Future, Pre- 
sent, Post, organised by Gcr- 
mano Celant, curator of the 
Biennale. 

Celant is a master of Euro- 
pean mi-speak. The (heme of 
his exhibition is. he says, “the 
flux which arises out of a dia- 
lectic of continuity and discon- 
tinuity ..." But he is nothing if 
not Italian. The “art" he has se- 
lected includes a be\y of girls 
posing in bras and panties. In 
a presumably ironic nod at 
Nineties museum practice, their 
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Making waves: (from left) The artists Rachel Whiteread, Marcus Taylor, Tania Kouats and Alex Hartley boating on the Grand Canal, Venice 


Photographs: Peter F] 


underwear is even being sold at 
the gallery shop. 

Having to study this artwork 
is tiring staff for the British 
gallery directors, curators, press 
officers and assorted spouses. 
Happily, there is more rest and 
recuperation at hand. 

The next piece of Chianti 
aided networking is at the 
Venice Guggenheim's delight- 


ful canalside location. But here 
there is an undercurrent of 
tension beneath the air kisses. 
No British gallery is taking the 
Guggenheim's exhibition of 
Stuart Davis; deemed the lather 
of pop art, he is nevertheless 
barely known over here. 
“Britain isn't on the circuit any 
more. It's as simple as that.” 
snaps Philip Hylands, director 


of the Venice Guggenheim. 
There’s some bad blood here. 
The British gallery directors 
don't like Tom Krens. the 
Guggenheim overlord. He sells 
off masterpieces, a Chagall and 
a Modigliani, to finance more 
acquisitions. And he franchis- 
es museums in Europe. It’s all 
very bad form. 

But the lead lunger of the jam 
band doesn’t care. A Monty 
Python fan, she gasps mid-note 
as she sees Michael Palin walk 
in. The comedian is the latest 
recruit to the celebrity art cir- 
cuit, there to champion Scottish 
art, he says enigmatically. 

Back at the Biennale the 
critics arc roaming the national 


pavilions and are pulled. Not 
by tbc British artists; Rachel 
Whiteread's show is acclaimed, 
and former Turner Prize winner 
Douglas Gordon has won a 
special prize. But the other 
countries' exhibits are causing 
them trouble. 

Outside the Icelandic pavil- 
ion two British critics debate 
whether the video they have just 
watched is of a swathe of ice or 
of a boiling geyser. “Ice would 
be too obvious for Iceland” says 
one. “There's a lot to be said for 
the obvious." retorts the other. 
More problems lie ahead. 

The exhibit in the Japanese 
pavilion is said to be so fragile 
that only one person at a lime 


can cume in to see it. People in 
the queue are close to fainting 
in the heat. 

The Austrian exhibit turns 
out to be piles of catalogues. 
The catalogue is about the Vi- 
enna Group, a literary circle of 
the Fifties. No one is quite cer- 
tain whether this group 
existed, or whether the essays 
about it arc pari of the elabo- 
rate joke. The consensus is that 
it did exist, but it would have 
been a better joke if it hadn't. 

Late night in St Mark’s 
Square and more jazz ul the out- 
side cafes. A figure stands up 
alone and dances magically in 
the vast piazza. It is sculptor 
Tony Cragg. arms akimbo, mak 


ing ostentatious sculptural 
shapes in his solo dance. ■? 

Next morning there is i 
champagne breakfast to wel- 
come China into the warm, 
inebriated embrace of the ait 
world. The People's Republic is 
exhibiting for the first time! at 
the Biennale. 

Printer Chen Yifei was exiled 
to the countryside as a labour 
er during the Cultural Revolu- 
tion. He has recently been 
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painting portraits of peopled 
Tibet. Over the champagne he 


Tibet. Over the champagnehe 
was asked if had found tire Bi- 
ennale a little decadent ife 
paused inscrutably. "Its hardtn - 
say," he smiled eventually 
We’ll take that as ayes. 
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Spaghetti function: Anish Kapoor, former Turner Prize winner (second left) holding court in Venice over a 
plate of pasta with (left) Louise Neri, from the Whitney Museum in New York, and (right) Professor Kasper 
Konig, head of the Munster Festival in Germany, and (second right) his wife 
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ACROSS 

1 Natural feature of South 
African mountain coun- 


12 Grain yield, by the sound 
of it (4) 


tn’<9) 

Happy 


6 Happy state of ignorance? 
(5) 

9 Top man brought in is of 
little value (5) 

10 Dull living at home be- 
fore (9) 

11 Manage appropriate care 
(4,6) 


14 Sung to English hymn 
tune (7) 

15 Note about farm provid- 
ing portion of income (7) 

17 Paper money introduced 
into Asian capital (7) 

19 Water obtained direct (7) 

20 Bait line, then is heading 
for river (4) 

22 Help awaits devastated 
region of Germany (10) 


25 Now’s bad time-50 restrict 
press and TV (9) 

26 Behave badly in part? 

27 ^mack of discrimination 

(5) 

28 Director does mean to re- 
cast dramatic heroine (9) 

DOWN 

1 Understood one’s invoked 
in the Northern do (5) 

2 Fail to overcome resis- 
tance (5,4) 

3 Detailed contents of Eng- 
lish cathedrals in particu- 
lar (10) 

4 Disturb present occupant 

of a French holiday cot- 

tage(7) 

5 Current dose (/) 

6 Almost short of soft 
cheese (4) 

7 I consider getting cross (5) 

8 Flowering planrs com- 
mon drug source (9) 

13 In other words it means 
the same (10) 

14 Condition of beef (9) 

16 Octet Alan composed for 
artist of renown (9) 

15 French scholar found a 
real change in theologian 
(7) 

19 Craft knives (7) 

21 Roman figure in the Lou- 
vre museum (5) 

23 A Greek (5) 

24 Axe-like tool joins on. 
we’re told (4) 
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